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PRecepl wek he Tall " F,, Signobere 


Le Ordeys Srgnecl L£lizahelh (splay ewe lhe Gueen at Gueeniwed. 


J Leaves of Wenrg 2~ 


(other than the 


Lnerway,sand lhe Lock of Haer. 


Date W.H. I Rave 
the books 

1795. 
March 


w 


| rT) 


Oct. 


27th. 


29th. 


28th. 


£0th. 
Pist. 


8th. 


to 


PSUEDO SHAKESPERIAN 


Sixe folde Politician 


Nappa AE Sea 
LIBRARY. Corryutit Qawr 
i) , 


f j 
0 Ry ee 


Se I ® tis : TITLE | ip Ang < 
rt aAthedpomelouenth catrere if eat sd St ot gM fh ow pony 

Queen's voyage from Florence 1601 

2) Landgravine of Hessen 1596 

2 News from Italy 1608 


A Brief? Relation re~ Prince Mauric 1601 


Supplication of Family of Love 1606 
Churchyard's Worthiness of Wales £587 
Bishop Chichester's Sermon 1606 
First Part Life of Henry 4th. 1599 


Shakespeare's Commonplace book of MSS.) 1800 
containing also Ireland's House * Arms) 


Sermon by John Foxe 1870 
True Report of Execution of Conspirators1608 
treatise against Traitors 1591 
1609 


False Complaints of Unthankful Mind 


Newnan's Night Crow i 1890 
Seven Sermons 1599 


Spiritual Song 


. és Armour of Proof 15964 

Y r. . Watere of Life 159° 

Noy. 20th. Voyage to Guinea 1613 

. List. | Discovery of Practices of Jesuits 1610 

Ks 22nd. Approved Medecines T580 

" 23rd. Carion's Chrontbcle 1550 

Dec. Srde Overthrow of Stare Plays,without cover 1800 

’ . Declaration of Practices E.of Essex,do. 1601 

n , Declaration of His Majesty's Pleacure,dol610 

m . His Majesty's Speech to Parliament,do 1607 

- * c Establishment of King's Majesty,do 1612 

. . Apology for Oath of Alleriance 1807 

4 # 2? Publication of H.M-'s Edicts,do 1613 

. ‘ His Majesty’s Speech last Session,do 1805 
eee owe SL LS = 


PSUEDO SHAKESPERIAN- LIBRARY Continued. 


Date W.H.Iscave 


the books to S.I. TITLE 
1795 
DNeCe Srd. 32 Orders by His Majesty & Council, no cover 180% 
" "33. Declaration of H.M.'s Proceedings, do 1606 
" ’ King's Speech 19th.March,18603, do 1604 


" " - De@emonologzue, do 160% 


" " “£4 Restorer of French Fstate,do 1589 
= 8 }y Revenue of the Gospel in Tythes, do 1613 
" : | Defence of Reformed Churches, do 1810 
" . 4o¢ Kink's Majesty's Speech, do 1809 
' 4th. “0 Discovery of Brownings, do 1605 & 
" " Discovery of Romish Doctrine, do 1605 


i " The Holy Bull do 1588 


x " 17, % Catholics Supplication do 1603 


. " e,¢ Arraignment of Society of Jesuits do 1594 
" bs Answer bo scandalous papers do 1608 
a * Discovery of Romish Doctrine do 1605 # X 
Dec. 7th. , .. Mons. D'Olive do 1806 
of " Jupid's Whirligig do 1607 
° " Declaration of Essex's Treason 1601 
1 : zr, RELation of Proseedings against Traitors 1406 
r " \ | Arraignment and execution of Traitors 1808 
hi * i“) Manner and discovery of the late Treason 1608 ° 
Dec. 9th. {2 Caveat for France 1588) 
m , 52, Comyur’ against Spaniards 159R | 
‘at tayo Retate of! English Fugitives 1595. 
2 : the Coppic of the Anti Spaniard 1500 ‘ 
| a : Spencer's Fairy Queen 1590 
1796 i 


; Jane l6the. & Pope Joan 1610 


z ss Argument of De La Martelure 1612 


I 

] 
j 
il 


®6 A Letter by a True Christian 1586 *# 


SES STE 


ee 


Note Xe Sam.Ireland has apparently entered this book twice 
in error. 


tsb) 


a 


. SHAKESPERIAN LIBRARY Continued 


In dgotheby's Catologue of the sale of the Ireland Bollection 
1&1-the following volumes are included in addition to those 
noted in Sam.Ireland's Journal. 


ee Broughton'ts Concert of Scripture NeDe 
© 2 " Observations upon the Fathers 1612 
" Job to the King 1610 
" Corruption of Religeon \ 18603 
: ? Hxposition of the Common Prayer 1803 
adil Texts of Scripture - Holy Chronicle1591 

My 3, { * * . Py 
ala Require of Arguments to Devotion Studye 
1611 

As 

Q Soder Blam 1613 
. Defensive of our Redemption ’ 1804 


oThe New Testament 7/ed-3 prelnded heguest- pon 1581 
Shatspoore. b his relalive bee Minthly Mirror mog /F0!) 


Mettayers Masque of the Learue the Spanyard 
Discovered 1591 
2) Nan usc rfat 1ol0g ws of Sta kespeares Libvery tn Ais bom honed. 

7 


The volumes marked thus # do not appear in S.Ireland's 
Sale Oatologue 1801. = 
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IRELAND'S INDEX TO HIS 3 OURNAL 


iS 
f 
Ct 


Samuel 


gg if 
1 Atiphectdf Ea Hews 


Joh - 
Sgt ‘ 


) 5 lL. Ji CE i 


Letters to M.H. and answers 40 to SF. 
Specimen of lines written’ in Westminster Abbey 51. 
Malome to Byng 57 and 58. 
Boswell to ditte &@., L 
List of Papers in my pessession Feb. 95. and na 
Certified by Dr.Parr é&c. .@e- a8 and=69. 
Aceeunt of Grant of Arms &c. by Henry 5 at 
Agincourt “tea. *) 
Cepy of Mr.Webb's letter to Dr.Jackson Be, | 
Sam's declaration of the nature of the dis- ) 
ceveries of the MSS. 125.9~-6 
Talbot's letter on the same subject from Car- 
marthen Nev. 1795 126 
Beaden's letter 15” 
Mr.Pye on reading ye Vortigern &c. Lee 
Cumberland's letter in ye Observer 57 
Sehedule of papers forthcoming +61 
Gertificate of ye Validity of yrs MSS. signed fi 
by AeWallis &Ce 162” 
Sam's declaration as to my being ignorant of k 
‘ye nature of ye discovery of the MSS. $68 53 ” 
Prelogues and Epilegues to Vortigern TPR 6. 4D ! 
Cemmittees LBS>-to»L04. 1!) § 
SamV¥s declaration of my innecence &c. signed 
SeWeHoIl. and inserted in True Briten's &c. 2823 
Sam's first letter after quitting my house June 
14th.1796.giving the Vortigern & Henry 2. 2t5- 
Specimeh of Sam's poetry and imitations of 
Shakespeare's autographs and others B29- | 7 
Seett's declaration ef ye discovery of the MSS.23@ [¢ &- + 
Ditte eat 2. 
Mr.Earle ditte 263 2 
Talbet's letter 15th.April 1796 BAR © 
Ditte July 1. 246 + 
Ditte letter from Cork follew .o. pase Sepelé6. 
1796 
Ditte frem Carmarthen Nov.1795 Tee" 


I returned from Kent Nov.6th.1795. 


Talbot 
March 6th.1796 received 3 leaves of old MS. 
Henry end. . 
Declaration intended to be sworn to by my Son 
Cepy of his letter on the subject of the dis- 
eovery of the papers,which he wished me to 
insert in the newspapers 
MreWebdb‘'s Prelogue to Vortigern 


Henry 2nd.read by Mr.Harris and his opinion &oo 


May 9th.1796. 


His gift of Henry 2nd.by letter dated June 14. 


1796. 
Ditte in his letter dated June 16th.1796. 


1794. 


and Heminge to Mr.Fraser m 


of 


te dine with 


tea C® 


161 
165 


Dece16.luesday = My Sen breught me ye Lease frem Shakespeare 
page 65. 


Dec.17. ditte - Jne.Heminge's receipt and Shakespearets note of 


hande 
Dece19.Ditte Shakespeare's letter to Lord 
Seuthampton - Lerd Seuthamptoen's answer 
Dee.2£4. Shakespeare's Profession Of Faith 


page 


10 


a BS 
15 


DeceSl. Agreement between Shakespeare and Lewine20 


1795. 


Te 2% 


Samuel Irelands (niles [5 his Tournal. 


QU 1795. 


Jan.3rd. Ditto - Shakespeare & Condell 25 
Jan.15. Letter to Cowley & drawing of his 
head. . 58 
Jane yg The drawing of Bassanio &c.in black 
frame. 38 
1795 Correspondence with M.H. 46 to68. 
Feb.10. My Son brought me the letter to Ann 
Hatherwaye & lock of hair 69. 
. Five Stanzas adressed to ditto 69. 
"20. I received 2 Eliz'th letters 64. 
Feb. im the course of this month I received 
the MS.of K.Lear. | 69 
March Ditto - In the Month of March ve MS. 
of Yortirarn 
March 23. I received from my Son the drawing of 
Shaxespeare on parchment 70 
June 12. Deed of Gift from Shakespeare to 
Ireland p.81 & Tributary lines 83 
Nov. 28. Ditto from ditto to Jno.Heminge 134. 


Samuel Trelend s Intlex bb bis Jawneal. 


The following books are in my possession with Shakespeare 
MSS. notes.  S5S.I. 


1795. 
March 27. 1795. 
eee: The Queen'sVoyage from Florence’ 1601 
& Mare29. The Landgrave of Hessen 1596 Paro 
S . " News from Italy 1608 70 
4 smmauent “1 A brief & true relation of all 
that happened to P.Maurice 1601 70 
a "— 92 Supplicatien of Family of Love 1606 70 
6 ma Churchyard ‘8s Worthiness of 
Wales. 1587 70 
% April 7 Bishep of Chichester's Sermon 
preached befere the K. at Hampton 1606 70 
8 ' " First part ef Life & Reirne of 
Hen.4.° by Jno. Hayward 1599 70 
9 May’ 10 Shakespeare's commonplace beek 
ef MSS. - Ireland, house & arms 1600 yal 
10 Jume 5 A Sermon preached at Paul's Cross 
by John Foxe 1570 7A 
Lt ‘ " A true report of ye imprisonment 
& Executien of Conspirators 1606 78 
12 4 " Treatise against Traitors by 
Sam Cottesford 1591 78 
13 " 28 A Sixe-foldepolitician, together 
) with a sixe folde Precept of Policy 
1609 84 
4 " False Complaints or ye Censure of 
an unthankful mind, the Labour of 
Pascalius translated into English 
by W.C. 1605 84 
15 " 20 Newmane Night Crew ( Annyu & 
Ireland MSS. ) 1590 106 
16 "21 Seven Sermons Shakespeare MSS. 1599 106 
te Oct. 8 A Spiritual Song - MSS. 1596 106 
18 An Armer of Proofe 1596 116 
iv * " Waters of Lyfe 1592 116 
20 Nev. 20 A relation of a voyare to 
Guinana MSS. 1613 132 
ed 21 <A Discovery of the most secret 
& subtle practises of the Jesuits 1610 132 
et ag 22 Approved Medecines- MSS, 1580 132 
Aid 25 Carions Chronicle - MSS. 1550 L132 
1795. Books with Shakespeares MSS. bound up. 
24 Dec. 3 The overthrow ef Stage Plays MSS. 1600 144 
es " Declaration of bhe Practises & 
Treasens of Rob't late Baril: ef 
Essex MSS. 1601 144 
pf " Declaration of his Majesty's 
Royal Pleasure’: MSS. 1610 144 
ova * " His Majesty's Speech: to both ye 
houses of Parliament MSS. 1607 144 
pga" " Ditte & Establishment of ye Ks. 
Majesty &c. MSS. 1612 144 
2ge. * " Apolbgie for ye oath of 
Allegiance &c. MSS. 1607 144 
308 " Rabliic: of his Majestie's Dirt. 
&o. MSS. L613 144 
=e " His Majesty's speech in the last 
Session of Parl. MSS. 1605 144 
pe NM " Orders thought meete by his 
Ot Pebedinet irae comaeiier aces) 1605" tsa 
Majesty's Preceedines £0, M 
BB SC. MSS. 1605 144 


Samuel lrelands Iniles (5 pis Jnrndl. 


om 


New Date 
eyed 
34 Dec. 35.- 
25 wv Vi 
(SNRs a 
Yea ks 
| Salama 
2OQ r? v? v 
40 Dec. 4 
Be re thus 
4° wv A] 
| 45 f vf 
44 "? " 
45 Li Lil 
46 7 * 
| 47 Dee. 7 
48 #7 i) 
49 9 W 
| 50. " 1" 
51 #? ti] 
| 68 " am 
| 52 Dee. 9 
5% ? ? 
54 v ti) 
55 7 9 
57 ff 9 
9 
58 bh2° 16 
59 (7 ih 
60 W i 
Feb.6. 
Mare 
ADe 


Notes=- This-Llast date 1605 is evidently an error by S.I. 
as Eliz. died in: 1603.: and yet it: states-it isin 
the 3rd.year: of her: reign.GeHeLle 


6. 


Date 
The King's M'ties Speech 19th March 1603 
MSS. 1604 
Damenelegie by K.James-s MSS. 1603 
The Resterer of the Freneh Estate.MSS. 1589 


The Revenue of the Gespel in Tythes &¢6.MS51613 
A Defence ef} the Judgement of the Reformed 


ChurcheseMSS. 1610 
The King's Majisties Speech.MSS. 1609 
A Disceverie of Breownyism by Thos.White. 

MSS. 1605 
Aw Exact Disceverie ef Remish’ Doctrine &c. 

MSS 1605 
The Hely Bull and Crusade of Rome.MSS. 1588 


The Cathelic'’s Supplication unto ye King's 
Majestie. MSS. 1603 
The Arrainement of ye Seciety of Jesuits. 
MSSe 1594 


An Answer te certain Scandalous Papers.«MSS1606 
An Exaet Discevery of Remish Doctrine &c. 


MSS. 1605 
Mens'r D'Olive - a Comedy. MSS. 1606 
Cupid's Whirlgig. MSSai 1607 
Declaration of E.of Essex's Treasons &ec. 

MSS. in 1 vel. 1601 
Relation of Proceedings Against Traitors 

MSSe 1606 


Arrwignment and Execution of Traitors.MSS.1606 
Diseceurse of ye Manner-ef Discevery of ye 
late. Treason. 


A Caveat: for France. MSSst 1588 
A Comfort “Asian ye Spaniards.MSS. 1596 
ThecEstate of glish Fugitives. MSS. 1595 
The Ceppie ef ae Anti Spaniard.MSS. 1590 
Spencer's Fairie Queen, MSS. 1590 
1796 Pepe Joane.MSS<« 1610 
Argument of Peter De la Marteliere.MSS. 

JHem. 1612 
A Letter by a True Christian.MSS.* 1586 
I received 4 ordersgigned Eliz. te play 
before-the Queen at Greenwych one dated. 1589 
Another 1591 
Another ex nd. HE. Pigeon 1596 
Another e 1597 


Three leaves of Henry 2nd. 
1796 


I reeeived of Sam a pareh't.signed Eliz. 


a gift of 


her wardrove to various personsvand at bottom Ex'd 


Ed.Pigeon = he had: it he-eaids of Mr. Pasmore 


Pigeon in the above-orders; 


I mever saw ye parchment till this 6.April,it 


jJun'r 
about Nov.1795.to-comroberate ye handwriting of 


was breught in to me by Sam while Sir J.B.Burgess 


was-with me. Ye parchm't is dated 
year of her-Reign.ie,1605. 


ye 17 May.3ra. 
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Particulars of the Nature of ye Discovery of the several deeds & 
Manuscript Papers of our immortal Bard Shakespeare - now in my 
possession this 25th.Dec. 1794; 


Witness my hand Sam. Ireland. 


“¥ 


1@ at the 


On Saturday ye 2end-Nov.my son was invited to din 
I er Company 
nei 


ry 

GQ 
house of our mutual friend Mr M-.where amongst oth 
he met with a gentleman from of very considerable 
property= In the course of the afternoon my son mentioned 
the nature of his persuits , when absent from his office bus~= 
iness, ase: nih others his partiality for Autographs,& the hand 
writings of persons of remote periods-To which the gentlemay 
replied-Ifyou wi! l come to my chambers,you will in all prob- 
ability find entertainment enough of that kind,for I have old 
deeds &papers that I darsay have lain in the hands of my ances- 
tors(who have been in the profession orf the Law for near 150 
yeareithat are © or 300years old= To which my son made his ac-« 
knowledgements & before they parted the invitation was renewed 
& the Saturday following was fixed for his going to the chambers 


of the gentleman- The motive of delaying it for a week was on accou | 


accountof the gentleman leavins Town the next day to go to his 
house in the country-but that he should certainly return on the 
Friday followingr.e 

My son however did not keep punctually to this engagement, 
for he did not visit the chambers till the Tuesday following 
ye end.Dec.when on entering the room the gentlemen chid him 
for not keeping his word-& said if he had not come as he did- 
he would have sent for a person to take away ye old papers 
that —— seem to be of no value- & sold them- My son then 
began to rummaze,*% in the course of a few hours,found many 
deeds of the date of Elizabeth & Jamesist. and among them in 
the same parcel,which was tied up with an old red silk tape - 
a deed of lease, granted by Wm.Shakesveare& John Hemyngea to 
Michael Frazer & his wife dated 2253 7~ get 1610 = this deed 
he handed over to the rentleman , who was sittine bv the fire - 
reading, &«speakins of his discoverv with a degree of extasy - 
the gentleman looked at it & said" this the thing that 
et the affirmative - the 

% 
n 


+ 
f 
if 


r~ = 8 
pleases you 7? to which he replied in 
gentleman seeked at +4 & sastegzave it into his hand - and said- 
you are ver¥ welcome to it, & to anything else of the kind 
that you may meet with - but observe, you must take away nothing 
till you have gone through the whole - kmade memorandums for 

me of the heads of them - I shall-leave Tewn tomorrow & for the 
porpose of your making a general search, will leave the keys of 
the chambers with you,till my return which I-presume will be in 
about 8 or 10 days = When my son came home in the evening as 
usual he mentioned to me his discovery , which in course gave 

me no less pleasure in the recital than he had received in his 
attainment «- In the course of a few pis AyD he mentioned other 
circumstances of the same kind that had fallen into his hands 
but till after the gentlemans return, I saw nore of them, he 
being under the strictest injunction not to move any paper off 
the premises. 

On Tuesday 16th.Dec.1494, he brought me the before mentioned 
deed signed by Wm.Shekespeare & Michael Frazer,& puttine it into 
my hands begged my opinion as to its orisc&nality- which after 
attentively examining and pronouncing it to be my opinion it 
was so - he very kindly offeredit to me for my acceptance ~ 


The following is a verbatim copy of the original dsrd- 


‘hy DELO Pee ot. ful 
' Se M2zjcellene cas To hers fh wr CAIs LMk 
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B62 Der 1794. Fraser | Hoyle : My 


Dn the back of this deed is indorsed as follows 


Sealed & delivered & ( obliterated) 
| in the presence of 


Wr. Dancer 


% on & corner is indorsed in the usual way in which such mem.™ 
is made 14th.duly Sth. January 


With this deed were found tied up in the same parcel two later 
| deeds one dated 10th.day of Oct. regni Regi Henrici Septimi & of 


ye Conquest of England Dicessimo quarto= the other of the same 
reign Vicessimo quarto - They are- both deeds of John Harte of 


Hackney County of Mddz . & are #wpesésed I suppose relative to 
the Harte who married the sister of Wm.Shakespeare- Joan of 


Stratford on Avon. 
bs Fraser 
The above deed,is signed only by Wm.Shakespeare , but = 
not by John Heming 


| 


GIGLAND, HKicuarp, Esq. son of 
Raxpu B. 


Historical, Monumental, and Genealogical Collec- 
tions relative to the County of Gloucester, printed 
from the original papers of the late Ralph Bigland, 
Eisq. principal King of Arms, fol, 1791, v. 1, and ten 
numbers of v. 2. 


cet soos eae nD a Pines ene een eee ig te aes DINE SARA 6 Oh ERO ATEN —— cern TE TT 
= ts i Se LTT sad a a ee eo ee Bere toe 
—D ~ 4a | ans 4 


1x2 Dec. ty Lo" Dec.1794. Frase- Bighnd (3) 
Townsend Sry Tred& Eden. 


On Thursday ye 18th.Dec. I took this deed to the Herald's office 
in order to ascertain the names of the family to whom the Seals 
‘belonged. I saw at the office Mr.Bigland & Mr.Townsend, two of the 
Heralds,who seemed hichly rratified with a sisht of ye deed, after 
‘searching some time for the nature of the quarterings to the seal 
of Mich-+ Fraser - without effect = I made a sketcr of each of the 
seals * left them at the office being vrovised they would do ali 
‘in their vower to discover to whom Fraser's belonged = but as to 
|the seal to the name of Shakespeare they were sure it was not @ 
coat of arms & what it was they could not even fuess,nor could I 
make out with any certainty as to what it appertained. 

On the Saturda’ following however ye 20th.S.Frederick Eden called 
on me = # on being shown the deed & looking at it with close atten- 
tion,he said he thought it was the Quintin - & in a few minutes 
after-wards, decidediv pronounced it to be so - In consequence -of 
which discovery we referred to Stowe's Survey of London where in 
a small wood. sh wea fFoaune 


~~ 
a Re 


a very near resemblance of the figure, 

with an arcount of the uses made of it - by the citizens of London 
& the reward attached to the successful party who played at it, Me 
Wis vorvy plain - & the letter onves#féecto it proves to be a small 7 
Sazon’S. S.Frederick was so highly eratified with this deed,& so | 
fully satisfied with the idea of its being genuine,that he made me 
an offer of several valuable books contained in his Library - if 

I would consent to part with it in exchange =- to which I put a de- 


4 


cided negative. 
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Fraser D&eet - Sur Freak Ecler. 


This7s notin §.I’s Journnt. 


Extract from "A Survey of London written in the year 1598 
| By John Stow Citezen of London. Since by the same Author 
| increased and published 1603 


The marching forth of Citezens sonnes and other young men 
on horsebacke,with gisarmed Lances and Shieldss,there to 
practise reates of warre,man against man,hath long since 

J ev have used on horsebacke, 


be left of, but in their Citie, th é 
to runne at a dead marke,called a Quinten:for note whereof 
T reade that in the yeare of Christ 1253.the 38 of Henrie 
the third.The youthfull Citezens,for an exercise of their 
activitie,set forth a game to runne at the Quinten,and who- 
soever did best,should have a Peacocke,which they had pre=- 


pared as a prize:certains of the kings servants:because the 


Court lay then at Westminster,came as it were in spite of 
the Citezens,to that game,and giving reprochful names to 
the Londoners,which for the dignitie of the Citie,and aun- 
cient priviledge which they ought to have enjoyed,were call 
Barons: the said Londoners,not able to bears so to be mis- 
used,fell upon the kings sprvants,and bet them shrewdley, 
so that upon complaint the king,he fined the Citezens to 
vay a thousand Markes. This exercise of running at the Quin 
ten,was practised by the youthful Citezens,as well in Som- 
mer as in Winter,namely in the feast of Christmasse,I have 
seene a Quinten set upon Cornehill,by the Leaden Hall »where 
the attendantes on the Lords of merrie Disports have runne 
and made great pastime,for he that hit not the brode end 

of the Quinten,was of all men laughed to scorne,and he that 
hit it full,if he rid not the faster,had a sounde bliow in 
his necke,with a bag full of sand h ranged on the other end. 


The Qninthin. 
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Deéc.!7" b DeetGF 1794. Hemynge -L% Saubhamfe 


On Wadnesdaw LWth Daa bs ee wen Renee 


eS. 
Engraved by S. Freeman . ; a : 4 ee -. 
HENRY WRIOTHESLEY, EARL OF SOUTHAMPTON. 
Cp IO2Z4 s 
FROM THE ORIGINAL, OF MIREVELYT, IN THE COLLECTION OF 
HiS GRACE , THE, DUKE BF BEDFORD. 
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Dec.17* & Deet9 41794. Hemynge -L% Seulhamfs 


On Wednesday 17th.De I 
| jednesday 17th.Dec. He brought me a N 
Shakespeare Sere  weruting nought me a Note of Hand signed by Wm.fiai1 © 
spea - that-’runs verbatim as follows: ah eT 
ohana Be 


"QO i a nie. we? 
‘a a a bec hie £3 om tne date he reofr T doe promyse + 0 mis yo ae ah 
& an worthye f a reynd J AL WL Y Oo al p prs b my 
- cacti ohn Hemynre 1 a tg 
Mond five shillings Pnelish seme es the sum of five pounds a 
"+ ce 4 ‘ 1 < Pua Paes as a recompense for hy opn Ta 
r eee os settling and doinge much ee me at the Gl noe Beta 
as also for-hys trouble sae ALAR ns the Globe theatre 
yy le in going downe for me to Stratford 
‘ Witness my hand, Wm.Shakespeare. fee hs ; 
September the nynth 1589." : 
a8 


£ To this note is attached three bits of sealing wax +44 ¢ 
following receipt viz:. 1US8 OF BOSlINE Wax = Une 
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Globe Theatre. 
ard Burbage and his brother Cuthbert demolished the old ay 
mainly out of the materials of the dis- sf 
d the Globe on the Bankside. It was 


kespeare described 
COX Tite, OF 


“In 1599, Rich 
building of the theatre and built, 
mantled fabric, the famous theatre ‘calle 


octagonal in shape and built of’ wood, and doubtless Sha 
it as ‘this wooden O”’ in the opening’ chorus of ‘Henry V.’ ’’— 
William Shakespeare,’”’ by Sidney Lee. 


(Reproduced from C. C. Stopes’s “ Shakespeare’s Fami'y,”’ by kind 
permission of Mr. Elliot Stock.) 
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Here follows a copy of the Lord Southampton's answer = ve 


See p.40 in"Miscellaneous Papers" for this.G.HoL. 
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Frofess 20% of Fazls - 


mo ~ > a oa c 4 7a Wt, 
The following is a cony of Shakesvear's Profession of his k ay h- ° 
Y) aH ne 2, 4 = 
i ith his own hand on two half she ete of paper « stf med 


flu Sd 


wax remaining by which they were originally fastened to- . 


= « é - so 
but are now separated - the original was given to me by 


‘he bottom parts of the papers - have each three ' 


Ti 3 
+ J+ 
a 


has learnt it through & repeats every morning & evening as his 


ae 


| 
‘ ij i] z Sar £ $44 + h 
: f Faith that he thinks it so sublime a piece of writing that he 
| 
I 


} re . ] & » ae 
prayer, & my Son says further that he never was so perfectly con 
of the truth of the New Testament, #® the existance of 
he has been since the Discovery of this paper, & 


3 
; | ‘a A IrAaHhan hating na ch 6. a i ¢ ; 
lly convinced of Shakespeare being a true Christian 
‘ Kt 


vinceed 


Ca 
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& 
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es Shaky ahs ma das ees ek Pt ee 
of writine has hse 


is 


<i +. a | ? 
mn generally admired by all perso 


oe 

: 3 ig Mi 

| whe have seen ye MSS but particularly by the Rev? Dr. Warton, r 

t hearing the profession, remarked with much energy I 

puttiachis spectacles upon his forehead " we have in our Liturgy 3 
grand * sublime passares 


&in aany parts of our Church Sf 
ATL steht iy ; : f i ee Re be Oe " 
but this composition leaves them allybehind, 


Gopy of Shakespeare's Profession of Faith follows here as 
: nar? ‘~ s 


® 46 in Miscellane 


1794 
PDec.26. My son ment 


jan Gi Dee 317] SOC eee 
Bee er Mis onic gah Auer 


@iscovered a book in which was entered thé common business of the day 
‘day in his ancestor's office - and that amonrst other names, that of 


/Shakespeare often occurred ~ from which there is srreat reason to 
/believe that many papers are at ye house in ye country - that it 


may be presumed are of much more consequence than those that have 
‘already been discovered. 

The Gentleman has every reason to believe,he savs,that among 

‘those papers is a finished play by Shakesnesre,the subject taken 

from Holingsheads Chronicle called Vortigern and Rowena and that 


‘there are strange interlineations and additional notes in it -to 


which Shakespeare has frequently added the initials of his name - 
W.S. and in some places his name written at leneth ~ His friend ~ 
likewise says - that amongst many old portraits lavineg arainst the 
wall - in the upper part of the house there is a whole lenrth por. 
trait of Shakespeare - painted on panel - in black drapery = with 
@ high-topped fringed glove on one hand - holding the glove of the 
fother - which reclines on a table,and that the coat of arms,name 


Pand age are inscribed on the upper vart of the picture - 


This valuable treasure ye Gentleman has promised to sive to my 
80n when he comes down to his house,which he says shell be sometime 


fabout May next. When he promised to rive this victure he at the same 
(time renewed his promise to give him the play before mentioned - 


‘and every other paper or papers that may be found in his possession.-: 


Pat the same time remarkine - "I am not unaware of the value of these 


vthings = and should they prove to be worth twenty thousand pounds - 


I have given my promise that they shall be yours ~ and will on no 
'consideration break my word. 


Wednesday, Dec. 31st.1794. 


This day my son brought home with him a deed of arreement between 
Wm. Shakespeare and JnoeLowine - which he gave to me - This deed with 
two others were fastened together withva bit of twisted silk - thro’ 
a hole made in ve upper parts of the parchment - The others are not 
yet come into my hands,but I expect them every day - Here follows 


fa verbatim copy of the deed ~- which is on parchment i2in.by Sin. 


(The copy of the Agreement with-John Lowine follows here as per 
pp-68 and 69 in Miscellaneous Papers.G.H.L. ) 


oned to me* this day that his friend had just Jisees| 
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Dec. 31%179% Lowe. 23 


‘This Deed is indented at tov and endorsed on the back as follows:- 


> 
"Sealed and delyvered in the presence of Ro.Willington, 
Alex Amcotte" 


and beneath in a law hand as usual thus 


t i AY 2 Tas 
Bo he Nove wane 


ee trig 


a ‘ 


abs 
eee 


———— 


Jan? 37 17198. Vorligern - [,€aY. 


t Saturday Jan.3. 17@6- This day mv Son informed me in confidence 
‘that ye gentleman had shown him the manuscript play before mentione< 
'P.18. & with it the Tragedy of Kine Lear. They were tied together 
‘with a bit of black silk so rotten - that it fell into pieces on 
attempting to unty it - These two plays arse all in the hand-writing 
‘of Shakespeare - Ihe play that has never been performed,is taken 
from Hollingshed's Chronicle Vol.1.p.109 = Hist'y of England ~ 
The story is the dethroning and murdering of Constantius King of 
Britain by Vortigern and the consequent esposal of the latter with 
Rowena,daughter to Hengist a Saxon General - 
The Characters in the play are written by Shakespeare in ye first 
paze as follows i- 


iL 


(ae 


Constantius King of Britain 
Vortigern . . ° 
Aurelius,Ambrosi and ) 

Uter Pendragon ) Sons of Constantius 
The two tutors to the sons 
Hengist, ;eneral of the Saxons. 


Vortigern's three sons 

Two murderers 

The wife of Vortigern 

Rouis Daughter to Hengist 


A Princess - Soldiers and Attendants 


“a -* a — a 1s : 
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In several places in the margin of this play Shakespeare has 
written - "I have here deviated a little from Master Hollinhshead" 


after which he has sometimes added ~"W.S." and at others"Wm.Shakes tp 
poare. ea 
In the play of King Lear = he has cast the parts and has given @ | 


each part to the eeeecti ee Players that was to perform it,whether oh 
they agree with the names of ye printed copies =- I cannot ascerteli: g 


At the time my son gave me this account of ye two plays = he 
presented me with a second deed that he had obtained (and which 
was mentioned on pell=- The following is a copy taken verbatim 
from the original . 1s 


Copy of Agreement with Henry Condelle follows here as per PP. 
ay 


72 and 73 in "4 scell: neous Papers" G.H.L. @ 
: or 
This deed is thus endorsed:- sd 
Ls 

? a i al A Tia) <-49 oe | , ow 4. i » . - > iD 
"Sealed and Delyvered in the presence of Jno.Bruce Ye 
Jno.Siye" 
and on the fold beneath is writtent- | 
{ 


®n. 


Li OU cs ee de TL. an tur 
20 th e May 6 GtNe Jami 


< 


y.5.1795. My son informed me that the Gentleman 

oI ad received a few days ago,a letter from some person? . 
in pete letter he offers to give him (the gentleman) Two Thou-= 

sand pounds in case he may be permitted to look over his law papers Ne 
in the count try,and should there find any that may answer his expec- : 
pectation. Respecting this letter the Gentleman referred himself 

to my son and said “read that letter". ke sata "De vou wish 46 


@ispesse ef My son having read the letter = he said "Do you wish 

to. dispose of these papers, if they should be what the person ~ 
wants ? if so - speak = and I will write an answer accordingly 

and you shall receive the sum proposed"- To which my son says 
he replied “No I wit not part with them for any sum"=- he then 

says - the gentleman sat down and wrote an answer,and said to 

this effect I know of no papers that I have that can concern vou 


you or any other person,nor shall I choose in any consideration 
to have my private papers turned over by you or anyone elss = 


To this answer he = the Gentleman received another letter in 
a day or two wherein the party pererere in his enguiry and adds 
five hundred youn more (making two thousand five hundred pounds) 
“\ 4 


the liberty of making a research amongst his 


is 


if he will gran 
papers = 
Tuesday Jan.6. 6 above second request I am informed by my 
gon that the Gentleman had consented to see the party as last 
night at the Hotel where he lodged ~ and that he did receive him 
there, and after asking him the particular nature of his errand - 
which was to request he might look over his papers in ye country- 
where he had r ik he might find some papers of a 
curious nature, anc find such papers he would gladly 
give the sum of two thousand five hundred pounds - TO which the 
Gentleman replied that he thought the request bordered on im- 


f T a 


@ 


Pe] 


a, - 


pertinence -and that he did 4 know that he had any papers of 9 

that description and that if he had,he would not part with a scrap j{) 

of them on any terms whatever ~ particularly to him _ as he had 

so rudely introduced himself = then ringing the bell =- he says 

he ordered the servant to shew nate downstairs with all speed. | 
This same day my son informs me that application had been made + 

by his friend the Gentleman th aad means of a friend, to the 


Attorney General to draw up the form of an engagement as a dee 
of gift,for the conveyance of certain papers or things which ah 
the Gentleman was possessed) of on which should be so bin ndin 
St Yael eae oe rae ee ees. cam ene i 


Py RR ik Eg se ue raed 


= xeret 


Jan o* aritiion |yfedoe ™. H. Qeintin Seo) 24 — 
 Drew-= * Shek espeare § Head. Cowley. 14 Harecuvt ; 


yes 
that nothing on earth could revoke it - This engagement was accord- Th 
lfingly drawn up - on Stamps - regularly - and blanks Left to be filled 
up by the Gentlemam as to the nature and quality of the papers and 
‘things so mentioned = He (my’ gon) further says that the blanks were ith 
filled up and that he has now in his possession sealed up the en- Mss. 
gagement in which the Gentleman promises to delivsr up'to him every is 
paper and thine that has,or may be discovered relative to Shakespeare— 1ich 
My son further declares that he has in his possession the key Wa 
‘that encloses all such papers and things - and that when they are "y 
dels {Vere#iintto him,he shall return the key to the Gentleman = fe 
My son, likewise this day Tuesday iis sacar yma he never mentioned 
the Gentleman's name to any soul living - and further declares that 
the has every reason to believe that the application to inspect the was 
Gentlieman™s papers,is “ere @ person in the Country or from someone i. 
4n Town who has had had his information from them for the purpose , 
lof looking over the papers and that he does not at this moment beltevs he 
‘the papers - intended to be sought after were those of Shakespeare & ; 
but papers that might more imme diately concern his own private affaires 
informed me of a circumstance of red 


This Tuesday my son has also a 
‘rather a curious nature but whic 


WL A 


hh I have not seen he not having per=i | 48 
. ab eras hl! ey ee : Shee Bc? pr 
permission to shew it at present) that on salen a deed which seemed “Ge 


A oO pt i. 4 
to have no relative connection with Shakespeare whatever - he discoverd 
C 


wrapped up carefully in paper - seal of carnelian stone set in gold, 'd 
‘with the engraving of the Juintin before mentio sned,a and which on 
examination proves to be the seal he used in sealing that deed - hen. 


in 
Oz ce 


t} 
This geal he ia promised by the Gentleman shall be his ~ I have 
‘not yet seen it - on 
Thursday Jan.15.1795. My son presented me with the following 
letter enclosing a drawing of Shakespeare's head - in pen and ink - 
by himself. It was discovered by the Gentleman - his friend at his ous 


: et ae ; et eel tere ~ 3 ~ mt a ere ann 4a “a ee | 
house in the country and was sent to my son enclosed ina parcel = 
1 


The following is a correct copy of tne letter ie 


Copy of letter to Richard Sowley follows here as per p.49 in "Mis- 
7 Fa bi > Oe + 
cfllaneous Papers” GeHele 


It is folded very simply - has been sealed and the superscription 


is as follovs:- uaexD 


wr is “ 7 vs -< ae ~ zi P a 4 : a 
Toe Masterre Richard VOWwley . 
0 etal ee” as 
Dwellynge atte onne Masterr: de 


"Holliss a Draperre inne ie: 
"Wattlynge Streets 


tT 3 
é.. ,:0nN1C 
- 


10NMN6 » 


Thursday. Jan.1795 


Lord Harcourt sends his Comps.to Mr.Ireland with 
for his obliging offer of viewing the literary cur 
possessed of,an offer he hopes some time hence to avail. himself 
of, thourh at present he is so circumstanced as not +e me 
to fix any time for giving himself that indulgence. 
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Bin! 19° “Feb, /E1I95. Bassoniod sylockDy 31 
Cotdecoll- Worlon- tewlelt. Oe 


On Monday Jan.19.1795 my son brought to me a small whole length por 
portrait - of a figure which he said his friend had written to 


him from the Country in which ho described it as being like the Lth 
whole length at his house there - If it is the portrait of Shake- {ss. 
speare it is very unlike the head to the first folio. 8 
On one side the portrait is an ancient "W" and on ye other an "':" ich 
"so" not unlike the characters in his own writing = his Arms with wa 
‘a red field in one corner - 9 
The names of the following plays are written in the background 8 


which is blue much faded - 


"Agse you lyke itte was 
"Othello = Hamblette ; 
i Kynge Jonn 


"Kvnge Hty the fythe he 
) 
"Romeo ande Julyette Por 
"Tempeste "ed 
"Rycharde the Seconde” as 
sa. 
On the reverse of the drawing - is a small drawing whole length - | 
of the Shylock of the time with a pair of scales on one side yo i qd 
head and ea curious formed knife - His dress is much like that 
worn by the North Hollander of the present day,his hands are in ve ) 26Nn. 
ye pockets of his trunk hose or trowsers - it doen not appear to 
be so well drawn as the figure on the opposite side - The drawings om 
have every appearance of being made as far back as ye time in 
which Shakespeare lived - My son is informed by his friend that 
the drawing hung up in ye Green Room of the Theatre of that timp. 
The dress of Bassanio is by no means the dress of an English 
centleman of that period - he is a coxcomb in every point of it, eg 
e 


and is certainly an Italian one. The Helmet or Bassnet on the 
head is to this day and ever has been an Italian decoration of 
the head and is no doubt derived from the Romans whom they are 
ever proud to appear the descendants of. IT take the character to 
be here representsd,as speaking to someone and most peo obably to - 
Anthonio - The following speech in the early part of the play in a 
some degree seems to corroborate the idea here advanced - he is 
addressing himself thus $. 


"Tis not unknown to you Anthonio, pel 
"How much I have disabled mine estate 
"By shewing something a more swelling port” 


Some writing ap 
sanio - I applies 
Temple,to desyp 


pearing indistinctly beneath ye drawing of eet: 
ed to a Mr. Hewlett of the Gommon Pleas Offic 


ohnes Hoskins.” 


Feb.1ste1795- Mr.eGaldecot introduced Dr.Warton who expressed 


a great satisfaction on viewing the papers and appeared to be 
fully satisfied with their authenticity, and after hearing the 


"Profession or Faith" recited,he put his hand to his forehead anc © 
and exclaimed with much energy "We have many beautiful passages 
vin our Litany and in many parts of the "New Testament", but this 

"“sood man has distanced them ali" 


378 © Biographical Account bf the la 


OZIAS HUMPHRY, R. A. was born at’! 
Honiton; in Devonshire, Sept. 8, 1742, 
and received the earliest part of his edu- 
cation under the tuition of Mr. Samuel 
Bamfield, a person. much distinguished 
in that town and neighbourhood; for his 
various skill in commonJearning. (When 
he had- attained his eleventh year, he was 
removed by his father to’ the Grammar- 
school in‘ that place; of which ‘the Rey. 
Richard Lewis, M.A. then was, and had 
been for many years, the learned instruc-. 
tor, Mr. Lowis was not insensible to the, 
talents of his young pupil, and devoted 
much attention to his improvement during) 
the three years he continued under Ws! 
care, “His. passion for drawing had been’ 
early and ardent; -and his parents at 
length, wearied with importunity,: con- 
sented. to: send him to. London, wishing 
him to.enjoy the benefit of Mr. W. Ship- 
ley’s schools, now. first promulgated for 
the.instruction of youth in all the branches 
of, design ; and also of profiting by the 
gesses and plaster casts from the antique 
statues, &c. then recently. imported from 
Italy, andmade public forthe benefit of stu- 
dents, by the liberal munificence; of, the 
late Duke of Richmond, in Privy-gardens. 
These advantages he enjoyed somewhat 


more than two years, during which pe- 
riod his rather aida, waicn made it neces | 


gary he should return to his mother’s 
house jn Devonshire. His desire at this 
time was to be placed with Sir -Joshua 
Reynolds, but circumstances ordered it 
otherwise; and he was engaged with Mr, 
Sdmuel Collins, an eminent miniature. | 
painter in enamel and water-colours, at 
Bath, with whum -he resided two years, 
when his, instructor removed to Dublin, 
aud our young Artist succeeded him in 


his wrofessional sitnation in that’ city. 
invited by Sir J. Reynolds to setue sim 


self in London vear him, which lie accord- 
ingly resolved upon and accomplished the 
following year; and had the happiness 
of being brought forward to public notice 
under the auspices of that distinguished 
character, with whom he always conti- 
nyed to live in habits of the utmost fami-' 
liarity and friendship. In 1766, Mr. 
Humphry exhibited at Spring-gardens a 
portrait in miniature of John Mealing, 
the old and well-known model of: the 
Royat Academy, which. was universally, 
noticed and admired, and was purchased| 
by his present Majesty, who was- gra-| 
cidusly pleased to reward him for it by a 
present of one hundred guineas. As .a 
farther encouragement, he had the bonour 
to paint a large miniature of her Majesty, 
with other branches of the Royal Family. 
He practised this line of art with almost 
unexampled success until the year‘1772, | 
when a fal] from his horse in Great George- 
street,; Westminster, gave his’ head sso 
violent a shock, and impaired: his ‘whole 
nervous system’ so much, that hé wasiun- 
ahle to: pursue his professional” studies 
with the same efficacy that he had hither- 
to'done. He therefore judged it prudent, 
with the advice of his friends, to endea- 
vour to extend»the scale of his practice; 
and for this purpose, in 1773, resolved 
to pass a few years in Italy, not only for. 
' the reason just stated, but with a hope 
also of general improvement in his pro- 
fession. He left England in March, ac- 
companied by his friend Romney, and 
proceeded to Rome, where, and in the 
neighbourhood, he resided four years, 
Previous: to. his' departure from London, 
he had been honoured by his Royal High- 
ness the late Duke of Gloucester with let- 
ters of recommendation to our Foreign 
Ministers, to the Cardinal Casalé, Go- 
vernor of Rome, and to the Princes Borg- 
hese and Aldobrandini, with other great 
personages. In this situation, thongh 
surrounded by advantages, he had still 
many difficulties to contend with; for his 
time had been so entirely engrossed by 
minjature-painting, that he had little or 
no practice in eil; and had therefore the 
whole process to discover. He availed 


himself for this purpose of the finest. 


~dloured parts of the Frescos of Raphael 

ithe Vatican, and studied the system of 
itian, from his pictures in the Borghese 
nd Colonna Palaces, or wherever they 
ould be seen, He-drew and studied from 
ve antique at the French Academy, tlie 
‘apitol, and’the Belvidere, and took ac- 
urate measures Of many of their fines? 
\atues, a |» 


fe Mr) Ozias Humphry. [Ap ril, 


At home he composed and made 
Wl his studies from Nature; and had an 
wening academy in his own apartment, 
vhich was frequented by some of the’ 
ablest living Artists. He visited Naples 
for six weeks, and quitted Rome to return 
to England in June 1777. He passed 
through Florence, where he had already 
spent two summers in making copies of 
the Venus by Titian, of Rubens’ Wife, 
many heads from Masaccio, and deduc- 
ing with scrupulous enquiry the progress’ 
of Painting from its infancy in Cimabue, 
with its gradual advancement under Gi- 


otto, Ghirlandaioe, and others, to its most | ' 


vigorous manhood and perfection in Ra- 
phael and Michael Angelo Buonnaroiti. | 
At Venice he continued’ a month; when 
he proceeded on to Vicenza (adorned 
with the finest buildings of Palladio) and 
pursued his course by Verona to Mantua ; 
and from thence to Parma, which con- 
tained the grandest examples of Correggio’s 
art. He went by Milan, through Swit- 
zerland, crossing St. Gothard, and by 
Strasbourg, through Alsace, a second time 
to. Parisy*. In September’ following he ar- 
rived in Lis native country, and immedi- 


ately took the necessary measures for re- 


tice, became inveterate ; and although his 
studies in Italy, and the paintings he had 


exhibited, were considered as demonstrat- - 


ing a comprehension of his art with great 
ability, yet it cannot be denied that his 
efforts in oil never corresponded with the 
expectations that had been raised by his 
early and uncommon progress in Minia- 
ture. All these particulars having been 
observed by his friend Sir Rebert Strange, 
and it having been by himself acknow- 
ledged that he was unable steadily to en- 
counter. any great undertaking without 
much apprehension, Sir Robert advised 
hinv to give over the contest, and endea- 


your, by an excursion for a few years to: 


the Courts of India, to create for himself 
4 sufficient competency, and pass the 
remainder of his’ days in quiet and ra 
tional enjoyment. With this intention, 
at the commencement of the year. 1785, 
he embarked on-board the. Francis East 
Indiaman for Bengal, and arrived the 


September. following at Calcutta, the ¢a-~ 


pital of the British Settlement. Upon his ar- 


rival in India, notwithstanding he had pro- ~ 
vided himself with necessaries iu every line, 


it was recommended, as the field was most 
en in Miniature, that he should practise in 


establishing himself as a professional cha-fat only, to prevent jealousy and uneasy | 


racter; and for this purpose he engaged ajutention ; to which he willingly acqui- 
house in Newman-street. All his studiesfced 
in Italy had been made with a view tofesidency; yet he visited the Courts of 
extend the scale.of his practice. He hadJoorshedabad, Benares, and Lucknow, 
uniformly considered the most important} which latter city he continued seven 
examples in Art, .and laid a competentjonths; and painted several large minia- 
foundation for Historical Painting., Hisjres of Princes, Nabebs, and Rajahs, 
copies of the finest parts of the frescos ofjth many of their Omrahg of high dis- 
Raphael, and the best coloured pictures ofhction, His ill state of health, however, 
Titian, were made with so much success,)mpelled him to return home; and he 
that they were allowed by French and Ita+cordingly Jeft India on the 16th .of 
lian Artists to resemble the tones of the ori4arch, 1788, ai { arrived in London at 
ginals with singular exactness. Thus preje usual time, sithout accomplishing 
pared, he recommenced an establishment, object of his voyage. After making 
strong.in resolution and elated with hope.e necessary enquiries about the general 
But he had the mortification to find thatate of Art, and securing himself a resis 
the general request from every re Seats in St, James’s-street, be resumed, 
of persons was for portraits.’ No one ever| rather continued, his original branch of 
mentioned an historical subject, or seemediniature Painting; and the following 
inclined to give him encouragement inring exhibited four pictures, which were 
that line; msomuch that whatever hethly commended by the connoisseurs, 
had acquired became in a great measureli confirmed his former reputation. In 
useless, and began insensibly to languish} year 1790 he was elected a Mem- 
and fade away from his recollection. His> of: the Royal Academy; at which 
best friends assured him that he possessed 


His genera! residence was at the | 


abundantly the means of deriving ar am- 
ple income by Portrait Painting, the only 
popular branch, and that every other at- 
tempt would be insanity in the extreme: 
he accordingly devoted himself exclusively 
to portraiture. It appeared evidently to 


him, in the progress of his practice in oil, | 


that the focus of his sight was not natu- 
rally adapted to, large undertakings, being 
originally near-sighted, a defect which had 
been strengthened and confirmed byhis long 
exercise of Miniature Painting ; to which 
must be added, the injury his eyes and 
whole nervous system had received by 
the fall from his horse in 1772, In the 
year 1779 he sent five pictures in oil to 
the Exhibition. Two of them were whole 
lengths, and particularly approved of; so 
that they produced him commissions to a 
considerable amount. He was rising fast 
in reputation, when it happened that at 
this juncture (1780) Mr. Hayley ad- 
dressed a poem to his friend Romney, as 
the most promising candidate of the time, 
which was universally read, and deservedly 
admired. This work was commended by 
the critics, quoted by the newspapers, 
magazines, and reviews, and, in short, 
became so popular a subject of attention, 
that it diverted the public favour to Rom- 
ney, whose long-established reputation 
had well qualified him to profit by the 
kind intentions of his poetical encomiast. 
In his various practice he was always too 
sensible of his defective sight for large 
paintings, It was a‘continual struggle to 
counteract this, by painting at the utmost 
possible distance from his picture ; but 
natural deficiency, strengthened and con- 
firmed by a long course of minute prac- 


he was employed by the late Duke 
of Dorset to paint a series of family-por- 
traits, from their Original progenitor down 
to the present time. The task was, how- 
ever, more weighty than at first he had| 
been aware of ; for as many of them were 
large, and of great depth and strength, he 
felt an increasing inconvenience to- his 
sight ; insomuch that, after haying com- 
pleted nearly.the whole number, a half. 
length of Lionel first’ Duke of Dorset, 
from Sir. Joshua Reynolds, in the rebes 
of the Order of the Garter, so wearied and. 


O2Z2e5 een phreg sr ho 
lodged at Mrs, Spreer's 
tar Thorahagh Slyeete 
Bedhead Sqyucre, Wes 
trilerred im Che (Burying 
Crround of St Jaores's 
Chapel , T.Menhaom 
Coal firah aged b7 
jeded Marin g: 1610. 
He pucnled pecloarG 
of Mrs. d1ddens ¥- hey 


Sule @w gay s 


SHERIDAN (R.. B.) A. L. s.1 p. 4to, Aug, 18, 1780, to Ozias 
Humphrey, wth three portraits 


*.* Refers to some purchase that is being negotiated, and the 
possibility, of his going to Bridgewater with Fox. 


—— 


(ill aki &. 
 Feal® & Feh4¥l7 95, C2105 Humph rey-Coldecolt > 
Malone Bang -W.H.-T. 


| On Sunday Feb.1.1795.Mr.eHumphrey the painter called at Mr. 


CGaldecott's Chambers and left Mr. Malone's card - requesting Lth 
permission for him to call at Mr.O's to view the Shakespeare {ss. 
Papers = to which Mr.0.replied that they were not nor ever 8 
had been in his possession,but that they were in the hands ich 

| of Mr. IRELAND of Norfolk St.where they had been ever since their | Wa 

. their discovery - and from whence, MriiC.observed,he believed thoy » 
they would not be removed into the house of any person what- fe) 
ever unless he,Mr.Ireland, should be requested to wait on his 


Majesty with them,which he should certainly - as his duty re- 
quired,comply with - At the same time Mr.Caldecott informed ras 
Mr.Humphrey, that he believed it was Mr. Ireland's intention | 
not to shew them to any Commentator or Shakespeare=-Monger 


| whatever - he 
| This answer it would be imagined should have satisfied any su ) 
any such person as Mr.M-or at least have prevented his appli- Por 
cation to any other person or through any other channel than "ed 
| that of Mr.eIreland himself instead of which Mr.Malone in a, as 
very' unbecoming and ungentlemanlike manner applied to my friend - es 
| .Mr.Byng by a letter on ye Wednesday following ye 4th .#eb'y 
| of which the following is a copyi- qd 
"ptr Byne, If you can get your friend (WH Ireland,G.Hel. ) 2en 
"to bring Lord Southampton's letter and the answer to it,and 
mn 


"the articles between Condelle,lemynze &ceto your house to- 
"morrow at three o'clock,I will produce a fac-simile of Lord 
"Southampton's hand-writing which will at once ascertain the 
"matter,but I beg my name may not be mentioned,let it be only 


"a gentleman. Yours very truly i x 
Edmond Malone Wednesday morning’" A 2 he 


The gentleman: alluded to in this letter is my son - The mean- - 
ness of conduct in this letter stands in no need of comment. 


» a 
tua 


Eb, 2° Zs Feb 971795" Dithe of L5eds F-of Wararch 


| The Duke of Leeds presents his Compliments to Mr.Ireland nd begs 
| leave to return his best thanks for Mr.Ireland's very obliging 


35 


> offer of permitting the Duke to see the papers in rosie ee: with 3 
\ The Duke is afraid it will not be in his power to sasgre ie »*News 
| of Mr.Ireland"s goodness any morning this week before zr oe ’ mee ye 
but if that day should not be inconvenient to Mr. Trelan yth which 
> Duke will be happy to wait upon him about one o'clocke saw a 
| Grosvenor Squaree Feb.2nd.1795. ay, 
a we 
| 3 was 
»H. 
| EARL OF WARWICK TO SAMUEL IRELAND. i 
1S he 
| ides ane e j unicated: to me a 
| T am nuch obliged to you for having commun d : owed 
ry ataric 2 | 
the very fortunate Bini. you have made of some mat pil 5 ie wered 
Ba I sincerely hope that it may at ag 
papers of our immortal * | 
th We opening of a mine of genius which cannot be ex wpa eielh cei > re, | 
| ait cold an ld : 
| r m very much indisposed with ac q 
any other source. I 4 : a eaceie Pate te | 
ME! > : ee 
my sister who sets out for ; 
obliged to go to see! } Agile teen i. | { 
| —e | aC q rT? wbO ry amily i, a wm Bo ; 9 LV ; 
: rning after which I must retut 0-1} | 
ie eta be able to find a minutes time I will call upon ie a then | 
Ser o'ciock,but I really fear I shall not be able,so beg ar nd | 
. abl 
2 11 hat stay at home for me. May I beg to know if the papers to gen | 
wi 2. me mm C8 ay ye , 
- which you allude are any ‘Paeberricr ons of Shakespeare or ee 
} s relics of curiosity St : 
bidet my dear Sir Yours "faithfully ang obediently Loh 
f Feb 401795 i WARWICK Albemarle Ste 
> e ° e 
322 Humphry (Onna) Life and Works of, Tho Paring ston D3 1ary. 
o by G. C. WILLIAMSON, 220 reproductions, MANY O04 ve Bal rare old oa that 
IN COLOURS, of pictures and drawings, minta- Nov. 4tn,. 1804 0 FAO. . ictal ato P 
tures, autograph documents, etc., stout roy. 400u Oz 4as Hum phi ray! 3 fa? thar was a Bakar ; 
- hf. ae PE Se to 400 bee ae fonds bon who died in poor @i wees ? 
(pu . £4 4S. rt.) F ye es, re har to Obt< 4y Te) 
staness and to enable her 40 Ol ! 
a livakshood,a raspactabls neighbour is 
natn nis widow in the art of - 
; eae 3 4,1. 
making laée — She also Kapt a littl 
shop and sold wine in small adanel ieee 
7 
| 3 
AE fn rg hls brzdge ve5zcheck Ozias Humfrey, the ik 
4 Royal Academician (the friend of Reynolds, aaa 
4a Dr.-Johnson, and Romney), who is thus celebrated my 
: by the poet Hayley, when abandoning miniatures Ve 
for oil portraits :— 
q “Thy graces, Humfrey, and thy colours clear, 
: From miniature’s small circle disappear ; i 


May thy distinguished merit still prevail, : 
And shine with lustre on a larger scale.” 


a 


‘¢7Q OZIAS HUMPHRY,! ESQ. 
COSITR, April 5, 1784. 

‘Mr. Hoole has told me with what benevolence you listened to a request 

afraid to make, of leave to a young painter ® to attend you 


which I was almost ; 
ng-room, to see your operations, and receive 


from time to time in your painti 
your instructions. . val 
man has perhaps good parts, but has been without a reoular 


educatior. 


and suecess, and shall think myself much favoured if I receive from you a per- 


TP Kemble. lol, Cherles 
Marsh Chat Uhis lock of has. 


“The young : withou 
He is my godson, and therefore I interest myself in his progress Nar lA H. Lyula vii Cum pes sedithat 


‘ssion to send him. . Mr | 
missi¢ much restored, but I am not yet allowed he had Cir from Z hi. Ika a | 


‘My health is, by Gop’s blessing, 

by my physicians to go abroad; nor, indeed, do I think myself yet able to 
* 

endure the weather. lam, Sir, 

<‘Your most humble servant, 


“SAM. JOHNSON.” 
TO THE SAME. 
<< Srp, April 10,1784, © 
“The bearer is my godson, whom I take the liberty of recommending to 
your kindness; which I hope he will deserve by his respect to your excellence, 
and his gratitude for your favours. Iam, Sir, 
“‘ Your most humble servant, 
“SAM. JOHNSON.” 
TO THE SAME. 
«Sir, May 31, 1784. 
“Tam very much obliged by your civilities to my godson, but must beg of 
you te add to them the favour of permitting him to see you paint, that he may 
know how a picture is begun, advanced, and completed. ; 
a few of your operations, I hope he will show that, 
the benefit has been properly conferred, both by his proficiency and his gratitude. 


At least I shall consider you as enlarging your kindness to, Sir, 
“* Your humble servant, 


“‘Sam. JOHNSON.” | 


“Tf he may attend you in 


1 The eminent painter, representative of the ancient family of Homfrey (now Humphry) 
in the West of England; who, as appears from their arms which they have invariably 
used, have been (as I have seen authenticated by the best authority) one of those among 
the knights and esquires of honour who are represented by Hollingshed as having issued 
from the Tower of London on coursers apparelled for the juszes, accompanied by ladies 
of honour, leading every one a knight with a chain of gold, passing through the streets of 
London into Smithfield, on Sunday, at three o'clock in the afternoon, being the first Sun- 
day after Michaelmas, in the fourteenth year of King Richard II. This family once 
enjoyed large possessions; but, like others, have lost them in the progress of ages. Their 
blood, however, remains to them well ascertained ; and they may hope, in the revolution 
of events, to recover that rank in society for which, in modern times, fortune seems to be 
an indispensable requisite.— BoswELL. S : 

2 Son of Mr. Samuel Paterson, eminent for his knowledge of books. —BoswE Lle 


Adon, 


See “Clubs of- Lundin eee 


| of Polly Th trrfyscrne or sone Such 


LT 


Lh 104 & Feh (S407 q5- Shakspeare s Marv-D* Parr 3946 hob 


‘Rearveeé - Bale Dudley ° Linley - 


on Tuesday Feb.10.1795.my son brought home the letter and poetry 
that follows and enclosed a Lock of Shakespeare's hair,curiously 


| twisted - of about Sinches and half in length - The following is ith 
| a copy of the letter that enclosed them.It is addressed thus and Mss. 
| has been sealed. is 
11ich 
| "Anna Hatherrawaye IW a 
"Dearest Anna" 'y 
re 
Then follows the copy of the letter as per p.31 in “Miscellaneous 
Papers". GeHoLe | | 
was 
| t 
he 
re 
for 
Enclosed in this letter are the following lines of poetry which red 
I have copied verbatim. Rein 
Then follows the copy of the verses as per p.34 in "Miscellaneous 
Papers" ed 
» 
shen 
l 
ion 
Vide Symeon verity K.Lear. & 
Vide p.169 2nd.Ed. &st.Column Hen'y 6. wee 
"Thus yeilds the Cedar to the Axes edge — 


"Whose Armes gave shelter to the Princely Eagle 
"Under whose shade the ramping Lyon~-slept 

"Whose top=branch over-pier'd Jove', spreading Tree - ae 
"and kept low Shrubs from Winter's pourfull winde." en 


Bhis is in relation to the "talle Cedarre" mentioned in the above 
letter.G.H.L. 


Dr.Parr presents his respectful Compliments to Mr.Ireland,® 
havines particular business to transact on Monday morning he 
requests Mr.Ireland's permission to have the honor of waitines 
upon him) -omorrow about one o'clock,& willtake the liberty of 
bringin¥# him a lerned friend, who is equally interested with 
Dr.Parrhimself in seeing the curious papers which Mr.Ireland 


has had the goodness to offer to Dr.Parsr's inspection - 


Cacil St.Hotel 


Saturday Feb.14. '95 — 
Ce ee ees) pe , Ae 
On Sunday Feb'y.15.1795.Mr.Pearce of the @dmiralty,formerly "ditor o 


Editor of ye"Morning Herald",called and left his card with 
that of his relation Mr.Bate Dudley - I was from home.in ye 
afternoon ye letter annexed¥to ye other side came to my hand- 
Ro which I returned in the course of the evening the following 
answer. 2 (X The le ev follows hence) | 
” dmsw overleaf | ity 
"Dear Sir, I called this morning to introduce Mr.Bate Dudley | i 
"to you - I saw Mrs.Linley and having mentioned a few parti- 
"culars which he communicated - Mr.D.was desirous of seeing | 
"vou = I purpose calling again to-morrow morning at 4past 1l- ies 
"IT am Dear Sir, Yours very sincerely Wm. Pearce 
" No.108 Long Acre, Sunday morning - Feb.15.1795. 


(Query if the above should be Mr. not Mrs. (Linley )G.HL. 


ies etal 


yiteog bas tettel end emod ddsvord noe ym. GETL.OL.det ysbaeuT 0 | 
vievotiso,tisd a'erseeqeeisda to Xool s beaofone dns awolfot tadt | 
at gntwolfot efT.- déanef ni Ifed bos sedontt suods to - betaltws 


bys avid bereetbbs at tIi.medt beaolone tsdt reste ent Io yqoo 8s 
-befsea need asd 


evewstiedsdsH sank" } 
"“ennA teotsed" 


auyoensifeoatM” mf [8.q req as tettel edt to yqoo eft awollot nent 
oloHeD ."ateqsd 


dotdw yiteoq to eent£ antwolfot ent ets tettel atdt nt beeolond 
omitsdrev betqoo evad I 


evoensifeostM" mt S&.q teq as seetev edt to ygoo ent awolfot crodT 
"syeqsd 


tselet ydtinev noemya ebfV 


8 y'ineH omulod.daB .bd.bnS C8L.g eblV 


eabe aexA edt ot tebe edd ablftey eudt" 

efeast yLeont1d edt ot tedfeda evsg eemiA eaodW" 
gqeLle-noyld antqmer edt ebscde eaorw te hbau" 

eerl antbseiga ,'evot b'tetq=-1evo donsid-qod eaonw" 
" ebatw Ifuttvog e're¢ntW mort eadurde wol tqex baA" 


svods edt mt benotinem “errebed effed" ent o¢ nottsfer aft at etd? 
oleHod.tetiel 


—Lo Lye) een 


ee 


ne 


shakespeare, , it contains insimuat ions O1 


, Pm 


‘bak 
AhNTIS79§. Peorce Bale Dudley 


5] ; 
ee Prigcn i was not at home this morningbto receive 
end and am equally so that I gannot from various 


de 
_ engagements five you a Sight of the papers till Wednesday next 
"at 11 - when I shall be heppy to see you. . 


il’Se trul 4 V Sele (Feh jst 795) 


"Dear Sir, Feb.17th.1705 
Altho! I & 
the publication of the Morning 


3 
Ne 


to trouble you with a line on ve 

tains this morning a most injurious 

to the Shakespeare papers, rece 

It insinuates as you will see ere 

gery ~ either agai: 0 

know from the Rditor who is the Author af tha 
=) 


¥ 
you will obligs me by putting me into the readiest mode of obtaining 
} peal ial | TP ey a] Sa oy 2 2 * re 
bebe ca oe tl, 7G attack 1s not only against ye Moga? of 
the : ye a in questi OM, OUT arainst my interest asa I am w pre 
paring them in a very expensive manner to be laid arora “this Public 
The papers having been carefully inspected by some of the first 
Antiquarians as well as by some of the first penmen of consequence 
in ve K ting dom - Woo a } but ( Y- opi nion, Be that decidedly 
in favor of their origin = th Ltack in this day's Herald, stronglv 
applies to giving them the lie, as well as to tax-us with a fraudu- 
ent attempt to impose on the Public <= Ibeg the favor of a line 
2 ES we A ae anri eo a GaP Se Nears sae go ey oe £ " 
in) answer to thi 8 gp Bilt Ge bd bake vOoMmorrow mor nin sf TO receive you 
shall still hope to have that pleasures - 


Norfolk St. 


Feb.17. lo Mr.W.Pearce 


(viz 8.15 er: ey o 
This letter,- I find was sent enclosed to Mr.Dudley on ye Monday 
morning, and on the Tumeday ($) next day) appeared in the Herald 
the following illiberal paragraph (see ye advertisement ) 
sD me to write di ly to Mr.Pearce —- a copy 
my letter is. ‘aera sad ton the other side - After ye writing this 


ce * 2 ~% Mf Ae) = a Iams aang 1 ber rmaA wvrac , - y nA whe a) 
letter I called on Mr.P. at y Admiralty- who was much hurt at the 
1 ry Imnat ad wer Imaasaur) adie af os 4 nn Af heat - >" 7 
peragraph,and denied any knowledge of it, or of being a all con- 


fe) 
cerned in ye management of ths Herald - on my return to Din'r I 
called at ye office ~ where mestins Dudley near the door, I entered 
&éhe- instantly followed - I requested earnestly to see him o 
yap e gs denice {; 


persons in the office but! i lenied —- After several times 
requesting to see him, eing as often told that he was gone, 

T AB <7 oh SW Pr tars * 7 at 
which I believe was not true - In th ren [ wrote a letter 
to him of which the following is a copy - 

“oor To Mr.Dudley 
X Thelelle app cars vhwve 
BAT, im oe f 
Havine called twice at your office this day for some 
iT try 9 navragranh tn thie mornines Hera R 
information relative to a paragraph in this mornings Herald, & 

. by i ie dla tym oe want . * 2 4 5 
that without success, I am induced to refer to you as proprietor 
of that paper, The paragraph to which I de is under the article 

. 2s e =) oe 


Cr, 


30 malevolent &* inf! urd ite 
@ nature respecting the reputation of myself & family as 

it necessary to know from you, Whather it meets the public eye win 
your concurrence or not,Iif it has not passed your immediate obser- 
vation I then request that it-“may in tomorrow's Herald be so stated 


am convinced that you can have nothing to do with 
Herald at present = I am yet induced 
ye Sup ISS % of that paper - which con- 
* impudent paragraph - relative 
overed,%& now in my possession_'8 he 
ess than an imputation of fore 
On or myself - As it is necessary I should 


+ 


Vv 


Author of this infamous insinuation, 


5 was 
» e ; 


1at 


ha 
Se eer 


| Feb. 17 = Fo FEM LO0L 1995. Pesine Lak Dz 
Boswell- Byng - Coleman | 


as to contain truths only, which as it now 
titute of - I beg to acquaint you that a fe 
misrepresentation of facts, I called to inform your Edit that 
the original papers of Shakespeare were in my possessio "8 that 
they had been inspected by many persons of the Mivuty Ti teoetur 
& fashion in ye Kingdom,& who had all decidedly siven an opi - 
of their being genuine beyond even ve shadow of a doithe U aie 
these circumstances the paragraph of this day sttacka squat ete 
the respectability of all those persons as well as to that hi 
self or my Son = Ibeg here to mention the application nade ehta : 
Mr.Pearce on Sunday last,in which he requests to introduce you 


stands is totally des- 
w days aso to avoid a 


2. ¢. Pa we a] - r Wf | > 

&“ had fixed fixed for tomorrow morning for that purpose - Situated 
Lee - - is a - ‘ =a 7 a ae | ’ 

as I now feel myself , I must ber at present to decline that visit 


; letter 


I am &c. 


Se be 


Feb.16. Shad be l7* not /b* 
Tuesday. 


: 


Rev.Bate Dudley 


flo this letter , I received th following answer - The next day 
another paragraph appeared which was succeeded by others see ve 
advertisements } 


# = 


eo 


VA 
cas 
3 
Con | 


¥ T VT WS mry CVA RITIDT %y ?T A RT 
DUDL! 45 4 SAMU ort ame OP 98 a9 OF = whe 


9 Sx 


Cecil Street. Tuesday evening. Fob.17.1795. 
as . 
{ 
Your lett 9 mé is of so extraordinary ‘a kind that you 
ust allow me to declines givine you anv further answer than 
céipt of it. I am Sir Your obed't Ser't 
1. 


rey 
2D. 


Ware 1 Wr. Pasrec Tah ry 4-4 a 
Fromm Mr.Pearce Feb.17th.1795. 


Dear Sir, Altho’ the proprietor of the M.H. (Morning Herald) 
is my brother-in-law,it is now many years since I have declined 
even mentioning the Title of his Paper to him. 

. You may imagine if anything would make me violate my reso- 


: 4 
@ 4 aie LA4 
sd . 7 * 4 » ha Tr 1°? Y : d 
on this subject it would be vour request,circumstanced as 
to the intended visit of tomorrow I am 

0} D. (Bate Dudlev )will 

, a e Se ad Cae) 
7 RY Getene! aint han at ian if it does ot > sve I shal Peel 
procucs every satisdriaction,itl it Goes ae C , re t a ee Sa hee 
angry e i an dear oir, Your Very sincere Bn¢ opeci on oer ’ 
e 


a eee s é oe Reet 
( as I amp in regar 


Pearcr NOec 108 Long A cre.Feb. 17 6 1795. 


Copy of James Boswel 's note to Mr.byng- 
tT am verfectly satisfied of the authenticity 
ve 1 a book at MreIreland's - Pray 
be kind enough to appoint 


"My dear Byng, : 
fond have signed my verdict in 


mann tnen oe K1Nna 
"take Coleman to see them ana tnen Kit. : fst: a 
a ae wa dinner not on a Sunday,Tuesday or Friday. 
"a day for that same dinner not on a sunday, cS) 


i as. Boswell e0th.Fe 7956 
Yours faithfully JaseBoswell. 20th.Feb.1 


ad ley 4 | é 


to my house to view the papers in question, & to which T consented 
- ak , + 9 


& to request that you will send me an answer to ye contents of this 


Lavuperpar, the Right Hon. James: 
Marrrianp, Earz or, is the eldest survi- 


ving son of James, the seventh Earl, of 
whom it is recorded that he was such a 
bon vivant as to drink three bottles of 
claret daily. The present nobleman was 
born about the year 1752, and received 
his education at the University of Glas- 
gow under that eminent scholar Mr. An- 
drew Dalzell, after which his Lordship 
went to Paris, and on his return to Eng- 
land obtained a seat in the house of 
commons, where he soon distinguished 
himselfas a partizan of the opposition. 
In 1782 he married Eleanor, only daugh- 
ter of the late Anthony Todd, Esq. secre- 
tary to the post office, by whom he has 


issue, particularly a son, the present | 


Viscount: Maitland, born in 1784, and 
educated by Dr. Brewster, the celebrated 
mathematician, and editor of the Edin- 
burgh Encyclopedia. While in the 
house of comraons, the subject of this 
article supported the India Bill of Mr. 
Fox with great energy, and in 1787 he 
was nominated one of the managers to 
conduct the impeachment of Mr. Has- 
tings. On the death of his father in 


1789 be succeeded to the family honors | 


and estates, and soon after was returned 


as one of the sixteen peers of Scotland. | 


No sooner did Mr. Fox succeed to the 
post of secretary of state for the foreign 
department, than Lord Lauderdale was 
created a peer of Great Britain, and in- 
vested with an employment of consider- 
able emolument in his native country. 
Accordingly on the 21st of July 1806 he 
was introduced to his Majesty, and kiss- 
ed hands en being appointed Keeper of 
the Great Seal of Scotland, being at the 
same time sworn in a Member of the 
Privy Council. When his cclleagues re- 
tired from office he also went out with 
them, and has continued ever since to 
take an active part against the ministry. 
His Lordship is the author of : 

Letters to the Peers of Scotland, Svo. 1794.—A 
Speech on the subject of the Finances, 4to. 1796.— 
Thoughts on Finance, suggested by the measures of 
the present session, 4to. 1796.—Letter on the present 
Measures of Finance, in which the Bill now depend- 
ing in Parliament is particularly considered, 8vo. 
1798.—An Inquiry into the Nature and Origin of 
Public Wealth, 8vo. 1804.—Hints to the Manufac- 
turers of Great Britain on the consequences of the 
Trish Union, 8vo. 1805.—Thoughts on the alarming 
state of the Circulation, and on the Means of redress- 
ing Pecuniazy Grievances in Ireland, 8vo. 1805.—An 
Inquiry into the practical merits of the System of the 
Government of India under tlie superintendance of 
the Board of Controul, 8vo. 1809.—Considerations 
relative to the Depreciation of the Paper Currency, 
‘Svo. 1812.—Further Considerations on the State of 
he Carrency, 8vo. 1812. 


a es 


a a ee es 
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Lest of / ieee 


On Friday sed fob 1795.My Son brought home an original letter 
from Queen Elizabeth addressed to Shakespeare with the following 


superscription - For Master W3 llliam Shakespeare atte the Globe 
bye Thames « : 


Copy of -Qn.Hlizth's letter to WsS.followss here ae per Page 22 


in “Miscellaneous Papers - G.H.L. 


‘S.I's. notes to Elizabeth's letter to W.S.is as follows -@yH.L. 


ane of Stowe's Chronicle pub.1590. says pe 752 
ie of Sept. Dec Hi Robt.Dudley Earl of Leicester 
"Ld. teward of Yer ‘ajesties Household &c. at Comebune 
vin poeeeus from Ube he was conveyed to his 
Castle of Kenilworth & from thence to Warwick where 
we was honourably interred" 


Nah 


LL, Sone me, . ay nee eee eT ¢ Pa ¢ 
the above is written on a seperate bit of peper - & fastened 
+ + j 


f 


Hume says p.356."Soon after ye dispersion of ve Spanish Armada 
Leicester - the Queen's great but un- 


v 2 3 ™ 
in 1588- Died ve E.of 
"worthy favourite" 


AL, + 
Abm.Darcie in 


his Lory & Annals of Queen Elizth. pub.1825. 
Says p.<87. About 
3) 
t 


ist 

this time in 1588.died ve E.of Leicester 
or @ continual burning fever,as he was on 
,O Kenilworth" 


"on ve ce De 
"his way to coe 


'tT 


“@ whose names are here unto subscribed, have in the presence 
and by the favor of Mr.Ireland, inspected t > forgoing papers & 
are convinced of their Authenticity - Fed. 25th. 1795~ 


samuel Parr 4 ames Boswell 

John Tweddell Lauderdale 

Thomas Burcess Revnd.4ames Scott 

John Byng Kinnaird 

James Bindley John Pinkerton 

Herbert Croft Th. Hunt 

somerset eli Aig 

Paeeer ac. K..of Arms. Revnd.Natht. Thornbury 
TF. Webb John cophokspeip 

R.Valpy Translator of old records 


Common pleas office,Temple, 
fatt.W ya bbb. 

LEI of Dr.Parrthe followings Certificate was drawn 
up & signed first by himself,he objecting to a former preamble 
which was first signed by Mr.James Boswell & I cannot forbear 
to mention that Dr.Parr in the course of looking over the papers 
on ve 20.Feb.+95.Declared with much energy"that they were either 
"written by Shakespeare or the Devil" - 
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2h. 10 lo May 104/795- Boswell- P “7 
Vee 
Of e Shghes COLE'S Heol - Vols of 5's Library - 8: S oar ‘ 


sr aes gZ 
he RReCTOS tS papers &6. In my posses Sion as in the forgoing 

goa, was drawn at the request of Mr.Jas.Boswell who on Feb.20. 

first came to view the M.sS.S,. = aus going on his knees to kiss 

bam Ito here tee ee degree of rapture exclaimed "how happy 

yon >d to ye present day. of discovery of this glorious 

treasure - I shall now die in peace"_ He then requested he might 

sb thibd the honor of being the first to sien his name to ye belief 

ot ye papers = which he did ~ but five days after on 25th. Dr.Parr 

came who not tnineade the Cértificate sufficientlt strong, begged 

to cancel.it & wrote ye one as on the other side,to which he would 

nave the honor of first affixing his name - Boswell signed his 

name @ second time - 
~1795 ~ The beginn 


ine or towards the middle of the month my 
OX aia 2 ees Ren al J ~ a ; ¢ ? \ 
6on brought me a few leaves of ye M.S.of KeLear = & in ye course 


of more than 2 months & not before, I received the whole of it - 
but I was to consider it not as eiven to me but lent,for ve 
gentleman had given it to him under the express condition of not 
parting with it - as he had ordered a curious bindings to be made 
for it - At length however he consented to its being my property 
& that I might bind it my ow way - I accordingly ordered a folio 
to be bound uv for it in Russia with Gilt clasps & which was 
brought home on March 1. 1795 - | 


Heb.10. My Son brought me ye letter to Anne Hatherwaye & the 
lock of hair - & the five stanzas addressed to the same lady - 


> tae } 


March 3. He brought me Churchyard's Worthiness of Wales 1587. 


, ; ae ey ¢ 
with many curious notes in M.S. 


March 22. A brief & true relation of all that happened to 
Prince Maurice Dated 1601 with many M.S.notes - likewise the 
supplication of the family of Love dated 1606 - with notes 

March, 23. I received a drawing in parchment of the head of 
Shakespeare with ten names written round it of ye principal 
players of: that time + & ye appearance of some lines having 


been written underneath as Complimentary to Shakespeare&.a memo‘m 
in ye hand of Shakespeare & signed by him as being received from 


his fellow astern &G. - When my Son gave me this drawing of 
Shakespeare, he said it had long laid about as lumber,till recent- 
ly hung up in one of the servants ( of the gentleman) rooms 
That it was stuck up with four. pins till ye discovery of the 
various other papers - that the first line of the poetry ye 
centleman said was lerible ein he first received it from yee 
and ran thus t= ; 

"Ten names around thy portraiture are writ’ 

"And the name of Ben Jonson was likewise legible = of the 

B.and J. sufficient remains to mark.it in the opinion of 

those acquainted with his hand to stamp it as genuine + 


March #7. The Queen's Voyage from Florence 1601 with marginal 


March 29.The Landgrave of Hessen 1596 with notes and news from 
Italy = 1608 with ditto 


April 7. A Sermon preached before the King at Hampton Court by 
Arundel Andrews Bishop of Chichester - with many very curious 
notes <- likewise the first part of the life and reign of Henry 
4th. by Heyward - 

May 10.1795. He brought me a small book in a parchment cover, 
oe with Leather strings - and ye same by way of binding ~ 
Pilled with remarks of daily occurrences - A view of Ireland's 
i his Arms &xc-&c. This book he was seen to be washing in 
ye Kitchen as if to clear the cover from dirt and afterwards 

dried it at ye fire. 

In the beginning of March,part of the M.5° of Vortigern was 
brought to me and being copied = Mr.Sheridan about ye 24 of this 
month came in ye evening and read about 400 lines of it -saying 
he would come and read the remainder or his return from Winchester 
which would be about Wednesday the 9th. of April. 
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‘ .March 30. Monday - ursHarris! or Covent Garden Theatre came with 
Mr.Palmer and Miss Wallis&s father - and having viewed the Mas. 
expressed their full belief of their validity - and Mr.Harris 
was particularly anxious to see and read the Vortigern,to which 
I replied,"Iam willing to shew you as much as Mr.Sheridan saw a 

few days ago which was about 400 lines if he would fix a day, 
accordingly he fixed ye Friday following at 12 B'clock and we 
Pertegs |.) oop é 


= II it 


pe perry EVs 
Sunday March 31.Mr.Wellis called on me about 22 and said he was 
commissioned by Mr.Harris to call. on me and to day that Mr.H. 
was so fully satisfied with the validity of the papers « that 
he would not give me the trouble to call to read the play as he 
had appointed = but relying on its being in ye same hand as ye 
rest of ye papers = he would be desirous of treating with me for 
its representation at his house —- and that he was come empowered 
to treat with me on unlimited terms - to which I replied that as 
M?.Sheridan had seen a part of it and was promised to see ye re. 
mainder on ye Wednesday following - I did/not see how I could 
with propriety and in honour = treat for it till I had received 
his answer = He then said if I cannot have ye answer this day, 
I am not empowered to treat at any future period = I replied then. 
give me to the end of ye next day to consider on ye matter and 
I will give you an answer ~ Mentioned the circumstance to my son 
in ye afternoon and he said he would speak to ye gentleman the 
next day to ask his opinion,whether it would be proper to treat 
with Mr.Harris till Mr.Sheridan had given his answer = TO which 
my Son brought as his answer that it would be highly improper 
on any consideration even admitting we could not make such good 
terms with S.- as Mr.Harris then seemed to hold out, Mr.Wallaee came 
ye next evening and drank tea and I then gave him a definite aznexsr 
answer = that at that time nothing further could be urged on ye 
subject and so we parted. | 


At this period and long afterwards I urged my SOn to let me kaap 
keep ye MS.of Vortigern to which he always put a negative, - 
saying he never would part with it,that an iron case was making 
for it by order of the gentleman = which was to be covered with 
crimson velvet and studded with gold and Shakespeare's arms was 
to be embroidered on one side and my Son's on ye other and that “ke 
the binding was to cost the gentleman £20 - 


From April to June Mr.Sheridan came several times and looked 
at ye MSS.till he had gone through the whole and then we came to 
treat on ye terms which were not finally adjusted till ye 9.Sep. 
when the Agreement was mutually Signed ~(See ye letters and cor- 
respondence on ye subject in ye 2nd.Volume). 


Mr.Ireland Jun'’r presents his Coml'ts to Mr.Harris and esteens 
himself much obliged for his polite and liberal behaviour res- 
pecting the Vortigern.He has just heard from his friend who thinks @ 
as the Play was first mentioned to Mr.Sheridan it would be very ay @ 
unhandsome to enter into any treaty respecting it till he has e” 
first seen MrM S. April 2.1795. 
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April WI Fone S195 Pye- Bang Horcourt 53 
Vols of Ss Lebvery. Deed of- Gift le lrtlornd -G rant of Lelio) 


In consequence of a false report having gone abroad that ye 
word guineas was mentioned in some of the Deeds - I received the 
following note from Mr. Pye - 


Dear Sir. 
| I have this moment met with a passage in Mr.Andrews 
History of ng lang which I transcribe as it fully accounts for 
the sum of pounds Shillings which (was) objected to by some 
of your candid Soe mg omnes was the first English King who 
coined ths golden sovereigns of forty-two shillings & the half 
sovereien-of half that value"&c, 


I am Sir 
Your obedient Serv't 


T T 5 es 
le Jel VG 


April 11.1795 =< Mr.Byne hacen on me & mentioned that being at 

St. James' last Wednesday Wvening ye 8th.ins.at ye marriage of the 
Prince of Wales - he ieee saw Lord Harcourt - & some conversation 
taking place about ye Shakespeare papers - Mr.B. asked if the King 
had heard of them,to which Lord Harcourt answered in the affirmative- 
& said he believed in no very favorable light, having understood 

that they were not renuine - In conseguence of which Mr,Byng wrote 
a ietter to Ld.Harcourt « on the following day received an answer 
as follows - 


Dit, ; 
TI did in the courss of a conversation I had the honor of 
holding with His Maje esty,mention what you had told me respecting 
Shakespeare, but whether it is the King's intention to make any 
énguiries upori the subject ,it is impossible for me to say, and 
indeed considerins how much his ttention is necessarily engared 
at this time on important affairs,Iam apt to think that he will 
scarcely find leisure to attend to the discovery you did me the 
honor of naming to me 


Ihave the honor to be 
ae faithful humble Serv 


Harco rt 


The Hon'le John Byng. 


June 5. 1706. Sam brought the sermon preached at Pauls Cross 
by Wohn Foxe printed 1570 ,with M.5.5. = 

Same day,Areport of the Imprisonment « execution of the Conspirators 
in 1606 with many very interesting & curious M.S.S.enotes - I have 
not yet met with any person who has sk ty this book before Sune ~ 

A Treatise against Traitors by Sam'l Cottes ford 1591. wee5#M.sS.S. 
Junel2.1795. My Son brought me the Deed of Gift from Shakespeare 

to Ireland & very soon after mentioned that there was a grant of 
Arms made by Henry ye 5th. in the field of battle at Agincourt 
immediately after ye inka td & that the portrait of ye King < 
one Ireland on his knees who had taken from the French a Standard 
during the battle - & that’ a label expressed the following remarks - 


Copy of Skeleh on Che Elraghelhee. jie, oe tL 
se L tadd not cheesy phar Lh. (TRA e oe 


ULL SE TRE i 


®that treland thou hast deserved well for thy valor - and shalt | 
"have a part of our Arms of England for thy bravery - To which 
"Treland said “It is Sire beyond my deserts" The King then repy'd 
"Thou shalt have a bloody Coat - besprinklied with the Arms of France”! 


Irene 5 UC PEA TGS Oeht bp hims Lo Irth by. 


Vols of Ss Library. | 


My Son described the Emblazoned Drawing by the Sketch on ye | 
other side - And he further said that ye parchments was endorsed ti. 
by the names of various Irelands as appears on the next side in | 
his own handwriting vizs- 


T,Arthur Ireland had this awarded me at Agincourt by Henry Y.1410 


I,Montgomery Henry Ireland had this at my Father's death 1450 
I,Edred Henry Ireland had this at my brother's death 1437 
I,Henry Henry Ireland had this at my Father's death 1452 
I,Gaunt Henry Ireland had this at my Father's death 1480 
I,James Henry Ireland had this at my Father's death 1497 
I,Edward James Henry Ireland had this at my brother's death) . 

who was killed in France by his favorite horse ) 1499 
I,Arthur Henry Ireland had this at my Father's death 1514 


I, John John Henry Henry Ireland had this at my Father's death1522 | 


I,Henry, otherwise Lance Ireland had this at my brother's death1530 | 
I,Flint William Henry Ireland had this at my brother's death 1549 


I,Samuel Gaunt Arthur Henry Ireland had this at my Father's) 
death )} 1557 


I,William Henry Ireland had this at my Father's death 1567 


Deed of Gift from Shakespeare to Ireland. 2. James. 


es 
Rec'd from Sam June 12 


The copy of this Deed follows here as per pp.54,55,and 58 in 
"Miscellaneous Papers".GeHeLe 


June 28. This day brought me a curious book called a Sixe fold poli 
politician, together with a sixeefolde Exacers of Policy = by 
JeM. 1609 = This book was written by Milton's father,and is so 
curious as to be only found in the Bodleian Library and in that 
of the Inner Temple ~- It has many MSS,notes. 

At same time he brought me “False Complaints or the Censure of 
of an unthoughtful mind,the labour of Pascalius translated into 
English by W.G.1605. | 


— 


July 20.1795. Sam brought me a tract called Newman's Nightcrow 
1570 with curious Mss.of Amory (7?) Ireland. 


July 21. A book entitied Seven Sermons in MS. 


1795.0ct.8. Sam brought me the following books with Shakespeare's 
MS.notes = viz: 


A Spirtual oe 1596. 
AN Armour of Proofe 1596. 
Waters of Lyfe | 1592. 


July 6° ye y j Sept | 795. > [Tavelinge, PIA 57 


Geerge Hardinge TO SAMUEL IRELAND 


From MrHardinge - Lincolns Inn July 6.1795 
Dear Sir, 

I believe it never occurred when I saw you at your 
house and not occupied in Shakespeare,to inform you of an 
erbginal picture by Hogarth from which no engraving has ever 
been madsé,which I never have seen described and which in my 
opinion thevChef dtoevre of his genius. 


f{ saw it myself at in Dubli If you wish to 


hear more of it I'll eepy the account of it in my journal. 
Penny post. MreIreland, Norfolk St. Strand. ' 


Wm. SMITH TO SAMUEL IRELAND. 


I was totally unaquainted with your proposals fer printing 
your pate thabald tili I returned iro 1m your | house bit at n 


ct ct 
be « 
3) ; 


Pied 

far beyor nf expression. ” pe beg my name. may ty ene: Shee of 
appearing in your list of Subscribers and have requested my friend 
Mrefaddy to wait upon you on the occasion. Wo ber you Mr.S.Ireland 
and Miss Ireland will accept our best thanks for your politeness 
and great entertainment ws received. 


Iam Sir Your mish obliged and obedient Servant 
Wednesday ovening Augel2.1795. WM. Smith 


ofBury St. Edmonds 


m7 


WmeSmith To Samuel Ireland 
Dis 

Ever since my departure from London I have regretted having 
been under the necessity of quitting it se soon. The great pleasre 
I received and should have received from your Shakespeare treasres 
and the politeness of you and your family has occasioned this 
regret. In consequence of ye scepticism of some Cavillers here 
who affect the wisdom of Connoiseurs’ from doubting the truth of 
what they may easily be convinced, I take the liberty of requesting 
(if not improper ) the date of Flizabeth's letter to Shakespeare 

vyhich some Cambridge > 62 cs report was too sariy for & possibility 

of our great Bard being Master of a Theatre. 

This matter may be easily refuted and I shall be much obliged 
if you will put it in my power to effect - I hope Mr.Taddy waited 

t 


on FOuUowE SE my subscription,and am Sir,with Mrs. Sm ith's and my 
joint Comp'ts to you and all your family. Your very oblisze 
obedient Servant Will'm Smith. 
Aug. 219%.1795. Bury St.Edmunds 
Wm. SMIT} LO SAMUFI IRELAND, 
Mr. Smith feels it necessary to apologize to Mert Trek ay Va 
his zeal for Shakespeare and the new publication should occasion 


an improper,and(he fears) impertinent curiosity. He therefore 
hopes Mr. Irelan id will have the goodness to excuse the Liberty he 
has inadvertently taken in troubling him with hie letter - 
Bury Aug.,?8th. 
WmeSmith to Samuel Ireland. 


Bury 4th.Sept.1795. 


Thanks for your letter,should have written again, but 


&@ relapse of the disorder in my eyes preventer it - 
+ i, must .beg leave to aiffer im opinion with you,in regard 
Oo time Of Shakespeare'svfirst visiting London. 
si i ti lca iittala . — 


Styl. ly 1795- Srath. 59 


It was certainly earlier than you say,and Commentators 
diagree about it. Watson allowed from the authority of Aubrey 
and Wood,that he went to London about the age of eighteen - 
but it was later = for he did not marry till past 17 and had 

two children born at Stratford before he retired from thence 
to the Metropolis,so that he must have been about 20,and not 


ees 
| more when he joined the players there - 'Tis uni iversally agreed 
8 the The 


; Os 


| he was sometime in atre before he was Master of a Gompany, 
re wz W174 ak <a 14 4 ty, + Y . a > _ ry ‘ 4 
L and we must give him time to p: ‘oduce a play the reputation of 
aha "RE $ 4 = 
; him to tha superiority and occasioned Alleyne,Con- 
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eeoeruewe and the best Paley ais to join him when he became 
Manag of the Globe. This will exactly correspond with the time 
of Leice ster's recidinge at Court Wien HLVesheth orderad Shakee 


speare to attend 1 his best players,which was 
immediately after Spanish Armada in July 1588 


P 

when all kinds of shows and demonsrations of joy wera exhibited 
at Court and thro’ the kingdom - Leicester had been in 1588-87 
employed abroad aaa une low countries,but in 15&8 comra: part 
ef the Queen's fo London. Rapin says at the Mouth of the 
Thames when the ¢ ' ited him at Tilbury,and he was first 
' favorite and cone seep art er the defeat of the Spaniards was so 
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; at Court ~- This show must have been in August preceedirg his 

. death,being the nearest point of time te give a probability of 

. his Lordship's superintending dramatic amusements at Court when 
‘ eur great Bard was Manager - 

These remarks will not I hope displease you,they will at 
least convince you of the good intents of one who wishes to be 
better xnown to you - I am Sr.your very hearty and obedient 
Servant 

| 8. Smith MrseS.joins in Comp'te to you and all 

: your family. 
SMITH = Leicester died,Master of the Horse - (in which office ~ 
he was to receive Shakespeare at Hampton) Steward ef the Queen's 
Household Constable of Windsor &c. etc. re 

eam a em 


(ot21798- Pope le- Hodges MSS. bl 


Sometimevin Oct.1795. A Mr.Pope who said he lived at Battersea 
at a Mr.John Higgs a Coal Merchant,called on me - 

He was an elderly mam and said he was recommended to me by 
Mr.eMoore of the Adelphi,SecSty to the Socisty of Arts and Sciences 
to show me his plan of illustrating a history of London &c.which 
he was about to publish - I asked him many questions as to ye 
new discovery he might have made = that were not in Penant to 
which he said he had made many particularly as to ye Theatres 
and that he had much to say on the subject of Shakespeare eof 
his having played very early at a Curtain Theatre in Shoredich 
where Ben Jonson first made his appearance,from this subject 
he said he was induced to mention what he had heard when a boy 
in Gloucestershire from a MreHodges who he had heard declare 
that he was possessed of ye MSS.of most of Shakespeare's plays 
in his own hand-writing - This induced me to wish to learn the 
particulars he said his memory would not then serve him with, 
but in a few days he would write them out and call with then, 
which he accordingly did,and said he would give me still further 
particulars after he had seén Lady Hammond - Here follows the 
account of Mr.Hodges family &c.in ye hand-writing of Mr.Pope". 


"Mr.Hodges formerly a Barrister,purchased an Estate at Broad~ 
“well about one mile from Stowein-=the-Wold in Gloucestershirs = 

"At the time of the death of Mr.Hodges he had three neices,the 
"two eldest of whom lived with him at Broadwell and the youngest 
"at some miles distant and was never permitted to be at Broadwell 
"put when sent for,and required to depart at an hours notice - 

"When Mr.Hodges died,to the great surprise of every one,he 


"the eldest,whose Ghristian name was Mary,and afterwards to 
"the other. The Will was made in the following manner viz*- 

"Upon the death of the youngest,then Mary was to enjoy it 
"for the term of her natural life and at her decease the second 
“was to have it for her life - When the three sisters should 
"all be dead,then the eldest son of the youngest was to inherit 
"and upon his decease his brotherfif he should have one) to have 
"it during his life. Then was to come in possession the eldest~ 
"son of Mary,and so through all her sons before the sons of the 
"second could enjoy it = Now it mappened' not long after the death 
“of Mr.Hodges about the year 1736, the youngest neice and first 
“possessor married a gentleman of the name of Doughty,and had 
"two sons and two daughters. She eldest son was named Henry 
“Danvers Doughty,the other Robert Doughty + The daughters Anne 
"and Martha - Mrs.Doughty died in the lifetime of her husband 
"anno 1749 or 1750 = when the Estates went to her sister Mary 
"married to the Rev.Doctor Thomas Chamberlain,Dean of Bristol, 
"and she denarted this life a few months before the Dean. Upon 
"her death Mr.eHenry Danvers Doughty came into possession (the 
“sldeat son of the youngest neice) which must have been in the 
“year 1758 or 59 and lived about ten years,his brother dying nearlv 
“at the same time ~ Here then was an end of the male line of the 
"Doughtys - The said Henry Danvers Doughty,was educated at Wadham  } 
"College,Oxford ~ being intended for the Church,which (for reasons) 
"was prevented by his uncle the Rev.dJohn Doughty,Curate of Clerk- 
des 
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"enwell — Ann Doughty,the elc 
"Graeme,Lieut.in 71 or 79 Regiment of Foot and went with him 
"to Minorca and during the time she remained there had a daughter 
nnamed Ann married to Admiral Sir Andrew Snape Hammond,now Lady 
Hammond whose father the said Leiut.Graeme was brother to 
"General Graeme,Sec'y to her Majesty. He was wounded both in the 
"battle of La Vai and in the battle at Minden and afterwards 
"was appointed Capt'n of Invalides. He resided at Hanwell Heath 
"till the time of his death,in the County of Middlesex. 

"Martha was married to the ReveMr.eLegh of Knutsford in the 
"County of Chester. 
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at his house = that should be returned to you and tha 
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"Henry Danvers Doughty took the name of Hodges upon coming to the. : 
"Kstates end whooinhoreted it after Henry Danvers Doughty must 
"be obtained and also if Mrs.Graeme is living must be obtained from 
“Lady Hamhénd,Another enquiry may be necessary respecting the Leghs - 
"Mr.Pope giving this eccount entirely from memory which has never 
"been called forth on the occasion since the death of Capt'n Graeme, 
"he trusts Mr.Ireland will excuse all defects and inaccuracies which 
"to improve submité to Lady Hammond - Capt'n Graeme has been dead 
“about ten or eleven years ~ eldest neice = Mary. 


Mr. Pope to Sam‘*l Ireland 


Sir, I fear you will think me not punctual to my engagement by 
not having returned to you with the Papers I promised,which was too a if 
early a day for what I had undertaken because it was necessary 
first to see Lady Hammond. I have at last found out the place of 
residence, but have not yet seen her, but trust I shall to-morrow 
and then will wait upon you. 
Iam Sir your very obedient Serv't 
H-Bope at Jno.Higgs Coal Merchant Battersea 
Luke Pope 


To Mr.Pope Norfolk St. 
» 
Sir, Not having seen you agreable to your last letter, I beg to 


be favoured with a jine to inform me when you shall be in Town,as 
Iam very desirous of speaking with you on the subject of your 
letter. Mr.Moore begs I will inform you that you left a Pocket-book 
t he had 
written but had received no answer - I wrote a line to Mr.Higgs 
a Coal Merchant agreable to his address and received the direction 
as superscribed in this letter which hope will meet yous 
Pray give mo a line on receipt of this and you'll oblige Sir 
Your very obedient servant S.Ireland Jan'y 9.1796. 
To Mr.Pope at Mr. ---=-- Near ye Chapel Hammersmith. 
"GONE AWAY NOT KNOWN WARE F.PERRY 


ty 


JeGardnor to Mr.Moore of the Adelphi 


Dear Sir, I have made if 


farniiechas Lbelieneiiie hitrvtars-wktheat payne; hese mck as i i | 
efi find that he has left his lodgings without paying,he is not to be@ 
found. He has left behind him many papers. I should therefore SUPPOSE & 
that when he is able to pay,he will fetch them away and then he will | 
know of yours. 

I amm dear Sir Your most obedient servant, J.Gardnor 
Babtersea May 11.1798. 


enyuiry about the Person you mentioned and 


This letter was sent tc Mr,Moore of the Adelphi from whom I received 
it May 14.1796. 


Bel. 3181795 b& Nov-30'1795.-Wehb-Talhol + MH ete) 
Heminges = ‘on 


1795. Oct.31. I went to MrsWebb'g at Brasted in #ent to stay for 
a few days,and when I left London I begged my family would let 
me know by letter the instant that Mr.Talbot came to Town, who was 
daily expected,in order that I might obtain from him some ine 
formation relabive to the discovery of the Shakespeare Paperse 

On the Sth.Nov.I received a line from my daughter Jane saying 
that Mr.Talbot came to Town the day before and would dine wit 
them on big Sth.aon tue Friday - 

Accordingly I came instantly to Town and on the Sth. Mr.Talbot 
came to dimer when I pressed him much for the information I wantec 
and he said he would give it to me at his lodgings in Vine St. 
Piccadilly if I would go up there after I had dined,which with 
reluctance I did = and found him with his brother and Mr.Cole 

the Apothecary, very wusy in packing up his trunks &e. 
After waiting some time and pressing him very much to write me 
some account of ye nature of ye discovery of ye Shakespeare Papers, 

he took up ye pen and paper and beran to 1 write,when after writing 
two or three linus he desisted and with some sagernes 8, begged f 
would excuse him till he rot into Wales where he would write me 


je 
hy 


long and just account of ye whole transaction - I expressed 


myself at his conduct much hurt and dis ssatisfied,as having given 
me the trouble to come so far for no puryose,but was at length 
obliged to submit and come away with much uneasiness at his con- 
duct and when I reached home I then said" elalbot had not used me 


LB oy 
well" +» and that he seemed afraid to disclose anythinghef th 
business, and thigtaf ter repeated until his Lotter came to herd 
which was three weeks afterwards. (see the letter in question 


De22F) 


Nove9.1795. I being desirous of getting every information 
from my son relative to the rsxture of ye discovery of the Papers 
and their validity,applied tu my son for such information as 


he could give me previous to my intended Preface to ye publi- 
cation which I wished to bring forward about Christmas next, 

&ccordingiy he wrote the followingr particulars -— and being 
desirous of further proof to corroberate what he had said I 
applied to Nr.Talbot when he was in Town for his opinion on the 
subject which he would not then give,but said he would answer 
me wnen he got to caprmarthen, this he did but took much longer 
time than was consistent with propriety,hovever at lenrth he 

rot 


a — +h ben . js 
6 (ses the letter in question p 894) 


WmeHysIreland's account referred to above.GeHel. 


t wae me lie cies when icgpoliaiea agrsje ta in and i dae me a Aged 


oan my ta thes would receive could he but goes it. Talbot then ¢ 
said I might shew it,I did not for two days,and at the end of 
that term gave it to me. I then pressed hard to know where it 

was found. After two or three days had elapsed he introduced 

me to the party,he was with me in the room,but I took little 
trouble in sdarchine I found a second deed and a third and two 


or three loose papers. 

We also ie uecbasen a deed which ascertained to the party 
landed property of which he had then no knowie ©@,in consequence 
of having? found this he told me we might keep every deed, every 
scrap of paper re lative to Shakespeare.Little was discovered in 
Town but what is above mentioned butvthe rest came from the 
country owing to the papers panne been removed from London to 
the country many years aroe NovelOth.1795 
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A short time after this letter of Mr.Talbot's (it is dated Newser | 
Nov.1795.) came to he and,which I believe was about ye latter t 
end of Nov.1795. my son brought me the Deed of Trust therein 
mentioned, from Shakespea ire to Shminee but without any erasure 

as mentioned by ‘ Talbot in ye foregoing letter = I had indeed 


repeatedly told my s that if any sure was, mad r CFne 
EeRse 89sy any nate! Would not wish bo neve: ft, concervine that 
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Claveree - Sheridan ~Nombl. 
We jee fe Nov. 2% 1795 gD: of e 7p ) 
No dan ~ Vo/s. of Ss. Librarg ~Whiki,  - 6 | =| 


that such circumstance would invalidate ye Deed and I could not 
consistently lay it before the Public. 


Nov. 15.1795+ I wrote the following card to the Duke of Clarence = 
vizie 


Mr.Ireland respectfully presents his duty to His Royal Highness 
the Duke of Clarence and begs to acquaint his Royal Highness that 
he is possesse ed of the valuable collection of Shakespeare's MSS. 
which he understands Mr.Sheridan belisves his Royal Highness has a 
wish to inspects Mr.freland will esteem it an honour to wait on 
H.R.H. for that purpose at any time that H.R.H. will be pleased 
to appoint. Nov.15. 


Sir, I am commanded b 

would be so good as t 

perusal at H. R, H.'s, Ap 

at eleven o'clock. 

T am SIR Your most obedient &nd humble servant 
WmeDairymple G.B.C.fTO H.R.H. 


St.JamesY Tuesday Nov.17.1795-~ 


y the Duke of Clarence to desire that you 
Oo submit Shakespeare’ 8 MSS.to H.R.H.'s 
partments at St.James' to-morrow (Wednesday ) 


Nov.18.1795. In consequence of receiving the above letter from ye 
Duke of Clarence, I waited on the Duke with the Shakespeare MSS. 
accompanied by my son =- We were with him near two hours,Mrs. Jordan ~ 
and the Rev.Dr. were present = The Duke and everyone present 
| expressed the asepeet satisfaction on viewing ye papers and the 
'* Duke subscribed for five copies for himself and two for Prince 
Hdward = The Duke highly approved of my witholding ye MSS.of 
_Vortigern till I saw preparation of scenery &c.making for the 
representation = and said I should beware of the conduct of .ye 
Manager who was one of ye greatest vagobonds on ye face of ye 
earth and his Deputy ye greatest deasuit - 


+ s 


Mr.Dalrymple presents his mpliments to Mr.Ireland and as he 
shall be in London this csr aul the favour of having a 
few words in conversation with Mr. Ireland,beforse H.R.H. the D 
Duke of Clarence's name be printed in the list of subscribers 
and also that of Prince Edward - 

Chessington near Kingston Surrey Nov.22.1795. 


Nov.20.1795. Sam brought me the following books with Shakespeare's 
MSS.notes,vizs-= 


Relation of a Voyage to Guinea 1613 
yag 


A Discourse of ye. most subtle and secret practises of ye Jesuits 


1610 
Approved Medicines - In this book are some c ria remarks ) 1580 
and first thoughts for some of the passages in Romeo and . 
Juliet &c. ) 
Carion's Chronicle 1550 


Nov.2lst. About this time he brought home a Missal at dinner time, 
which he had had of Mr.White of Fleet Street,the price of which 
was £50 - Thirty of which he said he had paid,having received it 
from the Gentleman for that purpose and ye remainder he was to 
discharge by exchange of books. 

I enquired the next day of Mr.White ye particulars of this cir-= 
cumstance = and found that no money had been paid 4,4 that he had 


ee ————— 
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|given him a note or notes for ye whole sum = In about a week or 
ten days,he grew indifferent about the Missal and at length in 
a short time after, I found he exchanged it with Mr.White for a 
first edition of Shakespeare &c.&c. 


Nov.£8.1795. Received this Deed of Trust to John Hemynge 


| Copy of this Deed follows here as per pp.80-84 of"Miscellaneous 
Papers" GeHeLis 


Dec. Srd.i1795. I received from Sam the following books with MSS. 


The Overthrow of Stage Plays 1600 


Declaration of ye Practises and Treason of ye Earl of Essex 1801 


Declaration of HeMajesty's Royal Pleasure 1810 
His Majesty's Speech to Both Houses of Parliament 1607 
| Decree and Establishment of ye King's Majesty &ce 1612 
Apology for the Oath of Allegiance &c. 1607 
: Publication of H.M.Edicts &c. 1613 
H.M.Speech in this last Session of Parliament 1605 
Orders thought mete by H.M. and Privy Counsel 1603 
Declaration of the Causes of H.M. Proceedings &c. 1606 
The King’s Maj. Speech 19-Mar.1603 1604 
Dé monologue by K.James 1603 
| The Restorer of the French Estate 1589 
The Revenue of the Gospel in Tythes &c. 1613 
| A Defence of the Judges in ye Reformed Churches 1610 
‘The King's Maj's Speech 1609 
| Dec. 4. . 
A Discoussp of Brownism by Thos.White 1605 
An Exact Discoverie Romish Doctrine &c. 1805 
; The Holy Bull and Crusade of Rome 1588 
| The Catholic Supplication unto ye King's Majestioe 1603 
The Arraignment of the Society of Jesuits 1594 
| An Answer to Certain Seder iaiil Papers 1606 
ran Exact Discoverie of Romish Doctrine &c. 1605 
|Mons.D'Olive - A Comedy 1606 
| Cupid's Whirlgig / | 1607 


All the foregoing books came to me in seperate tracts and all without 
covers,but thet appeared by the edges to have been several of them 
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bound in ye same volume. I expressed a wish that in future I 
might have them in their original binding - to which he said 
that cannot be for the Gentleman having promised to me only 
such as nad ye MSS. of Snakespeare in them,such that had not 
| « he should keep,unless he had duplicates of them - If so I should 
| have them,Sam said that they came out of a sack - filled with 
| curious books and that they were lying before the fire to dry, 
being wet with spots of mustiness on them,almost to rottenness = 
At same time Sam mentioned that there were amongst them many ! 
books so curious that I had never seen,and of some that I had 
never even heard of the titles - The following four books he gave 
me in their original old parchment cover the titles are: | 


. % 
Declaration of the Earl of Hssex Treasons &c. 1601 
Relations of Proceedings against Traitors 1606 
| Arraignment and Execution of Traitors 1606 


cn 


Discourse of ye Manner of ye Discoverie of ye late Treason 1606 
The last book but one is ye same which that he gave me on June 
ye 5th.,only differing in the Title - And having a duplicate of 
it Sam laid great stress on taking out this tract,saying that 

he had none of Shakespeare's writing to which I consented and 

he took it,and after keeping itca few days,he returned it saying, 
he thought it a pity,but that they should all remain in my hands, 
and begged I would take it back agzin - 


Dec. 9. He brourcht me the followings books with MSS.notes:- 
& : 


A Caveate for France 1588 
A Comfut against ye Spaniard 1596 
The Estate of English Fugitives 1595 
The Coppic of the Anti Spaniard 1590 
Spenser's Fairy Queen 2 vols. 1590 and 1596 


Dec. 15th.1796 (error on 8.I's part for 1795.G.HL.) This day about: 
% o'clock Mr.Gilbert Franklyn of Wimpole Street - callsd to see the 
Papers = Some company were then viewing them and he sat down till 
they were gons with Mrs.Freeman - saying he had heard much of the 
Shakespeare MSS. but had not before had an opportunity of calling 
to view them,but said that his knowledge was so great of ancient 
MSS.that he never saw a paper of that kind that he could no 
instantly distinguish whether it was original or a forgery - 
indeed Mrs.Freeman says that he spoke so much on the subject 

and was so decided as to his knowledge ~- that she said she almost 
dreaded his investigation - When the company were gone he went 
into the room and after looking a short time at the MSS.declared 
decidedly his opinion of them that they were genuine beyond a 
shadow of doubt. He continued for a long time to examine them 

and said every page gave him fresh proof of their originality, 
and that he was never so satisfied with ye validity of any papers 
as he had been with the sight of these and begged to add his 

name as subscriber to the publication - he went away saying he «x 
should very soon send somecfviends who he was sure would think 
with him and be equally willing to forward the intended publi- 
cation. In less than a quarter of an hour Mr.Pybus a Lord of 

the Admiralty and Mr.Morrison came and 4 Mrelang*+ son-in-law 

to Mr.Franklyn who all examined the Papers and were equally 
satisfied with Mr.Franklyn as to their authenticity and Mr.Pybus 
and Mr.Lang both subscribed to the publication. 
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The letter from Boaden was received Febie7th.'95 but it is in- 
serted here on account of the following letter received Dec.24 


on ye Publication of ye Shakespeare Vol. & the subsequent out- 
rageous conduct of Boaden - 


| My dear Sir, 

| Although I spoke from memory when I said that Hunsdon 

_ was Lord Chamberlain of Elizabeth's Household ~- it was correctly — 

stated - Henry Carey,whom she created a Baron in the first year 

of her Reign, had the charge of her Person at Court, & to secure 

us as to the required date , he was with her at the Tilbury Camp 
in the year 1588 , & had there the care of her person - 

: His portrait says Grainger, is in the procession of the sucen 

| to his own house. His attachments were all Military, & 

| Shakespeare has given his exact character in Othello ~"He was a 

|} most prophane and liberal Counsailor, He spoke home, and you 

| might relish him more in the soldier, than in the schdller". 

Fo. Ede 

» Romeo & Juliet Qto.l5o07. expresses itself,to have been often 

| plaid publiquely by the Right Honourable the Lore of Hunsdon, 

| his servants - I think this ample satisfaction upon the subject 

and lose no tire in sending it -~ this,or any deeper enouiry will 


| be but a poor return for the favor of your axsrered communication 
t Pt, umreserved 
| Dear Sir 


| Your most obedient Servant 
James Boaden. 


| 

| Warren St. 

Fitzroy Square 

Friday 3.0'clock 27Feb. 1795. 
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The Proprietors of the Oracle present their compliments to 
MreIreland - They use the freedom to request the loan of his 
shakespeare, &« will exert every means to keep the work in the 
public eye - 


Oracle Offics. 


Mr.Iréland fesis himself highly Plattered by the good intentions 
of the Proprietrrs of the Oracls,in wishing to lay before the 
Pub BITC ay pare Of his Vol. trom the Shakespeare M.S.S. but as 
he does not conceive it necessary to call in any auxiliary 
support in aid of the ground on which he stands - that of Truth, 
-he bess to decline sending the work alluded to in this note - 


Norfolk St. 
Thursday Evening. 


_ Copy of Boaden's letter to Mr.WHIT™ of Fleet St. on his returning 
ye Shakesneare Vol. which Mr.White had lent him - Mr.We not con- 
ceiving that Boaden wanted to make extracts from it. 


Trerney, Right Hon. Georcr, M.P. 
for Appleby. This gentleman was ori- 
oinally intended for the bar, and had a 
suitable education in one of the Inns of 
Court; but his inclination led him to po- 
litical science and financial speculi.tions, 
rather than the dry practice of the King’s 
Bench and Common Pleas. Having small’ 
means and great ambition he made a 
desperate effort to get into parliament for 
Colchester, but without success, and what 
was worse, the expences attending the 
contestvhave never been paid to this day. 
The next place where Mr. Tierney tried 
his strength on the popular interest was 
Southwark, against the late George Wood- 
ford Thelluson in 1796. Here also he 
failed on the poll, but suceeeded by a 
petition in displacing his rival on the 
treating act. In 1798 he fought a duel 
with Mr. Pitt, occasioned by some pointed 
reflections which the minister had deli- 
vered against him in the House of Com- 
mons, but the affair terminated by an 
exchange of shots without either of the 
parties being wounded. On the change 
of administration which produced the 
peace of Amiens, Mr. Tierney was ap- 
pointed treasurer of the navy, on which 
occasion he obtained also a pension for 
his lady. He now became lieutenant- 
colonel. commandant of the Somerset- 
House corps of volunteers, and he also 
had the same rank ina regiment raised 
in the borough of Southwark; but shortly 
afterwards some differences arose between 
these bodies and their commander, which 
occasioned a separation between them, 
and at the next election Mr. Tierney lost 
his seat. In the short administration of 
Lord Grenville, this gentleman was at 
the head of the Board of Controul for 
India affairs, but when his party retired 
from office, he also was displaced, and 
ever since he has been an active member 


of the opposition. His publications are: 

The real Situation of the East India Company consi- 
dered, with respect to their Rights and Privileges, 
8vo. 1787.—Two Letters on the Colchester Petition, 
ato, 1791.—A Letter to the Right Hon. Henry Dun- 
das on the Situation of the East India Company, 8vo. 
1791. This Pamphlet, which was anonymous, produced 
a very able and satisfactory reply, written by the late 
George Anderson, who, from the lowest line of life, 
raised himself by his talents to the situation of Ac- 
comptant in the Commissioners’ Office for the Affairs 
of India. Mr. Tierney then published, with his name, 
a Letter to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas on the 
Statement of the Affairs of the East India Company 
lately published by George Anderson, Esq. 8vo. 1791. 
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is" amazing “magnitude without first weighing well both from 
MSS. and printed bocks of those times, the manner and spelling 
&ceHe went away perfectly convinced of their validity and has 
Since publicly given his opinion to that effect 


Jan.®.1796. The R't Honegir Antty Mc'Donald Ld.@heBaron,his Lady 
MreAnstruther &c.came to view ye MSS.e 
ne Chief Baron &00 2470 exactly the game opinion with Mr.Erskine 
and he said further if these are impositiond, which I do not 
think possible,we live in a very dangerous period,as no property... 
can be established in our Courts,if talents such as these in an 
gmposter exists. 


Mr.Jerningham to Bam'l Ireland 


Green Street Grosvenor Squares. Monday Dec.28.1795. 

Mr.Jerningham presents his compliments to Mr.Ireland and is 
desired by the Prince of Wales to inform him that His Royal 
Highness wishes to see Mr.Ireland at Carlton House on Wednesday 
morning. 2 lo Lea og will call upon Mr.Ireland at the half hour 
past twelve on YVednesday to accompany him to Carlton House 


Wednesday Dec.30.1795. I received a nove fron Mr.Jerningham 
to attend ye Prince of Wales this day at 4+ past twelve - In 
consequence Mr.Jecame to my houss = and about I I sent for a 
coach - and in the interim Mr.Albany Wallis sent word that he 
would call directly with Mr. as he wished to speak a few 
words with me - They came and Mr.Wallis,when he entered the middle 
room = said (putting his hand towards his pocket) I have here 
something to shew you that will do your business for you - and 
knock up your Shakespeare Papers - This was said in the presence 
of Mr.Jerningham who was standing by the fire,and whom I begged 
to walk into my own room,to hear ye nature of this evidence be 
it what it might - I found that Mr.Wallis had found the original 
deed of Sale of the house in Blackfryars,formerly in possession 
of Wm.Ireland and purchased by Shakespeare «- This was the same 
house of which the late Mr.Garrick had the Mortgage deed, given 
to him by Mr.Wallis about 27 years ago. There were likewise 
other deeds brought up by .him concerning Shakespeare = 

I begged Mr.Jerningham to take out of ye bookcase some of 
the books that had Shakespeare's signature,in order that he, 


Trerney, Right Hon. Georcr, M.P. 
for Appleby. This gentleman was ori- 
ginally intended for the bar, and had a 
suitable education in one of the Inns of 
Court; but his inclination led him to po- 
litical science and financial specul.tions, 
rather than the dry practice of the King’s 
Bench and Common Pleas. Having small * 
means and great ambition he made a 
desperate effort to get into parliament for 
Colchester, but without success, and what 
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The real Situation of the East India Company consi- 
dered, with respect to their Rights and Privileges, 
8vo. 1787.—Two Letters on the Colchester Petition, 
4to. 1791.—A Letter to the Right Hon. Henry Dun- 
das on the Situation of the East India Company, 8vo. 
1791. This Pamphlet, which was anonymous, produced 
a very able and satisfactory reply, written by the late 
George Anderson, who, from the lowest line of lite, 
raised himself by his talents to the situation of Ac- 
comptant in the Commissioners’ Office for the Affairs 
of India. Mr. Tierney then published, with his name, 
a Letter to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas on the 
Statement of the Affairs of the East India Company 
lately published by George Anderson, Esq. 8vo, 1791. 
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Mr.Boaden thanks Mr.White for the sight of the most splendid : 
‘imposition he. ever looked at - As it was lent under no express con 
dition that any extract should not be made, Mr.B. cannot be sorry 
that he has done what he was not forbidden to do by the terms 

of the loan - As he has begun a severe examination by ye way of 

| pamphiet he must seek another copy to lye before him = whether 
|he may continue his public extracts will then be matter at his 

| own discretion = Mr.Boaden returns Mr.White's book by Bearer - 


Dec.31st.1795~ 


| Mir. Erskine came with Mr.Grey, Mr,Tierney,*« Mr.Greathead . & 
| after viewing the papers for near two hours, declared his full 
| belier® of the M.S.S. ef-tke- saying that the bulk % multiform 


M.SeSeof the papers was such as to render it impossible to be 
| the work of any man or set of men in the present or any former 
day to have completed - and as to the orthography an object so 
} much caviliod at,he said its being unlike that of that period, 
weighed in his opinion more in favor of their gikirciaat "4 than 
against it,as no man would have set about such an imposition, 
of this amazing magnitude without first weighing well both from 
| MSS. and printed books of those times, the manner and spelling 
&ceHe went away perfectly convinced of their Ba ad and has 
Bince publicly given his opinion to that eff 


Jane®.1796. The R't Hone£ir Ant'y Mc'Donald Ld.@heBaron,his Lady 
Mr.Anstruther Boy dene to view ye MSS.- 

ne Chief Baron &c.gave exactly the game opinion with Mr.Erskine 
and he said further if these are impositioré,which I do not 
think possible,we live in a very dangerous period,as no proporty «<1n | 
can be established in our Courts, if talents such as these in an 
smposter exists. 


Mr.Jerningham to Bam'l Ireland 
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| Green Street Grosvenor Square. Monday Dec.28.1795. 

Mr.Jerningham presents his compliments to Mr.Ireland and is 

desired by the Prince of Wales to inform him that His Royal 

| Highness wishes to see Mr.Ireland at Carlton House on Wednesday 
morninge MreJerningham will call upon Mr.Ireland at the half hour 
past twelve on Yednesday to accompany him to Carlton House. 
Wednesday Dec.30.1795. I received a nove fron Nr. Jerningham 
to attend ye Prince of Wales this day at 4+ past twelve - In 
consequence Mr.Jecame to my houss - and about I I sent for a 
coach - and in the interim Mr.Albany Wallis sent word that he 
would call directly with Mr. as he wished to speak a few 
words with me - They came and Mr. Wallis,when he entered the middle 
room - said (putting his hand towards his pocket) I have here 
something to shew you that will do your business for you e and 

| knock up your Shakespeare Papers - This was said in the presence 

| of Mr.Jerningham who was standing by the Pires, and whom I begged 

to walk into my own room,to hear ye nature of this evidence be 

it what it might - I found that Mr.Wallis had found the original 

deed of Sale of the house in Biackfryars,formerly in possession 

| of Wm.Ireland and Pie chant by Shakespeare - This was the same 

house of which the late Mr.Garrick had the Mortgage deed,siven 

to him by Mr.Wallis about 27 years ago. There were likewise 

other deeds brought up by him concerning Shakespeare = 
_ I begged Mr.Jerningham to take out of ye bookcase some of 

the books that had Shakespeare's signature,in order that he, 
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DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES, 
Friday, May 20. 

This day came on the trial of John 
Reeves, Efq. for a libel, before Lord 
Kenyon, and a {pecial jury, at. Guildhall. 
Our reavers will remember, thatth:s pro- 
fecution was inftituted in confequence of a 
refolution of the Houfe of Commons, on 
account of fome expreidions inv pamphlet, 
entitled, Thoughts on the Enelith Go- 
ernment,” and whch were very ardently 
and anxtonfly taken up by the oppofition 
in parhament, as a libel on the Britith 
Conititution (fee p. 574). The Attorney 
General ftated the cafe on the part of the 
crown, and Jefc it to.the jury to confider, 
whether the expreffions -alluded to were 
merely unadvifed and erroneous ; or whe- 
ther, confidering the whole context of 
the pamphlet, they were, as charged, 
libellous, and intended to vilify the contti- 
tutioa. Mr. Plomer, in behalf of Mr. 
Reeves, admitted the fa&t of publication ; 
and contended, from the whole tenor of the 
work, and the Known charater of Mr. 
Reeves, that no imputation of libel could 
be fixed'on him. The jury retired about 

an hour, and brought in a verdiét of not 
guilty. 
OsiruARY.-— Bertie, Greatheed, Esq, 


18262} 


BERTIE GREATHEED, Eso, 

Jan. 16, At Guy’s: Cliff, near War- 
wick, aged 66, after a few days illness 
only, Bertie Greatheed, Esq. son of 
Samu ‘I Greatheed, Esq. by Lady Mary 
Berti daughter of Peregrine second 
Duke of Ancaster, 

This gentleman, from an early age, 
was distinguished for his taste in litera- 
ture. At Florence, in 1785, he was a 
member of a well-known coterie, con- 
sisting of Mr. Parsons, Mrs. Piozzi, the 
Chevalier Pindamonte (since styled ‘¢ the 
Italian Gray’’), Lady Millar, Mr. Merry, 
&c., who jointly produced the Florence 
Miscellany. It was a society which, 
although subsequently exposed to much 
mortification by falling under the lash 
of Mr. Gifford’s powerful and unsparing 
Satire, in his ** Baviad and Meviad,’’ 
undoubtedly possessed genius, much ele- 
gance of taste, and considerable poetical 
talent. 

In 1788, Mr. Greatheed produced a 
tragedy, entitled “* The Regent.” It 
was brought out at Drury-lane Theatre, 
supported by the powers of John Kem- 
ble, and Mrs. Siddons; but the circum- 
Stances of the time were against its full 
success, Its very title proved injurious: 
it appeared during the illness of the late 
King, when party politics ran high, and 
the public mind was much agitated by 
discussions respecting the Regency. The 
play, however, possessed some very 
striking scenes ; it was favourably re- 
ceived; and, if not of the highest order, 
its merits were such as to have insured, 
under more favourable auspices, a con- 
siderable run, Mr. Greatheed’s affection 
for the drama was not extinguished by 
the lapse of years; even up to a recent 
period, its unrivalled ornament, Mrs. 
Siddons, who, it is not a little remark- 
able, had been, at a very early period of 
her life, an attendant upon his mother— 
was a frequent and ever-welcome guest 
at his seat at Guy’s Cliff. There, indeed, 
the hospitable owner was endeared to 
an extensive circle of friends by the 
amiability of his manners, his love of 
literature and the arts, and the integrity 
of his mind, 

Mr. Greatheed had one son, Bertie, 
who died at Vicenza in Italy, Oct. 8, 
1804, aged 23. (See a character of him 
in vol. LXx1v. p, 1236). Many circum- 
stances occurred to render the affliction 
of the father peculiarly poignant upon 
this event. Mr, Greatheed jun. pos- 
sessed the most distinguished talents’ as 
# gentleman artist. Being at Paris dur- 
ing the brief domination of Buonaparte, 
be was much struck by the unrivalled 
Specimens of art, which then enriched 
and ‘adorned the public institutions of 


that capita], and he earnestly solicited 
permission to take copies of some. of the 
paintings. This, under the erroneous 
supposition that he was an English artist 
by profession, was at first refused; but 
subsequently, on the strong representa- 
tion that he was a man of fortune and 
consequence in his own country, travel 
ling for his amusement, permission was 
granted. On the completion of Mr, 
Greatheed’s Jabours, Napoleon paid at 
once the highest compliment to their 
success, and exhibited a specimen of that 
capricious tyranny, which som ~~ the 
worshippers of his memory seem de- 
sirous of forgetting that he ever exer- 
cised. He ordered the copies to be 
brought before him; and, upon exami- 
nation, he pronounced their merit to be 
too great for them to be suffered to go 
out of France. They consequently re- 
mained in the country during the life- 
time of their author; but, on his de- 
cease, Napoleon, with a returning por- 
tion of right feeling, immediately for- 
warded these memorials of a departed 
son’s talents, to his deeply afflicted 
father. 

Mr. Greatheed jun. had married in 
France; and he left one daughter, since 
united (March 20, 1823) to Lord Charles 
Percy, son of the Earl of Beverley. 

Although the habits of Mr. Greatheed 
became more retired from the period of 
his domestic affliction, the kindness of 
his disposition and the benevolence of 
his heart remained unimpaired. The 
occupation and amusement of his latter 
years were to improve his romantic and 
picturesque residence—a spot which old 
Leland described as ‘ the abode of plea- 
sure, a place meet for the Muses ;” and 
Dugdale, as “a place of so great de- 
light, that to one, who desireth a retired 
life, either for his devotions or study, 
the like is hardly to be found.” Mr, 
Greatheed always evinced the warmest 
interest for the prosperity of the neigh- 
bouring Spa of Lemington, where he 
possessed considerable property; and 
he kindly permitted visitors to see the 
curiosities of Guy’s Cliff—a spot im- 
mortalized in tradition, by the great 
Guy Earl of Warwick, and on many 
accounts an object of interest and ad- 
miration. Amongst the monuments of 
the younger Mr. Greatheed’s genius’ to 
be seen there, was a portrait of Buona- 
parte, esteemed an admirable likeness ; 
and an original composition, the subject 
from Spenser’s * Cave of Despair.” 

Mr. Greatheed was, in his political 
principles, an ardent and consistent 
friend of civil and religious freedom‘; 
but, although repeatedly ‘solicited to 
represent his county town in Parlixe 


No lest Guerres 3 “Mag EX 
AUTHORS OF THE POETRY OF THE ANTI-JACOBIN. 


The following notices of the writers of many of 
the poetical pieces in the Anti-Jacobin may prove 
interesting to many of your readers. They are 
derived from the following copies, and each name 
is authenticated by the initials of the authority 
upon which each piece is ascribed to particular 
persons : 

| c. Canning’s own copy of the poetry. 
_ 8. Lord Burghersh’s copy. 

w. Wright the publisher's copy. 

vu. Information of W. Upcott, amanuensis. 

The copy of the Anti-Jacobin to which L refer ig 
the fourth, 1799, 8vo. 


Page. VOL. I. 
31. Introd. to Poetry - - Canning. 
35. Inscript. for Door of Cell, Canning, 
Cc, Frere, t eS 
71. Sapphies: Knifegrinder - Frere, 
Canning, t 
103. Invasio , - - Hely Addington, w. 


136. La Saint Guillolem 


Canning, ? 

i -C. 
Frere,* 
Hammond, x, 
Canning, 2 F 
Brere, 2" 
Ellis, x. 

Sonnet to Liberty - - Lord Carlisle, », 
201. Dactylics + - - Canning, s, 
Gifford, w. 
Marq. Wellesley, vu. 


169, Soldier’s Friend - 


Fpsa mali Hortatrix, &c, 


Frere, x. 
| 986. Parent of countless Crimes, Marq. Wellesley, v. 
&e, Frere, 3. 
263. The Choice . - Geo. Ellis, z. 4 
265. Duke and taxing Man - Bar. Macdonald,c.,x. « 
267. Epigram - - - Frere, z. 


301. Ode to Anarchy - Lord Morpeth, z. 
303. ‘You-have heard of Reubel - Frere, x. 
371. Bard of the borrew’d Lyre - Canning, c. 
} Hammond, 8. 
380. Ode to Lord Moira - Geo. Ellis, .c., 5, 
422, Bit of an Ode to Mr. Fox - Geo. Ellis, c. 
Frere, 3B. 
_ 452. Anne and Septimius - Geo. Ellis, .c. 
486. Foe to thy Country’s Foes - Geo. Ellis, z. 
489, Lines under Bust of Gh. Fox Frere, s. 


490. under Bust of certain 
Orator - - - Geo. Ellis, z. 
| 525. Progress of Man - - Canning, c. 
Gifford, w. 
Frere, 3. 
558. Progress of Man -« - Canning, c. 
Hammond, x. 
598, Vision = a - ,Geo, Ellis, z. 
Gifford, w. 
627. Ode: Whither, O Bacchus! Canning, c, 
VOL, II. 
21. Chevy Chace “ © - Bar. Macdonald,c.,z, 
98. Progress of Man - - Canning, 
Frere, ze 
Geo. Ellis, 3. 
134. Jacobin - - - Nares, .w. 
168, Loves of the Triangles - Frere, c. 
Canning, B. 
| 200. Loves of the Triangles - Geo. Ellis, c., w, 


Canning, B. 


| 204. Loves of ‘Triangles: So 


with dark Dirge - Canning, w. 

205. “ Romantic Ashboun.” The read down Ash- 
boun Hill winds in front of Ashboun Hall, 
then the residence of the Rev.— Leigh, who 
married a relation of Mr. Canning’s, and te 
whom My. Canning was afrequent visitor. F. H, 

Q 7 ’ 
286. Brissot’s Ghost -« - Frere, s. 
274. ‘Loves of the Triangles - Canning, ) 8., w., ¢. 
Gifford, ‘$c, 


Frere, 4c. 
| $12. Consolatory Address - Lord Morpeth, x. 
815. Elegy - - ~ Canning, ) B.,,C. 
Gifford, ‘c, 
Frere, €. 
343. Ode to my Country ~ Frere, 2 | 
B. B., i s 


Hammond, s. 
388. Ode to Director Merlin _- Lord Morpeth, x. 


420, ‘The, Lovers .- _~ -Frere, 
ly rGifford, |e. 

-G, Bilis, + 
Canning, J 8. 

451, = - “ - Frere, B 
Gifford, 
Ellis, c. 
Canning, 


498. Affectionate Effusion - Lord Morpeth, z. 


532. Translation of a Letter - Gifford, 
Ellis, 

; c. 
Canning, B 
Frere, 

- Canning, c. 
- Canning, 8. 
- Canning, ) s. 
Frere, 
Gifford, Ce 
G. Ellis, 
From Mental Mists. - Frere, w. 
¥et venial Vices, &e. - Canning, w. 
624. Bethink thee, Gifford, &c. These lines were 
written by Mr, Canning some years before he 
had any personal acquaintance with Mr. Gifford. 


602. Ballynahinch - 
. Viri eruditi - 
623, New Morality - 


625. Awake! for ‘shame ! - Canning, w. 
628. Fond Hope! - - Frere, w. 
629, Such is the liberal Justice - Canning, w. 
631. O Nurse of Crimes - Frere, 
Canning, bw: 
G. Ellis, 
632. See Louvet - - Canning, w. 


633,. But hold severer Virtue Frere, . 
Canning, - 
Frere, 
Canning, \w. 
Ellis, 
635. Ere long perhaps = - Gifford, t 
: Ww 
Ellis, 


- Frere, 
ane w. 
vanning, 


Canning, w. 


634, To thee proud Barras. bows 


Couriers and Stars - 


637. Britain beware - 


Wright, the publisher of the Ant-Jacobin, lived 
at 169. Piccadilly, and his shop was the general 
morning resort of the friends of the ministry, as 
Debrell’s was of the oppositionists. About the time 
when the Anti-Jacobin was contemplated, Owen, 


who had been the publisher of Burke’s pamphlets, . 


failed. 


to which a communication was opened through 
ea ‘ 

Wright’s house. Being thus enabled to pass to 

their own rooms through Wright’s shop, where 

their frequent visits did not excite any remarks, 

they contrived to: escape particular observation. 


Their meetings were most regular on Sundays, | 


but they not unfrequently met on other days of 
the week, and in their rooms were chiefly written 
the poetical portions of the work. What was written 
was generally left opem upom the table, and as 
others of the party dropped in, hints or sugges- 
tions were made; sometimes whole passages were 
contributed by some of the parties present, and 
afterwards.altered by others, so that it is almost 
impossible to ascertain the names of the authors. 
Where, in the above notes, a piece is ascribed to 
different authors, the conflicting statements may 
arise from incorrect information, but sometimes 
they arise from the whole authorship being as- 


The editors of the Anti-Jacobin took his } 
house, paying the-rent, taxes, &c., and gave it up to | 
Wright, reserving to themselves the first floor, | 


signed to one person, when in fact both may have | 


contributed. If we look at the references, vol. ii. 
pp. 420. 532. 623:, we shall see Mr. Canning 
naming several authors, whereas Lord Burghersh 
assigns all to one author. Mr. Cannine’s authority 
is here more to be relied upon. “New Morality” 
Mr. Canning assigns generally to the four con- 
tributors; Mr. Wright has given some interesting 
particulars by appropriating to each his peculiar 
portion, 

Gifford was the working editor, and wrote most 
of the refutations and corrections of the ‘ Lies,” 
‘ Mistakes,” and “ Misrepresentations.” 

The papers on finance were chiefly by Pitt: the 
first column was frequently for what he might 
send; but his contributions were uncertain, and: 
generally very late, so that the space reserved 
for him was sometimes filled up by other matter. 
He only once met the editors at Wright’s. 

Upcott, who was at the time assistant in Wright's 
shop, was employed as amanuensis, to copy out for- 
the printer the various contributions, that the au- 
thors’ handwriting might not be detected. 

Epw. Hawkins. 


The Anti-Jacobin (Vol. iii., p.334.).—In. a copy: 
of the Poetry of the Anti-Jacobin, now in my pos~ 
session, oecurs this note in: the autograph of Mr. 
James Boswell :— 

“ These lines | Lines written by a Traveller at Czarco- 
zelo| were written by William PIT’[—as I learnt 
from his nephew on the 28th of May 1808, at a dinner 
held in honour of his memory.” 


The sirname is in large capital letters; the 
year is indistinctly written. ‘This is the note 
which is indicated in the auction-catalogue of the 


library of Mr. Boswell, No, 2229. 


Bouron Corney. 
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Dice. 28817 9S - Sant 401196 - Teming harm — Walls, 


Trowerd -M.H.-Hemimyes — Chalmers~ Peeves — 7F 


Mr.Jerningham might collate the handwriting and report to ye 
Prince ye nature of this new discovery ~ All were satisfied 
with the similitude of the hands but as a witness there appeared 
ye signature of JnoeHeminge - evidently a different hand-writing 
land differently spelled to that I had laid before the public - 
which alarmed me very much. I went out at 4 past 1 to Cariton 
House with Mr.Jerningham anc returned at 4,when I found my Son 
‘had called at home;ja little after @ and was told what had passed 
with Mr.Wallis before I went out - In consequence hs went down 
'to MreW. and saw ye deeds and expressed much surprise at the dis- 
similitude of the signature of Hemynge = He returned home and as 
the family seid seemed much agitated = and that ye sweat seemed 
to drop from his forehead - he said. he would go to ye Gentleman 
and mention ye circumstance which he did and returned in less 
than half’ an hour and brought four receipts of the said Jno. 
Hemysxces wrapt up with 15 or £0 other papers with which he went 
down to Mr.Wallis and returned fully satisfied as were Messrs. 
Wallis and Troward of their being the same hand-writing. 

When I returned at 4 he told me ye whole circumstance and said 
that when he entered the Gentleman's room and told him ye agitation 
f his mind on ye occasion the Gentleman said "Young Man - Do'nt 
be disconcerted we'll see if we can't relieve vou,then turning to 
his de@ésk he searched among a large parcel of old papers and gave 
| him the parcel betore alluded to ~ There was certainly not time 
for any person to have forged any one of the papers,nor had he 
any bearing the name of Heminges to work from,and the whole time 
| was barely half an hour. 


JaneiG.1796. This day Mr.G.Chalmers and Mr.J.neeves were with me, 
when I] sent for Sam and requested him to inform us what papers 
yet existed in the hand-writing of Shakespeare - that he had 
reason to believe would come into my possession,when in the 
presence of the above gentlemen he wrote the list as dated this 
daye 

Richard the Second . Gatologue of his Books 

: writing 


n his hand- 


fe 


Whole‘ play of Henry 2nd. 

Deed by which he became a partner of 

i * " Henry 5th. the Curtain Theatre with Benj'n Kile 
and JnoeHeminges. 

49 isaves of Athello 


37 ii " Richard 3rd. Account of his Life 

62 PO ine John Drawings of the Globe on parchment 
14 g " Henry 4th. Bible 

17 ” " Julius Caesar Boccaco 

37 ” " Timon of Athens. Barclay of Fools 

Chaucer’ Holinshed 


Book relative to Elizabeth Lines to Francis Drake 


Whole length Portrait Verses to Blizabeth 
Miniature set in silver " " Sir Walter Raleigh 
Englands " " Lord Howard 


Grant of Arms,®ees Pictures &c. 


| April 12th. 1796.°6? ° 
tg Dale prohahly added suhsequently . [ 
This foregoing Schedule was presented to the Gentlemen of the 

Committee,on April 14th.whose names appear. in ye following “ 


Jan‘ 16° ls Mar. 1796. Vols. of ie a bony Pho eae " 
Herry I Tossorere- Berge ss~ Beltesers Cerlipcste qT 


ie ej $ 


transactions by my Son and read by him - with a solemn declae 
ration that they were all in being - and should at a future 
_day,and that within a short time - be mine. 


- The date at the end of W.H.I'S Schedule was evidently added in 

| expectation of the ee meeting (the schedule being actually 
made on Jan.10.1796.) and S.I'S note above appended after the 
“Gommittes meetinge GeHelL. Bee PpefH// for the Committee meeting in 
question, GeHele 


January 18.1796. Received from Sam the following books with MSS. 
VizZie 


Pope Joanes . 1610 
Argument of Peter de la Martiliere 1612 


A Letter by a True Christian 1586 


z a 


Feb.6. I received 4 written orders signed by Q.Elizabeth,to play 
before her at Greenwych,one dated 1589 

Another 1591. 

Ditto signed by ye Examiner Ed.Pigeon 1596 

Ditto ditto 1597 


| March 6.1796. Received 3 leaves in original MS. of Henry 2nd. 


April 6. I received of Sam a parchment signed by Elizabeth and 
with a perfect seal of ye arms of England - containing @ gift 
of part of her Wardrobe &c.To various Ladies about ye Court and 
at ye bottom ye signature of Ed.Pigeon as Ex'r. Sam said he had it of 
it of MrMPassmore jun'r of Kirby Street Hatton Garden in Nov.1795. 
The name of Pigeon agrees exac tly with ye same name in ye 
above order# of ye Queen =- I never saw this parchment till this 
day,when it was brought to me while Sir Ja's Burgess was with me. 
Ye parchment is dated 17. May in ye third year of her reign. 


The first draft of the document below occurs heree it is dated "on 
"London February 1796" and it is almost word for word with the 
‘finished document but ends at the words "In the hands of Mr. Ireland" 
‘and there are no signatures.eGoHel. 


London March ““#4.1796-6 


We the undersigned having inspected the following deeds in the 
Possession of Albany Wallis Esq. of Norfolk Street = vizs- 

"A Conveyance dated 10.March 1612 expressed to be from Henry 
Walker to William Shakespeare,William Johnson, John Jackson, 

"and John Heminges,of a house at Blackfryars,then or late being 
"in the’ occupation of one William Ireland, & signed William 
"Zeetand Shakespeare, Jno.Jackson and Wm.Johnson = and = 
"A Deed dated 10. February 1617, being a Conveyance,signed Jno. | 
"Jackson, Wm.Johnson and John Heminges,of the same premises, 
$e-thoe-~use-o9f- Shakespeare-+ a-Wille (crossed out in the original G.H. Ly) 

Having also inspected the following papers in the possession 
of Mr.Samuel Ireland of Norfolk Street = viz: 
"A MS.Play of Lear,- A Fragment of Hamlet = A “Play of Vortigern - 
several Deeds witnessed William Shakeapears - several receipts 
and notes of disbursements of monies on account of the Globe 
and Curtain Theatres - Familiar letters,signed William Shakespeare- 
and other Miscellaneous MSS. 


297. Zl 


peyntou 


Up-park, Suflex, Lady Fether{ton- 


widow-of the late Sir Matthew IF. 


ne x) -! he ~— - 
tone-caftle, co, Northumber- 


iter £0 Beni. Leshie 


March, 1796 Believers Corlifteate - ale - 


Vorligern - Lee 8 


And having compared the handwriting of the above papers in Mr. 
Ireland's possession with the signatures of Shakespeare's and 
Teminges to the Deeds in Mr.wallis's hands,as well as with the 
bublished facesimiles of the autographs of Shakespeare to hbs 
Last Will and Testament,and to a Deed dated 88 11.March 10.Jac 
- 1 which came to the hands of Mr.Wallis about the year 1760 
among the Title Deeds of the Rev'nd Mr.Fetherstonehaugh = and 
from the character and manner thereof - 

| We declare our firm belief in the Authenticity of the Auto- 
graphs of Shakespeare and Heminges in the hands of Mr.Ireland - 


Isaac Heard - Garter. 

Having also made a correct copy of the original Will of William 
\Shakespeare and attended to the taking of the Fac-similes of his 
lsienatures thereto - F.HeG. 


For Francis Webb,my most esteemed friend now in the country-Isaac 
Heard = Garter. 


Sir Isaac Heard,being very sick in bed,did sign the above in our 

presence,as also the initials "J.HeGe" and the words between his 

signature and the said initials,were inserted by his éneteues-eue 

Idirectiors. Witness our Hands Robert Sherson,M.D. 

Hir Powell +) 
tz) Sir Isaac Heard, Garter. 


Joseph Skinner Albany Wallis 


h'd Troward 


OQ 


John Hewlett =- Translator of Ri 
old Latin Records,Common Pleas 
Office, Temple. 


John Byngs Francis Townsend -Windsor Herald 
Gilbert Franklyn, Wimpole St. Matt.Wyatt - New Inn 


R.Valpy - Reading 5 


March 1796. About ye 20th.of this month Dr.Valpy of Reading called 
on me to breakfast by appointment,in order to read the play of 
Vortigern,which he did and when finished it,declared his full 
belief and conviction of its originality,and said there were 

some speeches so truly Shakespearian,and so well constructed that 
it was impossible they should be other than authentic. He regretted 
much that he was obliged immediately to leave Town or he would have bai 
been glad to have made a few trifling alterations before it was 
represented - which period was fixed for Saturday ye 2ndeApril next. 


++ 


S.lreland to Mr.Lee 


MreIreland presents his respectful compliments to Mr.Lee - having 
been informed by Mr.Franklyn yesterdat - that H.R eH.the Duke of 
Gloucester expressed a desire to view the Shakespeare MSS. Mr. 

| Ireland will be obliged by Mr.Lee's informing him - whether it 
will be proper to address a line to the Duke - or if Mr.Lee will 
be 80 obliging as to put the matter in a proper train and will 
favour Mr.eIreland with a line as to what will be necessary to be 
| done on the occasion. Mr.Ireland will feel himself much obliged. 

| ,Norfolk Street March 4. (TO) Lee Esq.3 Chapel St.Mayfair. 


See reply lo This p.8F. 


Seen a ___________-~  — se = = . 


cee RR TS 


CEE 


March!71796- Aft fidav vt ~ Acverlisement 33, 


Stamped here G.H.1 


Samuel William Henry Ireland of Norfolk Street in the Parish 

of St.Clement Danes in the County of Middlesex,Gentleman, 

maketh voluntary oath that since the sixteenth Day of December 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety four he this Deponent 

hath at various times deposited in the house of his,this De- 
ponent's Father Samuel Ireland of Norfolk Street aforesaid 
several Deeds and Manuscript papers signed and supposed to 

be written by William Shakespeare and others - And this Dee 
ponent further maketh oath and saith that the deeds and manu- 
scriptspapers,now open for Inspection at his,this Deponent's 
Father's house are the same which he,this deponent so deposited 
aforesaid,And whereas several disputes have arisen concerning 4 
the originality of the Deeds and MS.papers aforesaid.And whereas 
Fdmund Malone of Queen Ann Street East in the Parish of Mary-lee 
Bone in the said County of Middlesex hath publicly advertised 

or caused to be advertised an Assertion to the effect that he, 
the said Edmund Malone had discovered the above mentioned Deeds 
and Manuscript papers to be a forgery which assertion may tend 
in the event of the said Edmund Malone's proving the same,to 
injure the reputation of his,this Deponent's Father,the said 
Samuel Ireland hath not nor hath anyone of the said Samuel 
Ireland's family other than agave and except this Deponent any 
knowledge of the manner in which he,this Deponent became pose 
sessed of the said Deeds or Manuscript papers aforesaid or 

any part thereof or of any circumstance or circumstances re- 
lating thereto. 


Qa en WeH. IRELAND 
sworn before me this Day of March one thousand seven 
hundred and ninetysix 


This letter was written by my Son as wishing me to have it 
inserted in the papers to exonerate me from any imputation 
as to ye papers - but no use was made of it -« 


te en I 


Shakespeare 


MreIreland to satisfy the publick mind with resnect to the 
authenticity of these Papers and at ye same time to remove 
every degree of suspicion that misht attach itself to the 
Character of the Party who first discovered them,he is autho- 
rized to declare that they are by lineal descent the property 
of a gentleman whose Great Great Grandfather was a man of Emi- 
nence in ye law,into whose possession they fell together with 
many others relating to Shakespeare on the demise of Heminres’* 
son who died intestate in ye year 1650. He is also authorized 
to state that had it not been for Mr.S.Ireland jun'r they would 
have been inevitably lost to the World the Proprietor himself 1 
being totally ignorant of his possessing such a treasure = 

After this Declaration it is supposed the public are not 
entitled to any further explanation. 

March 30th.1796. 
VERITAS. 


| Feh.6%6 Feh 2571796 Farr-Walhs-Malme ef 
Burke . 


SAMUEL IRELAND TO DOCTOR PARR 


be 6el796~ fo Dr.Parr 
mar Sir, When I had last the pleasure of seeing you in London, 
u Plattered me with some hope of your friendly interference 
‘lative to thecdefence of the Shakespeare MSS. I have no doubt 
it that you have seen the Daily attacks that have been made on 
and ve papers for a long time past and as in the same ratio 
iat the Shakespeare treasures have increased,so have my enemies 
amanaad in their malignity - Several pamphlets have appeared pro 
vest written one I have seen appeared yesterday 
ire of Philalethes,published by Johnson in Pauls 
is greatly in favor of the discovery,and professes 
_ to t#alh - The Play of Vortigern is in daily 
i be represented at Drury Lane in the course of 


r Mr. Greathead has been several times to view the 
miperfectiy satisfied - Mr.Erskine has lately been 
Bses himself completely satisfied - as does the lor &' 
and many persons eminent in the law . The Prince 
of Ciarence = are likewise warm friends - Amongst 
re all the Commentators and most of the persons 
the papers = this is surely uncandid and iiliberable 
0,as I have been at ail times ready and desirous 
to any gentiemen who has expressed a wish to be 
ubject - The mass of books with Shakespeare's 
rious written documents of his relative to the 
and {vesides the play of Vortigern) 
ne Henry 2nd.ehave come to hand = since 
—~tnge you,ali which I am Impatient to shew 
nion of . I understand Malone's pamphlet 
»xek,eand one from the pen of Stewart about 
P possible as they are running @ race y 
first hit. Malone's great support is Burke, 
n them - Their opposition is I hear to 
by an attempt to prove that the Orthog- 
iS. is not that of the period in which he .- 
1y was then quite tnfixed I think it will 
1% out by what rule any individual could 


Edmund Burke iGuvvcers 


2a ETT GG a BO Jie Spe LESTE 
by any particular mode of spelling. 
| tiy been made by Mr.Albanyv Wallis of Norfolk 
N 1776 the Bri, the papers of the Fetherstonehaugh family 
their independepeen agent for near 40 years) of several 
secdS>~.._ ~ ~;“€volution beg, pkespeare concerns e amongst which are sige 
atures by him a@nb‘ous -s that exactly corroberate with many sig- 
atures on Desds and Papers in my possession . I shall be giad to 


e honoured with a line in reply to this,and if on a further inspec- 
ion of these treasures you should still be convinced of their authen- 
icity,I need not say that ye aid of your pen on so great an occasion 
nd as I hope in the cause of truth - will be to me a tower of streng&bh 
trength. Your very obedient humble Servant 

SeIreiland. 


DOCTOR PARR TO SAMUEL IRELAND. 


ear Sir. I last night returned from Oxford and this morning I have 
lead your letter dated Feb.6th,. Last year hen I was in Town,I had 
leen only some few of the scattered papners,but of the letter from 
jueen Elizabeth and of the Plays,I had not seen one syllable. 

My opinion then was very favorable to the authenticity of what 
did seé,and it was chiefly founded upon internal evidence - I 


annot however conceal from you that some doubt even upon them have 


\ 


leen raised in my mind by differences which are said to subsist 
ween the handwriting which you have exhibited and that which is pre- 


eo 


erved in one of our public archives of Literature. Of course my 

udgement is for tne present suspended = When your book came to me 
was on the point of going to Oxferd and therefore I lent it to a 
eighbouring friend who has not yet made any report to me, But when 


fe-Ooe ne old os 
ch. feo ful. 

ort in Defoe’s day? 
foe’s comment on the 
h; the use of rivers for 
1 river improvement 
shipping as the means 
ry to another; the im- 
‘seas; and, in general, 
d extreme difficulty of 
ntration of population 
ition in the interior of 


h turnpike roads and 


Pratt, History of Inland 
r Jackman, Transporta- 


ues by Wright, or 


Feh.o*6 Feb 2591796 Farr-Walhs-Malme eh | 
Burke. : 
SAMUEL IRELAND TO DOCTOR PARR 


bde6e17966 To Dr.Parr 
ar Sir, When I had last the pleasure of sesing you in London, 
u flattered me with some hope of your friendly interference 
llative to thecdefence of the Shakespeare MSS. I have no doubt 
+ that you have seen ei Daily attacks that have been made on 

and ye papers for a long time past and as in the same ratio 
jat the Shakespeare treasures have increased,so have my enemies 
lcreased in their malignity - Several pamphlets have appeared pro 
d con,but the best written one I have seen appeared yesterday 
jder the signature of Philalethes, published by Johnson in Pauls 
Jurch Yard - It is greatly in favor of the discovery,and professes 
| be equally so to Gulh - The Play of Vortigern is in daily 
hearsal and will be répresented at Drury Lane in the course of 
Bie month 
| Your neighbour Mr.Greathead has been several times to view the 
\S.and appeared perfectly satisfied - Mr.Erskine has lately been 
ith me and expresses himself completely satisfied - as does the lor # 
bas Shief Baron and many persons eminent in the law . The Prince 
Wales and Duke of Clarence - are likewise warm friends - Amongst 
he unbelievers are all the Commentators and most of the persons 
ho have not seen the papers =< this is surely uncandid and illiberable 
sre especialiy so,as I have been at ail times ready and desirous 
» open my doors to any gentiemen who has expressed a wish to be 
‘atified on ye subject - The mass of books with Shakespeare's 
3S. notes,and various written documents of his relative to the 
heatres,tamiiiar ietvers,and (vesides the play of Vortigern) 
lother MS. play calied King Henry 2nd..have come to hand = since 
lhad the pleasures of seeing you,alili which Ii am Impatient to shew 
bu and to obtain your opinion of . I understand Maione's pamphlet 
; to appear in about a week,end one from the pen of Stewart about 
le same time or before if possible as thsy are running @ race y 
piving who wiil have the first hit. Malone's great support is Burke, 
» has likewise never seen them - Their opposition is I hear to 
> princibally supported by an attempt to prove that the Orthog-= 
aphy of Shakespeare's MSS. is not that of the period in which he =- 
ived = As the Orthography was then quite tnfixed I think it will 
p no easy matter to point out by wnat rule any individual could 
LLAdéwuiceaTeérypoeteavernanthy bugnoumdacular mous of: spelling. 
it down and be governed i any particular mode of spelling. 

A discovery has recentiy been made by MreAlbany Wallis of Norfolk 
breet who is searching the papers of the Fetherstonehaugh family 
to wnom Mr.Wallis has been agent for near 40 years) of several 
beds that concerned Shakespeare concerns « amongst. which are sig- 
atures by him and others that exactly corroberate with many sig- 
atures on Desds and Papers in my possession — I shall be giad to 
e honoured with a line in reply to this,and if on a further inspec- 
ion of these treasures you should still be convinced of their authen- 
jicity,1 nesd not say that ye aia of your pen on 80 creat an occasion 
Ind as I hope in the cause of truth - will be to me a tower of strengbh 


jtrength. Your very obedient humble Servant 


Selresiand. 


DOCTOR PARR TO SAMUEL IRELAND. 
gs morning I have 


= 5 

ead your letter dated Feb.6th. Last year "then = was in Town,I had 
een only some few of the scattered papners,but of the ietter from 
Jueen Elizabeth and of the Plays,I had not seen one syllable 

My opinion then was very favorable to the authenticity of what 
did seé,and it was chiefly founded upon internal evidence - I 
annot however conceal from you that some doubt even upon them have bh: 
een raised in my mind by differences which are said to subsist bwtn< 
ween the handwriting which you have exhibited and that which is pre- 
ierved in one of our public archives of Literature. Of course my } 
udgement is for the present suspended = When your book came to me 
was on the point of going to Oxferd and therefore I lent it to a 
1eighbouring friend who has not yet made any report to me, But when 


ear Sir. I last night returned from Oxford and thi 


Dr.Parr to Samuel Ireland 


ae a 
| 


| 
| 


I was at Oxford I heard many formidable objections in the conver- 
|sation of learned men and on looking into the Book I met with 
|passages which from the punctuation,orthography and composition 
were by no means satisfactory to me = I certainly shall not be 
borne away by popular clamour,nor influenced by petty cavil, but 

T owe great respect to the judgement of some friends,who have 
had. more time for examination than I nave,and I consider myself 
as bound by the strictest rules of honor and of morality to weigh 
‘all arguments upon all sideés,and to yeild without reluctance and 
without dissimulation to their force. I have not read one contro= 
versial book and between the contending parties I shall endeavour 
ito pursue the utmost impartiality and candour. My information at 
present is far too scanty for a decided opinion and various avo- 
ications will prevent me for some time from attending much to the 
subject. I must however confess to you that as matters now stand, 
|I am inclined to suspect the authenticity of the Plays,and at the 


isame time I am disposed to believe that you have not yourself been 
l\deliberately guilty of any imposture. “y great object is to observe 
the real truth,without any personal predilections or antipathies 
lwhatsoever - I will take the earliest opportunity I can to pay 
lyou, and I remain dear Sir,Your very obliged and humble servant 


Get, Witiiam, Esq. M.A. F.R. and 
A.S. Memb. of the Soc. of Dilletanti. 
The Topography of Troy and its Vicinity, fol. 1804. 
—The Geography and Antiquities of Ithaca, 4to, 
1808.—The Itinerary of Greece, with a Commentary 
en Pausanias and Strabo, and an Account of the 
Monuments of Antiquity at present existing in that 
Country, roy. 4to, 1810. 


a 


com Paha =r mar Ee eT — eeysa? — — ee RE 2, Die STEEL TR TTR i Penirr > A ees. 


pies 7 ee Ee eee CHOC Fron lyn $9 
Gresley Mar 7% be Ajorit 16° 1796. 


Mr.Lee presents his compliments to Mr.Ireland. His Royal Highness 
has been for some day's confined to the house with a bad cold. 

Mr.Lee will take the first opportunity of communicating to the Duke 
the Subject of Mr.ireland's note,& will have the pleasure of acquaint- 
ing him with his answer - 


Chapel St. In veplg ls 5.1'5 lelly Cr fpoEl. re Fhe 4 
Monday Morn. March7.1796.- Ploreceetes ° 


Mr.Ireland presents his Compliments to Mr.Tyrwhit,begs to acquaint 
him that he has reason to believe a very great Combination is 
formed, with a view to Damn the play of Vortigern unheard. Thus 
injuriously treated Mr. freiand feelsit a duty he owes to ye great 


literary treasures in his possession - to obtain such a degree of 


Patronage as may counteract ye plots of his Knemies - Mr.I.begs 
| to to Mr.T. that the favorable opinion his Royal Highness 
t the Prince of Wales, was pleased to entertain of the paners when 


“ 
he had the honor to lay them before his R.H. induced him to express 

his warmest wishes ~- that his Royal H. would condescend by his appear- 
ance on ve first night of representation. If MR.T-.will do Mr.I.the 

f to use his endeavour on this occasion, Mr. I. will feel him- 
self infinitely obliged - 

fhe Play is announced for representation on Sat.ye 2nd.-April. 


March 22. 1796. 


sir. 
I laid your request before his Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales, & am commanded by him to acquaint you, that he is appre- 


hensive, Business will lead him out of Town, or otherwise he will 
attend the first representation of Vortirgern. 


Iam Sir 
Your very obedient humble Servant 
Thos.lyrwhitt. 


SCariton House 
March 26.1796. 


The followins Letter was addressed to Gilbert Franklyn Esq. of 
Wimpole Street ~- from Mr.Barnard of Bath, a friend to Sir Nigel 


Gresley - in consequence of a report that ve MSS. had been received 
from Sir WN. = 


Bath l6th.Avril 1796. 


. I saw Sir Nigel yesterday who very readily answered yes 
to everything but his knowing Ireland, the papers taken away were 
very few & in his presence, not leaving them the whole time, one 
of the gentlemen I oe very well Mr.Shaw a Olergyman of great 
respectability the other Mr.Blore has lived in a Family of the 

'Gell's of Hopton as a elie for a considerable time « where Sir 
Nigel thought the papers more likely to be taken from as Gell was 
an Antiquarian, but being brought so nearly home to him by finding 
this Terrier of his Estate means to make inquiry into it intends 
himself the honor of waiting on you sa soon as he comes to Town, 
for which purpose desires your addrese ~ has heard from different 
quarters the papers were taken from Drakelow, but never Bhhought 
it worth his attention till now -I have the. pleasure to be = . 

Your most humble servant John Barnard. Gents Mag. June 17F7. 


At her houfe in Hertford-ftreet, after a 


_ At her boufe in Lichfield, tar advanced in Mare itineisr tee eure : 
| : A * ; i < tou} iS ne eowag ady Gredle, 
| J years, Lady Grefley, reli¢t.of Sir Nigel G. wclnieok Sir N eel. te ve and daughter oe 
i bart. of Knyperfley, in Staffordihire, and the Rev. Mr. Wynne of Chethire. 
“mother of, the pen Sir Nigel Beyer G:. BUR AGE val RUE et | Aen 


_— oo - bart..of Drakelow, co Yn hE ee , — _ 
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The Hon.John Byng to Samuel Irelan® 


Your Son yesterday walked home with me when I touched gently, 
(further will not do I find) upon the wonder of the discovery =" 
the history of the donor =‘and upon his strange draw-backs;and 
all the mystery of his delays. iene +» 

All that°I could drawW-from him was - that the Gentleman had 


given him much would pate him all - 
That he fad no thoughts o witholding them from you - 
That you should direct and guide hin.- 


That when he brought them some evenings ago = he could not 
~ keep them longer - And I think he said = the plays were not now 
in his possession - In short,I perceive you must be calm with hin, 
coax him = Give him his ow way and trust to nature. — 
| My only fear is that he may be seized by some artful man - 
| or men = to his defraud; and to your prejudice = and discontent. 
: Bintley says I am always coming to you = and "what about I 
} wonder?" And you I answer - are always receiving "S". and "what 
Goes he Ao with you?". | 
: Have you read Malone's Prospectus = of his Royal Octavo edition & 
|, &¢.&0. & his hit at the late picture?.- It is in the Morning Chroniclé 
= I-must repeat to you - that your conduct to your Son = (in this 
business) must be slow and temperate,else he may dash forth. 


Yre. JB. 
P.Office 


14th.January 12795; 
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Pye Ye - Prologue lo Vortigerry. - Hem ble 


Mr.Pye presents his Compliments to Mr.Ireland and requests 
him to send the Shakespeare he had the goodness to promise 
him,by the bearer.He wishes the Copy of the writing of the 
Bard of Nature may inspire him to compose what will not be 
too unworthy to preface one of his Poems. 

Police Office,Queen Square. Thursday. 


Dec. 28.1795, This day MrePye called according to appoint- 
ment to read the Play of Vortigern previous to his begin- 
ning to write the prologue which he had promised to doa 
few days since - I left the play with him in my own roon- 
for near 2 hours = and when I returned I found he had nearly 
finished reading it.I asked him what he thought of it he 
replied that he thought it a very excellent play and wished 
he could put his name to it. as the Author - I asked kt nt 
thousht it Shakespeare's,to which he said,indeed he thought 
it was,as a were so many passages in hiséstyle an’ of s 
much excellence that he could not think it the production of 
any other person ~- at ye same time he declared that he had 
shed more tears and had been more affected,than at the reading 
of any play for a long time. I then renewed my request that 
he would exert himself in a prolorue,to which he raplied with 
much energy = that I will do directly and endeavour to produce 
one, that shall be worthy the name of Shakespeare and of the 
nature of this wonderful discovery. About ten days after this 
I met Mr.Pye and asked him if he began on the Prologue,to 
wonich he said No,but added, I will set about it immediately. 

He then said I have seen Mr.Xenbie since I read the play 
and find that in consequence of it I must lower my tone a 
Little with regard to the Prologue,for that opinion is strangely 
dispersed as to the belief of ye papers being genuine. To 
which I repiied,I did not conceive Mr.Kemble could know anything 
to do with it.He,Mr.Pye was the best judge of what he had read 
and that regardless of Mr.%'s or nublis opinion I hoped he 
would proceed as he originally intended ~- and thus we parted. 


ay 
Be 
=) 
a 


sceived the Prologue = but thinking it of too dubious 

1d expressing more doubts and inviting too severe 

- if not ye damnation of the Play - I took eo0nsia5 

on 27.Jan.y to call on Mr.Pye at the Police Office in Queen's 

square,Westminster,to give him my opinion, and to express my 
astonishment at his having sent it to Mr.Kemble - to which he 

replied that he had a wish to een on terms with Mr.Kemble, 

as he had a play then writing on the subject of Henry 2nd. 

which he wished to have brought out at i: ury Lane = Having 

complained to in,Pye of this conduct,he replied I will make 

any alteration ¥6u wish ~ I then pointed eit ye exceptionable 

pass Pere and left it with hin - 

On 4th .Fobty he called at my house and left it in the state 
it is inpp.%9¥and with it ye note p.4i= T called on him again 
in a few days and urged him further to make an alteration,which 
was done as p.gsiand with some additional lines in my own hand- 
writing = still not approving of it,I determined once more to 
apply to him for such lines as might have been suggested on 


roading anes Play,to this he objected and seemed desirous of 
declining any further alterations,saying that I might either 


CE 
use the lines or not,and that if I rejected them he sho uld 
feel no offence. Thus we parted and I heard no more of ye 
matter till meeting him in Bond St.about ye 2ND.March he told 
me he had put the Prolorcus to one of ye Monthly public ae = 
There it appeared and was afterwards copied into ye Oracle of 
March 7th. 


Mr.Pye presents his Comp'ts.to Mr.Ireland and transmits him 
a copy of the Prologue he has written for Vortigern. 
Police Office Queen's Square. Jane 23.Friday 


PROLOGUE INTENDED FOR VORTIGERN 
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PROLOGUE INTENDED FOR VORTIGERN. 


The cause with learned litigation fraught 
Behold at length to this tribunal brought 
No fraud your penetrating eyes can cheat 
Wone hers can Shakespeare's writing counterfeit 
Ae well the base unlustrous taper's ray 
May try to emulats the orb of days 
As modern bards whom venal hopes inspire 
Can catch the blaze of his celestial rire 
If in our scenes your eyes delighted find 
- Marks that denote the Mighty Master's mind 
) If at his words the tearsof pity flow 
| Your breasts with horror fill,with rapture glow 
Demand no other proof,your souls will feel 
The stamp of nature's uncontested Seal 
But if these proofs should fail,If in the strain 
You seer thehDrema's awful sire in vain 
Though critics,antiquaries,heralds join 
To give their fiat to sach doubtful line 
Believe them not -Tho'to the nicest eye 
The coiner imitates the royal dye 
The Touchstone soon the error shall unfold 
Nor let base metal pass for sterling gold- 
Tis cause then in the last resort you try 
From your own tribunal no appeal can lie 
) We seek no subterfuge of legal art 
Read but the laws of nature in the heart 
Consult that code from partial favor free 
And give as that decides your just decreée 


— ee 


MrePye presents his Comp'ts.to MrMIreland and as he had not 
he pleasure of seeing him yesterday,imagines there has been 
some mistake = MrePye will be engaged at the Office tommorrow ~- 
from eleven till two,during which time he will be happy to see 
Mr.eIreland there. 

The Prologue has been sentvto Mr.Kemble who approves it and 
has sent me a very obliging letter on the subdjecte 

Jane 26.1796. 


Mr.Pye presents his Compliments to Mr.Ireland and has brought 
him the Prologue altered as he hopes to meet his idea,tho' he 
confesses the original was more comformable with his own,and 
as he thinks less likely to draw down the fire of the Theatre. 
Mr.Pye wishes to hear from Mr.Ireland as to his’opinion 
to-morrow? 
Fob.421796~6 


PROLOGUE INTENDED FOR VORTIGERN WRITTEN BY HENRY JAMES PYE.P.Le 


le.rned investigation 
ation 


The cause with learned litigation fraught 
Behold at length to this hal brought 


No fraud¢your penetrating eye can cheat 
None here cah Shakespeare's writing counterBeit 
Ae well the taper's base unlustrous ray 
Might ey strive to emulate the orb O1 day 
As modern bards whom venal hopes inspire 
one spark 
Can catch éhe biase of his celestial fire 
If in our Scenes your eyes delighted find 
Marks that denote the mighty Master's mind 
If at his words,the tears of pity flow 
Your breasts with horror fill with rapturesglow 
If on your harrowed souls impressed you feel 


The stamp of nature's uncontested seal 
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Demand no other proof = nor idly pore 
O'ter mouldy Manuscripts of ancient lore, 
To see if every tawny line display 
The genuine ink of famed Eliza's day - 
curious industry 
Nor strive with watan anatety to know 
How Poets spelt two centuries ago - 
But if these proofs should fail;if in the strain 
You seek the Drama's awful Sire in vain 
Yet in our ancient legend should you trace 
humbler 
Truth's genuine features,tho' of meaner grace 
Gondemn not rashly ~- O'er the forest glads 
Tho' the oak spread no patriarchal shade 
Yet may a shrub of no unlovely green 
With vivid foliage deck the sylvan scene 
Some tuneful notes the vocal woodlands fill 
And soothe the ear tho' Philomel be still - 
Then each extraneous matter laid aside 
By it's own merits be our drama tried 
author's name Forget the prejudice of 
Forget the herald's and the critics art of rigid art 
To read the code of nature in the heart; 
Consult her laws from partial favor free 
And give as they decide your just decree." 


If the child's strong and hearty why enquire 
With such anxiety about it's sire? 
Or if you'll not admit it's father's claim 
Rear it'neath it's foster-father's name 
Lest pretty names hard fate should him befall 


And critics vote him no one's son at all 


Forget thecprejudice of frigid art 

To read the code of nature in the heart 

Consult her laws from partial favor free : 
And give as they decide your just decree. 


MrePye presents his Compliments to Mr.Ireland and is very much 
obliged to him for securing a box for him on the first represen? ati oi 
tation of Vortigern.He would have thanked him in person, but he 

has been particularly engaged this week. 

Pobice Office Queen Square. Thursday March 20.1796. 


MrePye presents his Compliments to Mr.Ireland and begs leave to 
mention to him that in one of SCumberland's Observe.'s,there is a 
supposed newspaper criticism on Othello or the idea of its being row 
now first brought forward. Mr.P.thinks it might not be amiss,if 
Hp.ibebantdvbaldogdtpatodpserted..in.some ofthe prints of -theeday 
Mr.eIreland would get it inserted in some of the prints of the day, 
as it would be good parody on the candid critiehsm on Vortigern. 

Mr.P. does not recollect the number,but it. wils easily be found 
by the index.- How many Persons were there in the Theatre that 
night who without being led,could distinguish between the merits 
of King Lear and Tom Thumb.? 

April 24.1796. 
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Let us (suppose) for a moment that Shakespeare was now an untried 
poet,and opened his career with one of his best plays. The next 
morning usher into the World the followins,or something like the 
following - Critique:. Last night was presented for the first 
time a Tragedy called Othello,or The Moor of Venice,advowedly 
the production of Mr.William Skakespeare,the actor. ) 

This gentleman's reputation in his profession is of the medi- 
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ocre sort,and we predict that his present Tragedy will not add 
much to it in any way - Medioccribus esse poetis = the reader can 
supply the rest - verb.sap - As we profess ourselves to be friendly 
to the players in general,we shall reserve our fuller critique of 
this piece till after its third night;for we hold it very stuff of 
the conscience, (to use Mr.Shakespeare's own Words) not to war against 
the poor 's purse;thorgh we might apply the author's quaint conceit 
to himself = Who steals his purse steals trash,'tis something, 
nothing.- In this Jast reply we agree with Mr.Shakespeare that ‘tis 
nothing,and our philosophy tells us ex nihilo nihie fit - 

For the plot of thir tragedy the most we can say is,that it is 
certainly of the muving sort,for it is here and there and every- 
where,a kind of theatrical hocus-pocus = a creature of the pyeebald 
preed,like Jacob's muttons, between a black ram and 4& white ewe - 

‘It brought to our minds the children's game of "I love my love Ww: 
with an A "=j with this difference only,that the young lady in this 
play loves her love with a B,because he is black - Risum teneatis? 

There is one -ago,a bloody-mind Tellow who stabs men in the 

dark berind their backs;now this is a thing we hold to be most vice 
and ever=-to-be- abhorred. Othello emothers his white wife in bed; 
our reacsers may think this a shabby kind of an action for a Geheral 
of his high calling, but we 
lo 


beg leave to observe tnat it shews some 
spirit at least in Othel to attack the enemy in her strong quar=- 


ident of a pocket-handkerchietl, which 

stily,and we wers rather sorry that 
his lady could not produce it,as we might then have seen one hand- 
kerchief at least employed in the Tragedy.There were some vernacular 
‘phrases vhich caught our sar,such as where the black Damns his wife 
twice in a breath - "Oh Damn her, Damn her.- which we thought saul 
voured more of the language spoken at the door of the Theatre, but 
when we recollect that the author,used to amuse a leisure hour, 
with calling up gentlemen’s coaches after the Play was over, before 
he was promoted to take a part in it,we could readily account for 
old habits - Tho' we have seen many gentlemen and Isdies kill them- 
selves on the stace,yet we must give the author credit for the new 
way in wich his here here puts himself out of the world. 

Othello having smothered his wife and being taken up by the Officer] 

of the State,prepares to dispatch himself and escape from the hands 
of justice.lo bring this ab »ne begins a story about his killing 
a man in Alleppo,which he illustrates par example by stabbing 
himself,and so winds up his story 1 ive in the same moment. 

The Author made his appearance i @ person of one Brabantis 
an old man who makes his first entry from & window,this occasioned 
some risibility in the audience. The part is of an inferior kind, 
and Mr.Shakespeare was more indebted to the exertions of his 
pretheren than to his own for carrying his play through. 

Upon the whole we do not think the passion of jealousy on which 
the plot turns,so proper Yor Tragedy,as Comedy and we would recom- 
mend to the author,if his piece survives its nine nights,to cut 
it down to a farce and serve it up to the public Cam mica satis in 
that shape. After this specimen of Mr.Willianm Shakespeare's tragic 
powerg,we cannot encourage him to pursue his attemps upon Melpomene, 
.for there is a good old proverb,which we would advise him to bear 
in mind = Ne sutor ultra crepidam - If he applies to his friend Ben, 
he will turn it into English 


ters at once. There was an inc 
Othello called out for most lu 


r+] [+> 


for him. 
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BUIGESS - Te Fro logue lo Vorl verre . 10l 
PROLOGUE TO VORTIGERN BY SIR J.B.BURGESSS 


This was ye first written prologue =- ye following is with giterations 


(This is identical with the end written EN Aa which follows after, 
until the Sisteline is reached and from ther it eee as follows) 
Geiie 
As different our attempt,s ay a fate 
Far different on this ents peri formance wait 
From deep oblivion snatched a Play appears 


It claims respect since Shakes speare's name *t bea.ws 
We agk no mor e, with you the judgement lies 

No forgeri as Hee! ad aha) piercing eyes 

Unbiassed then pronounce your dread decrees 

Alike from Smudioe — favour free 

If no off fuigemt Spa rk of heavenl Vv fire 

No raycdivine the languid scene inspire 


. ¥ . ry +" 24 TT A + 
If no: internal proofs denote its worth 
And trac from Avon's banks its happier birth 
With jue t liscard 


be 
e 1 
j3t disdain the dull att 
xf fe) 
t 


cate the glory of. your Bard 
Tf then the ordeal passed,you chance to find 
Rich sterling ore,tho' rude and unrefined 
Stamp it your own,assert your Poot's fame 
And add fresh wreaths to Shakespeare's honoured namé. 


er en eR a 


2nd. PROLOGUE TO VORTIGERN BY SIR J.B.BURGESS. anc as it was 
Q 


spoken. 
No common cause your verdict now demands, 
Before the Court immortal cea oes stands. 
That Mighty Master of the human soul, 


Who rules the passions 9 arid wien strong control 
Through every turning of the changeful- heart 

Directs his course sublims,and lends hie powerful art 
When on his birth prop itious nature ee 

And hung transported on her favorite child, 

While on his head her choicest gifts she showered, 
Ané o'er his mind d her aa on poured 

"Proceed" sl.e cried,"the high degree fulfill. 
®*'?Tis thine to rule with epee sway tho Will 

"On Fancy's wing to stretch oter boundless space 
"And all creations varied works to trace, 

"'Tis thine each flitting phantom to pursue 

"Each hidden power of Verse to bring to view 

"To shed o'er British taste cel estial day 

"and reign o'er genius with unrivalled sony" 

Such was the high behest the BaOve choice 

Long has beén sanctioned by your cand 


The favored relics of your Shakes 
Unrivalled,and Inimitable stand. 

If hope of fame some modern bards has led 

To try the path whmpe Shakespeare wont to trad 


If? with presumption's wing they dared aspire 

To catch some portion of his sacred fire 

Your critic powers the vain attempt repelied 

The flimsy vapour by your breath dispelled 

Exposed the trembling culprit to your singe ce 

While Shakespeare's radience shone with double light. 


As-diffevent—ouv-atiompi—se-may-a-Fate 
Faz-different-en-this-nightis-pexvfermance-wais 
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From deep oblivion snatched the Play appears 

Tt claims respect since Shakespeare's nare it bears 
That name,the source of wonder and delight 
To a fair hearing has at least a right 

We ask no more with you the judgement lies, 
Wo forgeries escape your piercing eyes 
Unbiassed then pronounce your dread decree 
Alike from prejudice and favor free. 

If the fierce ordeal past,you chance to find 
Rich sterling ore,though rude and unrefined 
Stamp it your own,assert your Poet's fame 
And afd fresh wreathe to: Shakespeare's honored name. 


<> 


PROLOGUE TO. VORTIGERN BY Mr. WEBB 


How hard the Task,on this important night, 

With expecvatiocn big,to steer aright. 

For while we think our Polarestear is clear 

Some clouds may over-cast our Hemisphere. 
Bshold.With trembling hand,we to the store 

Of sacrad Shakespeare,ac. one jewel mor 

Which time ‘tis said concealed in his own mine, 
But yeilds it now before your eyes to shine-=- 

By light which Shakespeare! s other gems display 
Judge of its splendour and its genuine ray 

Judge by unerring nature by whose law 

Gems still are gems,although they bear a flaw 

Nor for some faults reject the new-found store 
Some dross is mixed with Shakespeare's richest ore 
Assay it - let it pass the ordeal flame 

Reject = or stamp it with great Shakespeare's name 
Pass it for current-or if base, Cone Ten 

The vicious mass to dark oblivion! s mine 

What Counterfeit dare make the rash essay 

To imitate this gem of matchless ray? 

Vain were th'attempt to rival Shakespeare's fame 
Inpious the fraud to arrogate his name 

On his broad pinions with sunedaring sye 

He takes his eagle.flight and mounts the Sky 
Exulting,leaves all other Bards below 

His strength to vindicate, theircweakness shew. 

Yet still the Chiid of nature you may trace 

Deck't with her simple charms and artless grace 
she gave him Genius,and ordained him Laws 

She stampt his Soul and made him what he was 

If then,this night,as Master of his art 

He rouse each soft emotion of the heart 

If while ye view these scenes,your breasts are fired 
Roused by his Genius,by his Muse inspired 

If horror chill you, if you shake with fear 

If from your eyes brrats forth th'unconscious tear 
Then judge by Nature of the Master's hand 

Who thus your various passions can command 

Decide alone by her unerring laws 

Give or withhold your sanction and applause. 
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EPILOGUE TO THE TRAGEDY OF VORTIGERN BY Mr.R. MERRY 
TO BE SPOKEN BY Mrs. JORDAN. 


From earliest ages to the present day 

‘Péets would write and critics have their sway, 
‘Those gained,while Living, but a scanty praise 

|For these, delinnted to revile the lays 

‘Yet soon as Time o'er death Victorious, cam 

To weigh the Merit,and to grant the fame 

He called the True Bard from oblivious night 

(And bore him on his Fagle-pinions flight 

Chas'd with his brightening bieath Detraction's gloom 
And as he passed drop'd laurels on the temb 

Shall then at length irreverent Doubt prevail 

And dare your favorites Shakespeare to assail 

keject each proof that candour may “gupply 

And what it cannot controvert ;-deny 

While none from censure's blast his flowers shall save 
|' Posthumous flowers,the Garland of the Grave? 

|Ahe had Elizabeth,Illustrious Gueen. 

His distant peril in perspective seen 

| She would have issued forth in solemn state 

To shield his memory from the threats of Fate 

In ruff bedight,in stiffest robes arrayed 

| Have frowned,perchancs have mati and thus have saide- 
“How. Shall our Willie,nature's happiest Birtt 

"Who traced the source of woe,the springs of Wirth, 
"Whe claim'd our lib'ral Leve, nor claim'd in vain 
"Who was the glory of our glorious reign 

"Shall he in future be degraded,He? 

"We will not suffer it,Posterity". 

Oh,may the Royal mandate be revered 

And justive triumph now and truth oe clear'd 

‘For thot in dress perkaps,as here around 

I cast my éyes,sone differences may be found 
Between her times and ours,tho'the long raist 
Yeilds to the Grecian moré Voluptuous taste, 

While circling braids the cpbhous tresses bind, 

And the bare neck is beautiful behind. 

Tho' courtly maids less frequently repair 

To work for years at one eternal chair, * 

Freed from the countenance demure;they smile 

And punt at Faro in a dashing style: a 
Tho' Senators and Peers no longer show 

Like men in armour,glist'ning in a row; 

Tho' for the cloak and flowirg wig,we note 

The close-crop'd head,and little short Great coat; 
Yet 46 the modern Briton still the ssa ame, 
Kager to cherish,and averse to blame, 

Foe to deception,ready to defend 

A kind protector,and a gen'rous friend. 
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Pid. EPILOGUE TO VORTIGFRN SPOKEN BY Mrs. JORDAN 


BY Mr.MERRY 


Yo solemn Critics wheresoere your seated, 

To grant a favor may you be entreated? , 
For which I'll pay you proper adoration 

And strive: to please you;~ that is my vucations 
Then do not frown, but give due share of praise 
Nor rend from Shakespeare's tomb,the sacred bays. 
The scattered flowers he left, beni gnly Saves 
Posthumous flowers.the Garland of the Grave. 
What tho' he lived two hundred years ago; 

He knew you ver Beet I wit.1 -shew: 

His pencil sketched you ra that seldom érrs; 
You're all,what'eer you. think,his characcprs. 
Howf= Do you doubt it? Cast your eye 1S around 
Zn every corner of this house they're found. 
Observe the jolly Grazier in the pit, 

Why, he is Faletaff,fat,& fullof wit;- 

In fun & feasting places his delight 

And with his Dolly emulates the Knight. 

Look at that youth whose countenance of woe 
Denotes a tender-hearted Romeo; 

He only wishes, tho’ he dare not speak, 

ITo be a glove , to touch his Juliet's chee oe) 
While she,from yonder terrace smiles seren id 
And longs with him to play the garden scens. 
But O. I tremble now, there sits a man, 

Rugged & rough, a very Caliban. 

He growls out his displeasure~ 'tis a shame. 
Do,dear Miranda make the monster tame. 

And you, my pretty Beatrice, don't fret, 

Your Benedick is fond of a Coquette: 

For tho' he vows hetll think no mcre about you, 
He neans to marry - he can't live without you. 
Kind faithful Imczgens are here, to charm us, 
Mad Edgars, ancient Pistols, to alarm us 

And Hotspurs too, who ssek the gloricus boon 
‘To pluck bright honor from the pale-faced moon’ 
Besides, we have our Touchstones, Shylocks, dire 
i\Iagos false,& many a shallow squire 

Nay, there are ladies, who in there own house 
‘Are Desdemonas, plagued with jealous sates io 4 
‘Tis true there is some change I must confe 


The Ruffs are gone,*« the long femals waist 
Yields to the Grecian more voluptuous taste 
While circling braids the copious tresses bind 
And the bare neck spreads beautiful eae 
Our Senators & Peers, no longer go 

Like men in armour, glittering in a row 

| But, for the cloak ,% pointed beard, we note 
The close-cropt head, and little short Great Coat 
Yet is the Modern Briton still the same 

|Eager to cherish, and averse to blame. 

Foe to deception , ready to defend, 

A kind Protector, * a sen'rous friend - 
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Fpnrloque iP Vorlrvern 


EPILOGUE FOR VORTIGERN 


This 9705 Grol U5. 
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Escap'd the battles rage, the hostile Foe, 
Once more I visit ye in Statu Quo. 

Your high behests, ambi tions to: POLLLA 

‘And in an Epilogue, exert my skill 

For Epilogues you claim as 'twere by Uharter 
And who shall dare that claim eway to barter? 
Not I in sooth for cherished by this court 
‘Boldly its privilege will I support 

iNor suffer an infringement on those laws 
Which have been sanct*oned with your kind applause- 
The timid hare that from the hunter flies 

And in some lonely covert droops % dies 

Not more susceptible je she,of fear, 

Than I ,a Buskin'd her oine to appear 

lFor the rash enterpriz? condemn me not, 

On my Eschuteheon, tho! it cast a blot. 

Since woman-like, I was resolved to know 


m 


> 


How far the power of my Art vould go. 

If in your hearts an Interest I have found 
If with success may effort should be crown'd 
Your suffraze rend er where alone ‘tis just - 
To Shakespeare's 3 Manes, he whose wacred dust 
| With zeal enthieice stic fir'd my breast 

And very anxious fear at once repress'd - 
Sweet Bard of Avon, borme to grace our isle 
Fruitful of genius as the oor flowing Ni 
To whose inventive power no bonds were set 
For like the World's expanse —- 'twaa infin 
And as a beam of Sol 's yefulgent Light 
Dispells the murky shsedows of the night 

So ha, our Sun of ep wledge unconfin'd 
With truths. Inspired truths. i1lum'd man-kind 
Untrod by him the mazes of the schoois 

His genius soar'd beyond pedantic rules 

From Nature's volumn he his lesson took 

Nature a monitor he ne'ar forsook - 

For at his birth, she by her magic art 

-In bonds of Amity ,secur'd his heart 

The Mariner inur'td the storm to brave 

Who death encounters in each boistrous wave 

When attverse winds his shallow bark assail 

And danger threaten with each threat'ning gale 
Let but of hope,ons cheering ray appear 

Hush'd is each murmur,and dispelled each Lear 
With hone inspired in honour'd Shakespeare ' Ss name 
Thus we for Vortigern,protection ciaim 

Your xind applause to us will ever proves 

A certain pressgge of ysur fostring love. 
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WARREN HASTINGS. 


Governor-General of British India, 


[Masquerier. 


1774-1785. 


Thive Wes d John Bacon, R.A. 1740-1799 - but tl Was farohably 


J itor (mor rh) Asal ue] O1S 21 el ORAS finliguary | 


4 John Boacen L5G. lwel 2t (Ke Mhonw (fruse Barnel FY ran wn IVG6. 


Bacon, Marruew, Esq. of the Middle 
Temple. . 


On Leases and Terms for Years, roy. 8vo 1798 — 
Gwillim’s Abridgment of the Law, corrected with 
e€onsiderable additions, 5th ed. 7 v. 8vo. 1798. 
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What says Dr.Parr to all this? Will he do as he promised?. 


IT am sorry indeed that Vort.is announced for publication. 
That play is teur Mill-Stone, I said so from the first. 


Toslerepl Vist Webh< (eller Aalek FApret i796. FeWe aye 162-A new 
wv ler. 2n Cheve ‘ 
Hil 


April.1796. About ye 19th.of this month, Sam told us that the 
Gentleman had sent Mr.Palmer a £10 note for a ticket for his. 
benefit,in consequence of his good wishes - and intentions to 
appear in and to serve the representation of Vortigern - A few 
days after Mr.ePalmer's Benefit I called on him to ask if such 
a circumstance had occurred,to which he said,I know of no such 
thing - to my list of old friends I am sorry to say I had no 
such addition. Sam likewise took a ticket for Nr.Byne for 
Bensley's Benefit,as fer ye Gentleman,for which he was to pay 
a guinea - which I find has never been paid. 

MreePowell was likewise to receive a handsome present for 
her great exertions in the play of Vortigern but nothing has 
yet been received. 


FIRST GOMMITTEE. April 14.1796. 


A meeting of gentlemen for the purpose of taking into cone 
sideration the obloquy under which Mr.Ireland labors in conse- 
guence of his publication of the Shakespeare MSS.,are desirous 
of knowing whether the Gentlemam from whom Mr.Samuel Ireland 
received the said MSS.= be disposed to lend his assistance to= 
wards rescuing them from the state of doubt in which they now 
stand with the public =~ 


GOPY OF LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE GENTLEMAN. 


NAMES OF THE COMMITTEE. APRIL i4th.1796. - 
Mr. Bacon MreAeWallis 
i Sir James Bland Burgess MreWyatt 
I Mr.Franklyn MreHastings 
| Mr. Newton MreLewin 
Mr. Townsend.Her'doll. Cap'5 Baillie 
Hon. Mr.Byng Rev'd Mr.Douglas 
| MreCOeLewis, Grays Inn MreSkinner,39 Devonshire St. 
le Mr. A.Bush MreCaley 
Mr. Hewlett | Mr -Biggin,Mr.Thomas' friend 
Mr.Thomas, Norfolk St. MreMoore, Stamford St. 
MreMoore, Adelphi Mr.eWarburton,Chap.to Archb.Canterbury 
Mre Parnell Mr.Welbank 
Meeleprue abp-Leaae-Hoape 
mBehavries- aBgaBQa 
Meek¥e Wve nvskine- 
=B8eGQRS BeeValnoxy. 
UeedskinsenygHevalds-Coki. Lovd-Varwiek 
Byuke-Gl-Nesteik 


Hen'y 1 and 2.a MS. of MrWarburton,Semerset Herald 


Rev'd H.S.Cruwys. Cruwys Marchant,Devon near Tiverton.Netes of 
hand. 
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Doves, Francis, Esq. F.A.S, and late 
Keeper of the MSS. in the British Mu- 
seum. He has contributed several papers 
to the Archeologia, and is the author of: 
Illustrations of Shakspeare and of ancient manners, 
2 v. Bv0. 1807- 


23. In her 84th year, Mrs. Douce, of 


Lamb’s Conduit tireet, widow of Francis 
; 1} iL 1 fee ¢ 
D. efg. who died in: April laft (fee p. 353). 


2 Francis Douce, efq. of Gray’s-inn, ta 
Mrs. Price, widow of Rev. Henry P. fate of 
Bellevue, in Ireland. 
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43. Ilinjirations of Shak{peare, and of an- 
tient Manners; wrth Differtations on 
the Clowns and Fools of Shak{peare; ‘on 
the Collection of popular Tales tntituled 
Gefta Romanorum; and on the Englith 
Morris Dance. By Francis Douce. The 
Engravings on Wood by J. Berryman. 
2 vols. large vo. Longman: | 1807. 
IF any proof were required of the ef- 

4imation in which the Plays ef Shak- 

fpeare are held by the Publick, it might 
be obtained through the medinm of 
his Commentators, who are numerous 
beyond comparifon, except in the fin- 
gle inflance of the Holy Scriptures. 

Perhaps no fubject frequently dilated 

oa has produced fo little advantage as 


of Shakfpeare’s text. Blun- 
™ > mifapprehenfions, with filly 


fugge sie 3, conttitute the majority of 
plerm aM vy in the aggregate. Fully 
fides. | aNC of the truth of this unfortu- 
troduck an 


nftance, 2nd anxious to ob= 
information, the Literary 
: led to hail the appearance 
tatioms vy iliuftration, without al- 


ae if t ee leringz whether the Author 
chance t@Y ...° to the talk of explaining 
Te ae. ¢ ] 5 3 

times t oe \ ds; remote eultoms and 
ping-'n i ce the \ xe ie province 
and for pum y, and net that 
other die senor er yoth fentences, 
the wro surely cial obfervation of 
Mr. ktpeare ge; neither of the 
nd fre 2n, who, wedded to the 


what Mimay be 3; thinks bis native lau- 
mean tojtion 4'- tudy or ufe beyond ex- 


2) 
AE ses 
e great pinmon wants of life. 
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opinion, | 


vpaecd + rampilete rs ie 

when anp | Seon complete know 
way be ment ;g UElith tongue in the 
indeed taPe**"_..2 Henry Vill, and 
ption. of the 
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becaufe Pratl wae 
contempt, anks of igor’ 
Steevens \ crise of 84 
de(pifed vy al 
a circum 
forgotten. 

‘© With 
furdly den 
the tdfte vy 
times for t 
true fchola 
are found 
ply to the h ; 
farcafms of the forr, {fo ably defended: by 
xs, that no,octher ape- 
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thofe who may eleé& 
whele of, tl $0 be s kind/of labour feems 
its value. ualig an with regard to. the 


countryme Re jp ,2e writer. But as ne 
ftores of { ®! leggrhaps ever thought, or 
long and tens to pak, Limfelf incompe- 
to be rej’ *Ma/;,¢ umed of inkruGing or 
ina part] Prefen odhay be as well, on the 

a iors alhea TE: 5 ; and 
tim enmon® wave altogether fucks 
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2 1 to ftate that accident 
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ea Plied ,, ages, and that defien 
teritey aes alr the The late Mr. Stevens 
ait ep by at too mane ehs for 
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dra elidhed ; fe? opportunity, been ac- 
defy. 20d op. '3, fome of them with- 
: SP tj “rs it ig hoped, rendered 
pict, ONable 

Refides this eriticium, the Auuior M- 
troduces a’ particular and diferimiuative 
notice of the characler of each Clown 
or Fool at the end of the playin which 
they appear, as thole perfonages are 
fometimes of confiderable importance 
in the plot. He farther obferves, 

“The differtations which accompany 
this work will, it is hoped, not be found 
mifplaced, nor altogether uninterefting. 
The fubje& of the firft of them, though 
often introduced into former notes on the 
Plays of Shakfpeare and other Dramatic 
Writers, had been but partially and im- 
perfeétly illuftrated, jy 


7% 


The Gefia Romano- 
rum, to which The Merchant of Venice 
has been fo much indebted for the con- 
ftruétion of its ftory, had, itis true, been 
already differted on’ by Mr. Warton with 
his accuftomed elegance; but it will be 
found that he had by no means exhaufted 
the fubjeét. The Morrzs dance, fo fre- 
guently alluded to in our old plays, 
feemed to require and deferve additional 
refearches,” 

Mr. Douce next exprefles a with 
that future Editors may not attempt 
conjeGural amendments of Shak{peare’s 
text, except when the error ts really ty- 
pographical ; this with is fupported by 
citing the notes on Milton by Dr. 
‘Bentley,, which fully demontirate the 
folly of good {cholars, without the 
gualifieations we have already pointed 
out, undertaking to explain obfolete 
words, and paflages obfeured by the 
changes of the, Englifh language a- 
lone... He queries whether, in the 
above cafe, it would not be beuer to 
concentrate all that has beeu faid on 
particular paffages, “or even to Te- 
duce it toa new form, to, be referred 
to whenever neceflary. Although the 
AriG& reftitution of the old orthography 
is not meant to be infilted on, nor 
would indeed accommodate the gene- 
rality of readers, there are, many in- 
Rances in which it fhould be ftated in 

the notes; and fuch will oceur to 

every skilful Editor.” He farther 
thinks that every word or paflage ins 
troduced into Shakfpeare’s text as fub- 
ftitates for the original fhould be 
marked by Italicks, and affigned to 
the Editor to whom they belong, with 
their reafons for the alteration. «The 
mention of variations in the old co- 
pies mutt of courfe be left to an Edi- 
tors diferetion. No difparagement ts 
mesut to the memory or talents of one 
of the greatelt of men, when a proteft 
is here entered againft «* the téxt of Dr. 

Johnfon.”—Mr, Ddauce concludes -his 

well-written and judictous Preface with 

faving, ‘Itis to be regretted that all 
editions of Shakfpeare, as well as of 
other dramatic Writers, have not mars 
ginal references to the ais and fcenes 
of each play. Thofe of Bell and Steck- 
dale are, in this refpect, pre-eminently 
ufeful. The time and trouble that 
would be faved in confultine them 
would be very confiderable,” ¥ 

Mr. Steevens’s laft edition of Shake 

{peare, publifhed by himfelf in 1798, 

in 15 vols. 8vo, was preferred in come 

piling the work now under confideta- 
on, **to which the pages cited refer;” 
but the aéts and {cenes of the plays are 

{pecified, to facilitaie a reference to 

other editions. ~ 1 (To be continued.) 


69. Douce’s Illufiratiens of Shakfpeare. 
(Continued from p. 320; and fee p. 385.) 
THE work commences with the 
Tempeft; in (cene IJ. of which, and 
p- 28, Mr. Douce comments on the 
following line. » 
“‘Art, From the ftill vext Bermoothes.” 


This gentleman feems to think, and 
with great probability, that Shak{peare 
had read, and partly adopted the out- 
Jine of the Tempelt from, the Voyage 
of Sir George Sommers to the Bermu- 
das, and his confequent fhipwreck ; 
the time (1609) had been noticed be- 
fore; but the fhipwreck, the mofl im- 
portant particular, was ttrangely over- 
Jooked. “In 1010, Silvefter Jourdan, 
_an eye-witnefs, publifhed “A Dilco- 
very of the Barmudas, otherwife called 
| the Ifle of Divels: By Sir Themas 
Gates, Sir George Sommers, and Cap- 
tayne Newport; with divers others.” 
“Next followed Strachey’s ‘ Proceed- 
ings of the Englith Colonie in Virgi- 
nia, 1012,” 4to; and fome other pam- 
phlets of lefs moment. 
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3 From ‘thefe 
accounts it appears. that the Bermudas 
had never.been inhabited, but regarded 
as ander the influence of inchantment ; 
though an addition to a-fubfequent 
edition of Jourdan’s work gravely 
fiates that they are not inchanled; that 
Sommers’s fhip had /plit between two 
rocks; that, during his ftay on the 
ifland, feveral con/piracies had taken 
place; and that a fea-monfler, in fhape 
tike a man, had been feen, who had 
been fo called after the mon/frous tem- 
pefis that often happen at Bermuda. 
In Stowe’s Annals we have alfo an ac- 
count of Sommers’s fhipwreck; in 
which this important paflage occurs: 
«*Sir George Sommers, ffMting at the 
fiearne, feeing the thip defpérate of re- 
Niefe, looking every minute when the 
fhip would finke, hee efpied Jand, 
which, according to his and Captaine 
Newport’s opinion, they judged it 
fhould be that dreadfull coait of the 
Bermodes; which ifland were of all 
nations faid and fuppofed to bee #m- 
chanted and inhabited with witches and 
devills, which grew by reafon of ac- 
cuftomed monftrous thunder, ftorm, 
and tempefi, neere unto thofe iflands, 
alfo for that the whole coaft is fo’ 
wonderous dangerous of rockes, that 
few can approach them‘but with un- 
{peakable hazard of fhipwrack.” Now, 
if fome of thefe circumftances in the 
fhipwreck of Sir George Sommers be 
confidered, it may poffibly turn out 
that they are ‘the particular and re- 
cent events which determined Shak- 
{peare to call his play The Tempefé *;” 
inflead. of “The great Tempelt of 
1612,” which has already been fup- 
poted to have fuggefled its name, and 
which might have happened after its 
compolition. If this be the fad, the 
play was written between 1609 and 
1614, when it was fo illiberally and 
invidioufly alluded to in Ben—Jonfon’s 
Bartholomew Fair.” 

To fuch conjeQures as the above, 
founded on evidence almoft conclu- 
five, we heartily affent; and can rea- 
dily imagine the horror which the 
firft witneffing of Tropical forms muft 
have occafioned on minds {0 prone to 
fuperflition as thofe of \ Englifhmen 
were in the reign of James J. when 
every phenomenon of Nature became 
the refult of diabolical intervention in 
the opinions of every rank. of perfons, 
from the peafant to the monarch, who 
wrote in favour of the credibility of 
witchcraft ! 


P. 19. (Scene II. p. 97): 

** Cal. What a py’d ninny’s this? thow 

feurvy patch}? 

Mr. Douce fays, Dr. Johnfon was ine 
clined to transfer this fpeech to Ste- 
phano, as Caliban could not be fup- 
pofed to know any thing of the cof- 
tume of the Royal Jefler. Mr. Mae 
lone obviates the objeGtion ; and Mr. 
D. remarks, that the Monfler fpecifi- 
cally calls Trinculo a fool at the end 
of the play, adding the following ob- 
fervation in p. 30: 

“The charaéter of Trinculo, who ijn 
the Dramatis Perfoneis called a Jefter, is 
not very well difcriminated in the courfe 
of the play itfelf. As he is only affociated 
with Caliban and the drunken Butler, 
there was no opportunity of exhibiting 
him in the legitimate character of a pro- 
feffed Fool; but at the conclufion of the 
play it appears that he was in the fervice 
of the King of Naples as well as Ste- 
phano. On this accouns, therefore, and 
for the réafons already offered in p. 20, 
he muft be regarded as an allowed do- 
meftic buffoon, and fhould be habited on 
the Stage in the ufual manner.” 


Two Gentlemen of Verona, Scene J. 
p. 171: 


‘* Pro. Over the boots? Nay, give me 
not the boots,’ 


The Author illidtlrates the above line 
by fuppofing that the laft fix words al- 
lude to the horrid torture of the boot, 
which James I. had the barbarity to 
order and fee infidied on Dr. Pian, 
who was charged with the pradiice of 
diabolical a&s, and fulpected of caul- 
ing the florms he had met with on his 
return from Denmark. As Shak fpeare 
evidently thought. of this dreadful 
mode of punifhment, it is to be regret 
ted that he did not reprobate ils ule, 
which mutt have had fome effect in 
his energetic language. W e are ob- 
liged to “Mr. Douce, In this inftance, 
for an engraving in wood reprefeniing 
a perfon fuffering in the honts, which 
was copied from Mihus’s MN raais CTI 
minis perfequendi, Paris, 1541, fol. and 
ferves to make us deteli the character 
of a Movwarch who could believe he 
was punishing a fupernaturad agent 
when the poor offender’s legs ‘ were 
crushte and beaten togeather as finall 
as might bee, and the bones and flesh 
fo brufed that the bloud and marrowe 
fpouted forth in great abundance, 
whereby they were made unferviceable 
for ever.’ The boots were uted in 
Scotland fo lately as the clofe of the 
feventeenth century, and are faid to 
have been imported there from Rufsia 
by'a native of the former country. 
That they were one of the engines of 
torture in France is demonftrated. by 
the above book. 

Merry Wives of Windfor, AQ IV. 
Scene If. p. 448: 

“6 Mrs, Ford. 
There are nine fpecimens of the muf- 
fler given in the 76th and 77ib pages ; 
the firtt and third of which are from 
Amman’s Theatrum Mulierum, 1586; 
the fecond is an English female pea- 
fant, from Speed’s Map of England ; 
the fourth is from an old German 
print; and the others from Wergel’s 
Habitus pracip um Populorum, 1577. 
Phe aieuitin and unwholefome chin- 
cloth, iil wed by the Turkish and 
Moorish women, was thought necef- 
fary or fashionable in the time of 
Charles I.; but thofe, and all the va- 
riety of masks,” were greatly difaps 
proved of by noft of ihe Authors sho 
wrote oif drefs. Holme fays, the Devil 
invented them, in his ‘*Academy of 
fArimory.” 

P. gi. ‘The late Dr. Boucher,” 
should be Afr. Boucher. 

(To Le concluded in our next.) 


and her muffler too.” 


* See Malone’s Shakfpeare, vol, I. part 
I. p. 379. 
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SECOND COMMITTEEE APRIL 23rd.Saturday (1796) 


| 1 Mr.Bacon 14 Mr.Parnell 
2 Mr.eByng 15 Mr.Wyatt 
5S Sir Jas.Burgess 16 Mr.Heaviside 
4 Mr.Franklyn 17 Mr.Turten  # 
5 MreNewton 18 Mr.A.Wallis 
| 6 MreLewis 19 Mr.Herriot » 
| 7 Mr.Thomas, Norfolk St. 20 Mr.Sabine + 
| 8 Mr.Bigein 21 Mr.Matthew of Guards < 
9 Mr.Skinner 22 MreCockburn 
| 10 Mr. Bush 23 MreTaylor 4 
11 Capt.Baillie 24 Rev'd Mr.Warburton 
12 Mr.eCaley 25 Mr,.Giffard a The Names CYossed ok 
| 13 Mr.Moore, Stamford St. £6 MreHewlett‘ He So healtorilhin CK, 
UxeMooregAdedpha Une Wy Hestines ible hake head | 
dae Deu3ce-— Yp,Galdecott 
veLewen- MrePye ~ * 
S2e2-isaee-Hseard BBeHE2hEe - | 
oHxveReavas Rev.Mr.Douglas | 
Mr.Dent * Dr.Valpy x 
Mr. Potter 


| The Gentlemen are to be informed where the papers came from, the 
| GentlemanVs name,to whom they belonged,and whe discovered by, 

| and in what place and manner. 

| The Schedule of, those which remain behind is in my Father's 
| possession which he. may shew and will likewise be accounted for 
DY Me . 

" WH. IRELAND April 19th. 1796. 


The above was read by me in ye presence of my Son to the Gentle- 
men of the Committee each of the three preceding days that they met. 
| Turn back to ye Schedule p.161 (The page in this copy is 77. G.H.L) 


| Sir Isaac Heard presents his respectful Compliments to the 

| Gentlemen of the Committee at Mr.Ireland's would have waited on 
them this day;but his health really does not permit him that 
gratification. . 


College of Arms. April 1796 


April 23rd.1796. 


The Committe &c.request the favor of the Gentlemam to whom 
they have been referred by Mr.Samuel Ireland as the person from 
| whom he received the Shakespeare MSS. = to inspect the enclosed 
| list of persons who have been considered by the Committee as proper 
to receive any communication which he may have to make respecting 
them,and to impart it to the Committeesand they have further to 


request he will be pleased to return the list with the omission of 
such names as he may judge proper. 
| 1  Deof Norfolk 10 Rt.Hon.Mr.Fox 
2 .Deof Leeds X _ 11 Rt.Hon.W. Wyndham 
| 3 Earl of Warwick X | 12 Rt.Hon.Ghas.Greville 
|} 4 | Earl Radnor 13 Sir Rich'd Heron 
5 | Earl of Leicester X 14 Gen.Fitzpatrick. M.P. 
6 | Karl Moira 15 Hon.Mr.Erskine. MP. 
ig Bishop of Salisbury 16 Mr.eHawkins Brown. M.P. 
8 | Bishop of Landaff 17 Mr.eArthur Pigott 
|9 The Speaker 18 Mr.Wm.Grant. M.P. 
| Rt.~Hon.Mr.Dundas Mr.Jos'h Wyndham 
eae GRayan-OQvde 21 Mr.Wm.Faukener 
Siv-Umelcets Siv-JoseBanks 
Reyld-UreGvacherode- sRePOReHaad ines 
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SAMUEL IRELAND. 


Monday 25theApril (1796 ) 
Dear Sir, 


When I parted from you yesterday,I felt a very dif- ; 
L 


Py w J 


“erent opinion from the majority of the stine— FP : 
It may be wished that two persons meeting. For altho 


tures should visit the Gentleman, 
I must think to all such applications, you will either receive 
no answer or else a decided negative.- 
Most of these High Gentlemen have either been indifferent to 
to,or professed Scoffers of the MSS. Whatever then more is to 
be done = to the advantage of the MSS.=- can only be done by 
your old Friendss= and by two of them - at last - will the ! 
Gentleman be seen.= i 
he Repetition of your Meetings will draw together,=-Spies 
Enemies = and others from Guriosity - It certainly might do : 
good = if two Dukes = or two Statesmen,would take the matter 
in hand: But they will not. 

Being obliged to leave Town, tomorrow for some few days - I 
write this - and to excuse myself from Tuesday's attendance -« 
of which pray write to me an account.~ to . 

. Sun Inn, Biggleswade, Berks. 

You Know and believe my constancy But listen not to all the 
new comers. Wére I thought worthy of being one of the Embassy 
(when the Nobility and Literati shall have declined) I would 
return to Town,upon the Spur.- 

Your Son,whom I dined,with yesterday again told me - that. 
ft should recognise the Gentleman = at the first Sight «. = 
Wishing success,i ar yours J.B. 
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Mr.Bacon Ure Potter 
Sir J,Burgess 16 Mr.Sabine “ 
Mr.Byn¢e MreHerriot 
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fr.Franklyn 

ir. Newton 
freMoore, Adelphi 
Mr. Hastings 
MreLewis 

Mr. Thomas 

6 Mr.eBiggzin 
7 Mr. Skinner 
8 Mr. Bush 
9 
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Mr.Lewin 
O Capt.Baillie 
Rev. Mr.Douglas 
Rev. lire Warburton 
11 MreMoore, Stamford St. 
12 MreCayley 
153 Mr.Parnell 
14 Mr.Wyatt 
15 Mr.Wallis 
Mr.eDent 


Li? 


¥r.Giffard 
Mr. Pearce 
Mr.Taylor 
Mr.Dinwiddy * nh 
Mre Hewlett vs bes 
Mr. Heaviside L 
Dr. Valpy 

Sir Isaac Heard = 
Mr. Matthew 

Mr.eArnold ; 

P.Aston Curzon, M.P. | 
Dr. lowers 
Mr.Bingley 
Mr.Birch 
MreDouce 


The Committee of Gentlemen who first met on the 14th.4pril 


for the purpose of removing from Mr.Ireland and his publication 


a 


& 


of the Shakespeare MSS. the obloquy and state of doubt which a 
have attached to them,have attained the assent of the Gentleman 

to whom Mr.S.Wm.Henry Ireland referred them to receive two gentlesa 
men to be the channel of such confidential communication res- | 
pecting the said MSS. as shall remove from their minds all doubts , 
with regard to their authenticity. 


Mr.Newton's Comp'ts.to MreIreland. The Bishop of Salisbury 
has been pointed out to him as the most probable person to 
axe the trust and he shall be applied to if possible 


under 


h 


aomWallas—Cabfard — (20 
Mae! ie oom wiped “Why of Sales Pury -hefmgers- -Liyng 16 
Walles - - Fran ezllon — Bengley , 


detent Cs Monday — MreN. will call upon Mr.Ireland early next 
WeG@Ke s : 2 


Saturday 7.May 1796. 


; 


MreNewton To MreIreland 
kitebhaee s Comp'ts.to Mr.Ireland « He sends him an extract from 
Mrel ouglas' letter dated Windsor = “ [ immediately communicated 
its contents to my Father,by whom I am desired to say, that howe 
# 2 aye 45 + - y) ‘ 
ever sensible of the honour of the confidence reposed in him by 
one 6 hakespeare Committee, — absence from Town and very infirm 
state of health oblige him to decline actin#® in the business"= be 


We cannot therefore have the assistance of the Bishop of Salisge 
pury. uf 


Wimpole St. 15.May 1796. 


on 
cy 
May 1796. oi 
2, 
Many other applications having been made to several gentlemen, 
ry os 
vizs- The Duke of hey Poti Paine of Leicester,Mr.Faulkener &c.&ee, 
and to no effect,Mr.Chalmers was applied £0 by Mr.Byng,Mr.Faul- 
kener and Mr. Caley, when he with some reluctance accepted the charge 
of receiving ye secret conjointly with Mr.Byng - it was deter- 
mined they should be the two persons to receive the secret - 
but in a few days, understanding that Mr.Bynge was objected to by 
the yi Sa salah my son said because he was on ye Committee and 
besides a sworn friend to the papers and to myself - it was then 
determined to apply to Mr.Wallis - he said he would as a pro- 
fessional man,take the secret to himself,but would not jointly mn 
with any other person have anything to do with it,not being able 
te answer for ‘the se hibelel A any other person, but could for him- on, 


OL 
self,to which my son eagerly assent e and said he would to Mr 


Ce i 
Wallis alone communica te ye secret. Re gordinely he on Whit Tuesday - 
ye 17th elf y,went down to Mr. Wallis - at 1 ye appointed hour,when ) 
he was to reveal ye secret ince Soaebbedthe (if not bring ye Gentleman = 
dewn with him) all that he wa of ye business = I,not being de- ne 
sirous of having it known that: 1 was present (went to Mr.Fran- te 
cillon's opposite to Mr.Wallis's with Mr.F.) and waited at ye first J £961 
floor window to see him come,but principally to see if there was Sey 
any gentleman that I might odie yg his person. ir? 


sam came at the appointed time but no appearance of any gentle- 
man,and only one person that I saute sus spect, and him I begged Mr. 
Francillon's ant might after he came out,follow,which he did, 
and he was found to be an indifferent person - After waiting at 
the window about an hour after ne went out,Sam came from Mr.Wallis- 


G2 
43) 
® 
bond 

2 
< 


and a short time after I went over and questioned Mr.Wallis,as to 
what nad passed,to which he would make no satisfactory answer . 

For several days after this I called on Mr.Wallis but not 
setting anything from him,I was led to suspect that my Son had | 
peen prevailing on Mr.Wallis to believe that he was ye author le 
of ye papers (a circumstance that he had several times the arro- aT T 
gance and vanity to declare to all in ye familv but never was cords 
bold enourh to say so much to me,) as such I begged him to come yered 
up to me and that : would shew him all the peene, Cheney MSS. the 


and that he ought to look them over carefully and weigh well ye 
nature and mass of ye business,before he should be induced so 


young @ man could be oh ta of suth a production = He came 2 or of 
3 times mi one of the days,I believe about ye 24th.May - Mr. ‘ise 


Bingley came in while he eae here to complain of my Son's conduct 
and absence from office very frequently,to which I said,"I am 

very unhappy,=- but I can do Thiel ie in the business for I have 

no control over him whatever - Mr.Wallis is now with him in ye 

next room and I will tell mies you are here", I went into the 

next room and Mr.Wallis said he would eee to Mr.Bingley in a 
few minutes,which he did and the result of the conference I am . 
a stranger to - Mr.Bingley went away,and I had no satisfactory ) 


conversation with Mr Wallis and he left the house = and on that 


perenne erp! ger 


—— 
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Tolhot. 


Cey VEE eat, wae ye 24th.May,nothing passed with my 

except pressing him for the rest of the papers,which he had 

promised in ye Schedule = and complaining generally of his 

conduct,when we parted,and I do not recollect seeing him again - 
t left Tewn on Sunday ye 29.May.- as act 


Son, 


* 


May Sth. (1796) at Mr.Wallis' this day,he having 


I met Mr.Harris 
hal RO Henry and returned it to Mr.W. -— Mr.Harris having bead me 
he thought it a very good play,particularly the love scene which 
he thought equal to anything he had read. He asked me if I would wi 
wish it brought out before the close of this season - to 
which o repliec- certainly not, it was then too late, but as early 
in y® next season as he thought proper,and es to ye terms in which 
¢ should come out - Mr.Wallis should decide between us - should 
any difference arise = to which he consented and we parted « 
Soon after this heard some strange speeches of my Son's, such 


to} 
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as,that he had written a play of Wm. ye Conquerer,which he said 


he had shewn to Mr.Harris - who had declared it as £00d as the 
Henry - and that he had been trating with Mr.Harris to produce 
him two plays as good as that every season and requested to know 
what Mr.Harris would allow him for such productions Of these 
circumstances I made Sam acquainted and told him I was going as 
this day « May 16 = to the Theatre to meet Mr.Harris and requested 
him to meet me there at @ 1. telling him I thought it unkind that 
he should shew Mr.Harris a whole play of his writing without letting 
me see a line of would meet me at 1 if he could 
but was uncertain. Harris at ye appointed time,when on 
mentioning ye cir ye play of Wm. he he had never 
or 1 Nor had he ever mentioned to my 
ses for his Curricle at his - Mr. 
- a8 Sam had report nor did he 
and Mr.Harris seemed inclined 
ted and promised me that he 
ay of Henrv endenor on any 


e2cred 


upon him again e s 
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naturday 


May 21st.1796 evening at dusk the servant came up and 
said a Lady was in @ Coach at ye door who wished to see me = 

I went down and saw in ye Coach a fat,elderly woman, who asked 

if my name was Ireland to which I replied in ye affirmative - 

She then asked if I was not possessed of some Shakespeare papers = 
that had made so much noise in ye World = to which I replied as 
cvefore - I then asked her her reasons for asking these questions, to 
to which she said ye best in ye World - for that they were all 
hers. I then requested her to walk in, which she did,and I then 
asked her how the papers came into her possession,she said they 
had been stolen from her and that they were hers beyond a doubt, 


for .that she written them all and that there was a great deal 
of relizion in them,to which I made ho reply,but requested to 
knew where she lived and her name - she said she lived at Chester 
and her name was Austin (at that instant it struck me Ehhad seen her 
pefore,and I presently recollected when I had seen her and that 
was about two ye ago = when MreTalbot called upon me, and 
asked me if I would co with him to see a curious character - in 
Se 


ara 


Cyd bY 


Newman Street = who had sesn two moons- and had sworn to seeing 
men and horses gallceping over them,this she saw going over London 
Bridge and called to a boy to witness it ) = This nensense ap- 
peared in ye papere,and having been much talked of induced me 

to walk with him,when i found her an ignorant ame uninformed 


woman, but full of ye wonderful - in so muth so0,that I hurried 
Palbot out of ye house,as soon as I ceuld and returned heme) 
Desirous of getting rid of her,I told her that if she had any- 
thing to say on ye subject of ye papers she must go down to Mr. 
| Albany Wallis my Soliciter in ye neighbourhood,and relate it to 
| nim « But I have heard nothing farther on ye subject - 
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May 25° le Jume 29°17 96. Walls - Gopferd DO: 
Bornavd- Hewlett - 


Charlies Shiel to Albany Wallis. 


F{oh MreWarlis. 25.May 1796.6 


The Gen.Edmiston's Comp'ts.will accept of Mr.Ireland as Ensign 
in the 95th.Regiment,if Mr.Wallis will say he thinks him qualified 
in his conduct and manners Tor an bata in such case will 
be glad if MreIreland would call here toemorrow or next day Before 
twelve o'clock 


Charies Shiel 25elMay 17966 
wo 29th.May (1796) I went to Slimming - wheres I received 
several Letiore - saying that my Son was seldom seen,and when 
he was,he was rude and silent (see ye above letter) On ye Sature 
day ye 4th.June I went ovor to Reading and on viewing ye papers 
; A vo" Syl 


at ye Coffee House, saw in ¥ of ye thursday's arescedsne 
preceding ye following paragraph =-"We are at Length enabled to 
form a decisive opinion with regard to the MSS.in the possession 
of MreIreland, though motives of delicacy & at present prevents us 
from rendering that opinion public." This induced ‘me to write a 
line to Mr.Giffard ye Editor of ye "Sun" to which I received 
the teat below “ 


John Giffard to Samue Treland 


To MreIreland at Mrs.Barnard*s Sunning, Berks. 


Dear Sir, 


The paragraph which attracted your notice was written 
-in consequence of the information which I had received from a 
gentleman whose name I do not think myself at liberty to mention, 
that. your Son hac declared to Mr. Albany Wallis,that the papers 
were all forged by iim - Though I did not give credit to the 
Declaration, you as T thought 1% » would be made publi i] 


some of the other papers ed it necessary to give 
timation which’ ° V9, iat! might when ever it di 3 
public sinha tale previous knowledge of the fact - How far my in- 
formation is accurate you can best tell - I can only say that I feel 
or you most acoply & wouid cheerfully contribute anything in » 
power to render the state of your mind more comfortable to your- 
self. - I am dear Sir 
Your most Obedient Humbie Servant 
John Giffard. 
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June 6. 1796. 
John Hewlett to Samuel Ireland 


sir, 
inclosed are a few references to some of the objectionable 
orthography ran Perh B08 others may cateah ny eye, & if s0 you shall 
be furnished with them - I was the other day searching the Records 


ary 


a 


of Lincolns Inn & to my equal surprise * satisfaction I discovered 
that Alexander Amcott*was gdmitted wu student in that Duchy in the 
36th Eliz. 1593. This Cavk was no doubt, the very identical 
Alex'r Amcott whose name is indorsed in one of Shakespeare's 
deeds & consequently adds another ProBf* of the Authenticity of 
the Papers = I think this information will give the same satis- 


faction to you as the discovery did Pheasure to 
Dear rs hes ng Yours truly 
John Hewlett 


Common Pleas Office. 29oth.June 1796. 
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WEE Staffords Niobe - Printed Lowndes -1611. Ps.% 170- 
171l- 177 =- 8 &o. 


DOE Same = & in every page of any book printed in & 
preceding the beginning of the last Century - 


OURE La Vieux Natura Brev - Printed by Tottle 1580 - 
Monastery Act.P. 219 = 
OCOURSELFE Henry 6th. Preface to his seven Sacraments - 


Printed by Bartlet in 1543. P. 2.4 93. 


ATTE Commonly used in Manuscripts in 13 - 1a 
Centurys - 


§ 
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Alexaader Amecett was admitted Student in Lincolns Inn in the 
S@th.eof Eliz. —- As appears by an entry in the Beok of Admissions 
in the Steward's Office of that Society. 


@ 


MreGeHardinse To Samuel Ireland 


Lincolns Inn. Johny 18.1796. 


2 


Pray attend to the Figures of the pages = 


1 

If you should answer Beaden had prompt it points 

to your attention. ¥ , 

1. He heard you read the love-léttér and ye Faith distinctly. 

Having heard these he believed ~ and wag not gtartied at 
the internal evidence against them - which he now represents 
to be obvious and glaring - 

2. He knew before he printed that you had put “Author of Nature’ 
as an Erratum, and yet abuses you for that expression in gross 
terms @ 

Spelling 2. 
I told you from the first that I did not like it,because I thought 
it ever quaint for the age in usse - a/se = Ta80\ and others 

like these which Boaden has immediately cited - You answer 

that Shakespeare spelt in his own way,but I find the spelling 

as quaint in the letter of Queen Elizabeth - 


Se 

I argue that in Elizabeth's age there is occasional 
( according to our notions) & full as quaint but it 
always in redundancy of letters «= 

Its of ten 28 unaccountable to us - In their Participle 
meaning “or” and many words of the kind may be cited as proofs 
of this . But what then ? If this be an imposture it seems 
agreed that externally at least its well done and can Mr.B. 
(Boaden) suppose that orthography being one part of ye exterior 
the man who meant a forgery would not read all the works of 
that age that he could reach,and form his mode of spelling by 
theirs? But at least he would make Hamlet and Lear conform in 
orthography, which they do not (and Boaden makes it a reproach ) 
and then not make’ the deeds differ from both as they certainly 
de - In these Holidays however I have thrown some light upon 
the subject in the article of Spelling. I find in various 

of that age (which if the supposed impostor had seen his 

reading must have. been extensive) many words which I thought 
peculiar to the MSS. exemplified - If you wish to sse then, 
: will send then, but some in the MSS. ne research of mine has 

nabled mevto find elsewhere*.j Its very observeable that in 


the § on iB °SF eet d12 PERSAL Ty" Onee anc even in the same com- 


bad spelling 
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is not 
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This,if it was an ignorant imposture would never have happened, 
and if it was not refined (and it must be one or the other) it 
would be the most ingenious part of the whole finesse for this 
happens eternally in the writing of that period, but a man capable 
of such finesse must have been deeply read to have made the 
imitation uniform. 

As I wish to be slone with you and yours vray let it be so 
managed, that we may havs some useful talk upon the subject, 
which others and especially if they are strangers to me will 
Gerangs. 

Ever yours GH. 
Jane 21.1796. 
T shall be with you at + past 6. 
T would lay stress upon the absurdity of supposing the impostor 
would make a new spelling of his own and of so peculiar a cast,when 
it seems evident from so many of the words that he must have. seen 


examples of ‘em which really do exist - to you 
fairly that I am struck wits at ye objection to the mode of ape tii ae- 
sneuen = think Many or the eT objections cay T mean thoere whi ch 


are ingenuous,by no means Neuslanhie in the choice of them for 
popular effect. 
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Here follows my first letter to the Gentleman whose name is supposed 
to begin in the letters with M.H. His answer and the whole of the 
correspondence between us = 


SAMUEL IRELAND TO M.-H. 
To MeHe Janedle 1795-6 
Sir, 

I have long wished 1.or an opportunity to return you my best 
acknowledgements for the high gratification I have enjoyed in the 
perusal of the literary curiosity, communicated by your friendly 
attention to my Son. As I find from him it is your wish not to 
have your name brought forward in any intended use that may be 
made of them I feel it a dyty I owe to your friendship not even 
to advert to them in a distant manner without your approbation. 

I therefore beq to trouble you with a perusal of the enclosed 
pages,which I have put together as a preface to the history of 
the Warwickshire Avon,a subject closely connected with that of 


whols length of him is in existence - and will in the course of 
time be engraved and presented to the public. I ask most sincerely 
your concurrence in this request 1s my wish is to illustrate the 
Volume in every possible manner to do credit to a name I so highly 
revere.From the liberality vou have exerted in this transaction, 
I have every reason to flatter myself with your indulgence for 
this intrusion and to hope that an opportunity may yet offer with 
your concurrence,that may enable me to assure jou personally how 
great an obligation,you hnve conferred on me Your very obliged 

and obed'nt. SI. 


I shall be happy to be favored with a line under any signature 
in which you may please to convey your opinion,as to my future 
conduct in this business. 


MeH.» TO SAMUEL IRELAND 


Dear Sir, Feb.l=-@Ue2 1795. 
The perusal of vour preface has I assure you been productive # 

of the greatest pleasure and satisfaction and the genteel manner in 

which it was offered add still more to the gratification I have 

received.- With regard to your consulting my opinion,I by no means 

wish or desire it,being in the hands of you and my young friend 

it is needless to think of me . The plays you may mention in the 

preface,but for the portrait (thouch I assure you your Son shall 

have it) for particular reasons as yet f wish to keep secret ard 

I may even say more. It is a delicate business which remains alone 

in the bosom of your Son for I will frankly own all he has yet 

said has been with my concurrence,but he is acquainted with much 

more which I trust and am assured he has never mentioned. 

It may appear strange that a young (7) man like m self should 
have thus formed a friendship for one whom he has so little knows 
ledge of, but I do assure you Dr.Sir without flattery he is a young 
man after my own heart and in wnom I would confide and even consult 
on the nicest affairs -In Spring (with joy I say it) I shall hope 
for pleasure of seeing bhim,when I do assure you all shall be his 
own = As he seems to speak much of the Lear for you,and for which 
I still esteom him more and more you shall in a short time have it 
not from me but through his hands.For the present Dr.Sir I remain 
and am most sincerely Yours , 

: Sunday Morning 


Pray excuse my fahiliarity but I cannot write otherwise to the 
Father of one I esteem. 


From M.H. Esq. Fob.1-1795. 
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Hair Powper (7 §, ix. 508)—On Feb. 23, 
1795, Mr. Pitt proposed a tax on persons wearing | 
hair powder, which he estimated would bring to 
the revenue 210,000/. annually, but was the death- 
blow to the custom, for its use was immediately 
discontinued. Those persons who continued to 
wear it were termed guinea pigs, because one 
guinea was the amount per head of the tax. 


EverARD Home CoLEMAN. 
71, Brecknock Road. 


Genls, Magazine 


~ Friday, May 8. 17 9S" 

This day was appointed for the commences 

ment of the operation of the act, impofing 
a duty on peifons wearing hair-powder of 
any fort or compofition whatever. One 
calendar month, after this day, is, however, 
allowed every one io take out a certificate ; 
which is to be iffued by the Commiffioners of 
Stamps. or perfons authorifed by them in 
every diftriét, and charged with a ftamp duty 
of One Guinea—The furveyors of houfes 
and windows to give notice, within the en- 
fuing fortnight, to the occupiers of houfes 
and lodgings, to deliver lifts of all perfons 
who have worr. hair powder, in fuch houfe 
or lodging, at any time after this day.—Such 
notices to be in future annually delivered 
within 14 days after the sthof April, and to 
{pecify thofe who have worn hair powder 
within the preceding twelve months. The 
firft certificates to be in force till the sth of 
April next, ififfued at any time preceding 
that—and all {uch certificates, whenever ta- 


ken Out, to expire on the sth of Aprilin 


, every year.—Lifts of ‘the perfons taking li- 


cences to be made out, and fiuck up on the 
church doors of each parifh, for four weeks 
— Matters, paying for fervants, to receiva 
a.certificate to extend tothe fucceflors of fuch 
fervants.—Foreigners allowed 21 days, after 
their arrival in the kingdom, to take out a 
certificate, Perfons ufing hair-powder, to 
deliver in to the Stamp office, or deputies 
appointed for the purpofe, an account in 
writing, contamiog his or her name and 
place of abode, and whether he or fhe is a 
houfekeeper, or one of the family, or a 
lodger, inmate, apprentice, or fervant, with 
the day, month, and year, of delivering the 
fame. Any perfon may wear powder for 
the next month, provided that within that 
time they take out a certificate ; bur if they 
do not, they will become liable to the penal- 
ty for having worn it. Exemptions.—T he 
Royal Family, and their imme: sate fervauts. 
—Clergymen and Diffenting Preachers, hae 
ving lefs than Ioecl. a year.—Snbalterns, | 
Non-commiltioned Officers, and Privates in 
eee my, Mibtia, Marinés, Fencibles, and 
hase Companies (of the latter all 

fiicers are exempted).-—Officers in the N 


a- 
vy, unde 


r the rank of Commanders.—All 
; ) x 1 +95) we s 
bey ond two unmarried daughters in a fami-« 
ly; if two are paid for.—ltena/ties.—Deface 
ing Lifts on Church Doors, 408.— Wearing 
SS ers Taree el enon aie ‘ ‘ : 2 
Pow der without a Licence, 201.—Selling or 
affigning a Certificate, or ufing it if fo fold, 
&c. 30l.—Officers appointed to receive Lifts 
and make out Certificates, ne glecung their 
~ - c > 
Duty, sol.—Occupier. of houfe or lodgings 
negleéiing to make a lift, or omitting there- 
i “fer i] } { 4 
opt perions: tiable, 2ol. Juitices of Peace 
may mitigate penelties, under 20h. to not 
efs than half. 
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MeH. To . SAMUEL IRELAND 


FebeSe 1795. 

Dear Sir, Excuse the liberty I thus take in addressing 
you a second time it is merely to let you know the particular 
desire I have tuat your Son should take on himself one of the 
parts in the new Play.He has hinted to me what passed between vo 
you this evening,and t think ths change will be for the better. 

Shpuld you wish at any time to communicate anything to me,I 
shall be always sure of recoiving it through the hands of my 
Dr.young friend. Believe me Dr.Sir Yours truly and sincerely. 

Monday Evening. 


SAMUEL IRELAND TO M.H. 


be7e17G5~ 


Dear Sir, The nature of your friendly Letter induces me to 
take this opportunity of again aldressing you on the Pinel are 
of the interesting discovery - and to say something on the 


VT 
ave been seen by noar 


® yy p 


learned World's opiniow of them = They 
a score persons-who doubtful- as the present race of Curious is, 
as to wonderful discoveries,is yet so condescending as to allow 
them to be genuine. My Son and I had determined on shutting out 
all Shakespeare-mongers — in course the great heroes in that line 
have ample doubts =- particularly with regard to whole plays being 
found = that thoy Kongers sa¢é cannot be true,this illiberal insin- 
uation and disbeli of my assertion =- which has been throwm out 
by others,as well as the Commentators has induced us to determine 
on shewing papers no i agg Zt present till by sheving the Lear 
we can give them a fl contradiction. This our decision I doubt 
not will meet with your approbation. Amongst regents MreB 
has called this morning to beg to be gratifidé tgs a sig 
the papers ~ which was RORY ee - I look on him as Be t 
man as any one aoout the Theatres or that libe arty should not have 
been granted.He thinks highly of my Son's appearance for a nighte 
of the idea I suggested - of making that night sacred only to 
Shakespeare,and of introducing all his characters in a proc ession 
aiter the play - 
My Son having mentioned to that you have an agreement 

drawn up and signed by ve Bard ar JnoeHeminge that you do not 

as he considers wish to part with - in that case I shall feel 
myself much obliged to you for a copy of it. If I make an improper 
request,i beg it may be excused and no further noticed. 


MeH.e TO SAMUEL IRELAND 


My Dr.Sir, Feb. 2321795. 

I beg you ten thousand Pardons for having never answered 
your very kind letter,however as your Son has the Lear I hope your 
uneasiness is now pre.ty well removed.I saw my young friend yester- 
day morning,we spoke on the subject of the new taxes and I was sur- 
prised by what he said to find you a friend to (tre) find ahead 
by what he has always told me,I thought you of the minoritye se. 

You must allow that 311 who contribute their rvuinsas for powder 
give money for the supvort of the war,as I have never been a friend 
to it in any one instance neither will I in this and I ao assure 

| 


it3 real colour and will 
hat Ladys may now perfume 


you on my honour wy hair is now combed t 
remain hanging loosely on ray shoulders 
it with their balmy kisses" 

Besides you cannot #¥eu be an enemy to the manner in which ou 
Willie wore his hair « Let me I beseech you see your Son with 
flowing locks,it is not only manly gamle showing yourself averse 
to blooushed,I should not even regret to see even you yourself 
out of powder, but however your Son I should lay a stress on as 
he also seems to wish it. 


os ) 3 
Yours move ert y*aaa Sificerely MH. 
From ‘?.MeH. Feb.23 
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| TO SAMUEL IRELAND TO M.H. 
To Melw2SG. March 3.1795 (7?379@ ) 7 
fo Munfrede Hatherwaye Haq. 
Dear Sir, =I fear you will think me intrusive in again eraebTtng you 
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ye subject of my advertisement,= but as it is a 


I received yesterday from my 
Leave 


I bes 


That a Enough the 
wi 


very 


Out 


will 


contra 
wish 


Your 


to my Son,as well as myself I am led 

e trouble,and favor me with your opinion 

you Dr.Sir my best thanks for the infor- 
Sson,relative to ye possession 

to submit. enclosed ~- which is in= 

to your consideration. I first intended 

given to my Son yesterday,after the words 

ge @- but on reconsidering it, think it 

hem WAS) after, between ye hours of 
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x9 
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end 
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are now flying abroad from 
k your judgement as to the 
uiness of them there cannot 
ve candid,but as I shall have 
class,ado0 you not think they 
deeds and theatrical papers 
propristy have fallen into the 
ritimate friend,who succeeded him in 
yet it cannot with the same propricty 
wife, his profession of Faith and 
ure should have gone with 
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MeH. To SAMUEL IRELAND 


July 6.1795. 


My Dr 2 Bit; 


Tt would first wish to tell you that I have had some con- 
versation with your son respecting the new play. I think for my 
own part that Mr.S. (Sheridan) has not behaved quite like a .gentle- 
man, &« yet for rt I should think it better to see him once 
more ¢« haves his decisive answer PO) ig ths same tine you may now learn 
what are Mr. harr iss thoughts - And now for the Grant which indeed 
T have enc:'oached on too long however I assure you it was to have 
a copy of so inestimable treasure grant free loan but for a little 
and you will add to the many obligations I already owe you 


{[ remain Vr.Sir 
x aS or ~ a a G “ 4 
Your very eincere Friend 


MoH 
+@ s4@ 
We shall not soon I think be quite such strangers - 


AAMT TRE LANL ot aa TT 
SAMU ore we) Bree? e720 ) LOW! » H e 


jf 


July var 1795. 


My dear Sir, 
tT am much obliged by your favor which gives me infinite 
satisfaction as it leaves me a hope that I shall shortiy have the 
happiness of knowing one to whom i am indebted for what I deem a 
most treasure. Mv impatience to view the grant of arms, 
which i had veral times hinted to my son - you will no doubt 


\ 


Se 
excuse, 4s it 

be unnatural t 
the delivery o 
intended.i think with you my Dr.Sir that Mr. Sheridan has not used us 
well - but what can be expected of a man who never seriously attends 
— 


to anything - & w Gays however shall bring the matter to issue 
Sat 


ic a kind of personal gratification, that would not- 
o any of us I beg at the same time it may not hasten 
f it till you have fully made every use of it you 


2 - 
T have 


a 
=e 


sent my a Tew prints which may serve to illustrate my 
history of the Avon, & which I beg you will honor me by receiving- 
I would have re quested your acceptance of the book but my son in- 
forms mé you have it - Permit me again to request that I may speed- 
ily have the honor of your acquaintance &« that you will do me the 


favor of taking family dinner with us before you quit own - 


Your very obliged friend & Ser'nt 


Le 
ae 


i 
8 


. 
2¢@ 


Sunday morning July 7. LC MeHHsae 


MeHe TO SAMUEL IR {BLA ND 


July 25.2795. 


Dear Sir, For some time back it has been my wish to give you 
a letter unknown to your Son. In doing this T assure you I break 
my promise and therefors must beg nay insist on the strictest 
secrecy from you .. As his Father I think it is but right that 
you should know (by what he of'ten tells me is gensral thought 
of him) the contents of this letter will not in a little astonish 
you. I myself must equally confess myself lost in wonder. 

He tells me he is in general looked upon as a young man that 
scaroe Knows how to write a\'good letter; you yourself shall be 
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the judge by what follows - I have now before me part of a 

lay written by your 5o0n which for style and greatness of 

hought is equal to any one of Skakespeare' Ss eLet ma intreat 
Dr.Sir not to smile for on my honour it is most true. H& has 
chosen the subject of Wmethe Oonquéror and tells ms intends 
writing a series of plays to make up with Shakespeare's a 
complete history of the kings of Englands He wishes it to 

remain unknown therefore I again rely on vour honour in this 
affair.It must appear strarge why I should have taken so 
particular ea liking to him. His extraordinary telents would 

make any one partial - I often talk with him and never before 
found ons even triple his REO y that knew so much of human nature. 

Do not think this flattery for I again vouch for the truth ~ 

of my ass urtion No mam but your Son ever wrote like Shakespearee 


This is bold I’confess but it is true. He often says he knows 
learning will not make 2 poet, neither will he look to any author= 


a silly young man, out Still he is determined to remain eecret. 

i have read wnat he has written of the Play and got him to 
give me the enclosed speech copied by himself from the original. 
I promised him T never would shew it buteas told him I wanted 
to keep it for myself,on these conditions he gave it me. 

It is not a chosen one I assure (ytu) but you may judge of 
the style and grandeur of thought,then see if it is not closes on 
the heels of Shakespeare. It was originally composed in my room 
and in the writing: it he made but three blurs,he wished to make 
alterations but & besged to have it from the rough copy which 
is just as you find it. He never comes in to me but instantly 
notes down everything that has struck him in his walk. 

I have asked frequently where he can get such thoughts,all 
the answer he makes is this "X borrow them from nature . also 
enquired why he wished to be secret to which he says - "I desire 
to be thought to know Pe little = Let me beg you to examines 
hin closely you will find what I edwance is but thevtruth. 

He likewise very nhten says,his mind loathes the confined 


ee ner eins 


4 Siegen, a ~~ os s 
he often has told mé,his blood boils a littie when he is styled 
til 
n 


ding-dong study of the law and vet says he will remain quiet 
Tid & proper opportunity. He has a large ledger in which as - 


i may say he chronicles everything that strikes him,from them 
he forms his speeches. 
( He told me he took the enclosed fonom walking alone in 
(WVestminster Abbey. 

Mrel.upon my honour and soul I would not secruple giving £2,900 
® year to have a son with such extraordinary faculties. 

If at 20 he can write so,what will he do hereafter.The more 
I see of him the more I an amazed «= 

If your Son i not a second Shekespeare.T am not a man. 
Keep this to yourself do not even mertion it to any soul living, 
only watch well what I have here told you,I will not give you 
the Inventory now as it world seem very strange to him but will 
make him the bearer as usual. I remain Dr.fir Yours most sincerelt 
and truly 

MeHe Saturday 12 o'clock. Bentinck street 


Put a seal upon your. lips to all that har passed, but remember 
these words = Your Son is brother in renuis to Shakespeare and 
is the only man that ever walked with him hand in hand. 


Note t= The poem by 2—S-8.W.Ho»Il,enclosed in the above letter 

is published in " AK Authentic Account “by W.H.I. at 

pe58 and is there” entitled "On contemplating Westminster 
Abbey oGe Bele 
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SAMUEL IRELAND TO M.H. 
Te MeHeEsae July 26.1795. 


My Dear Sir, 

Your letter has given me infinite pleasure. I have read 
the lines enclosed in it many times and that with a degree of aston- 
ishment scarcely to be expressed as I assure you it is the first 
specimen of my Son's poetical talent I have ever yet seen + If I 
have ever found reason to complain of his want of information it 
has been from an affecthonate attempt to forward him and an eager- 
ness to promote his application to certain authors from whom I 
was convinced he might receive information. 

Your good opinion of him weighs strongly on my mind,and T am 
happy that he has fallen into the hands of such a friend - 

There is indeed Sir but one circumstance attending your friend- 
ship towards him,that gives me pain and that is my being so total 
a stranger to one whom I owe so much - If it is your wish to remain 
unknown to the Public,may I without intrusion on your friendship 
request to have an interview on the most private ground imaginable. 

You think he can keep a secret,I think he can = but = my ex- 
perience in life,will I flatter myself enable me to be equally 
secret if required. I lay the more stress on this matter as it 
certainly appears strange to the World,that my Son at his age 
is entrusted with the knowledge of such a friendship while I am 


kept totally in a state of suspense - I here pledge my honor that 
no one person in the World shall know more than they know at pre- 
sent - but it is for my own gratification that I say so much -and 
I flatter myself that for a moment placing yourself in the situ- 
ation in which I now stand = which has become a public one from 
your liberality you would think nearly as I do on the subject 
If I have said too much,pardon my request and do not deem i 
an impertinent curiobity, but rather one that a1 
ful respect to yourself,and an affectionate regard " 
I thank you for the deed of gift,and for your intention of 
sending me the Schedule of all the Documents that are to come 
forth —- amongst which permit me again to mention ye Grant of 


Boyer a 
4 Lino 


«3 
which if it should come before ye Court in Doctor'd Commons,will 
be a material object to proceed on and without which I cannot 


2 


as I am informed take any practical step to insure a property in 

the papers,and consequently cannot prepare the preface,nor the 

work for the public eye. I shall esteem the favor of a speedy 

answer a gepebt addition to those already conferred on me . 
Dr.Sir Yrs.Obed. S.I. 


MeHe TO SAMUEL IRELAND. 


Dear Sir, July 30.1795, 

Let me beg you to excuse my want of punctuality in not 
writing, but believe me when I assure you it was that I might give 
a.better Schedule of the papers in question. 

Your Son has enquired what letter I had written to you,but f 
have evaded his curiosity. He has written a good deal since my 
last,and even cried like a child because the pains in his head 
would not permit him to (proceed ?) as he wished. If the specimen 
which I sent afforded pleasure,what would bevyour 
discovering things superior in every degree. Indeed Mr.I. you 
must. be completely happy = He has told me you talk a great deal 
to him now and tells me he hppes I have not blab'd- 

With regard to your wishing so much to have an interview,lI 
must beg you to leave that to myself,I have reasons as yet or 
should not most assuredly have remained so long estranged to 
youe Any particulars I can communicate,I will do through your 
Son and again I add we shall not be for ever under this footing 
of secrecy.I beg Mr.I.you will not conceive that I had a wish to 
restrain any advice on your .part to your Son,were I so to ac 
IT should greatly impeach your knowledge of the World and take 


updnamyse@lf to tutor when I should rather myself look for in- 


|L of Rd. 2nd. 


uly 30°1795. 
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formation . I only mentioned what he had often laughingly told me. 
He has even said much about his own disposition, but says he 
cannot account for his warmth of temper. But with regard to yourself a, #4 
and all those most dear to him he never utters a syllable unbecoming | 
-a@ dutiful and loving son =- O.Mr.I.pray look upon yourself aad add 
-as you should do,enjoying in having a son who if he lives must make” 
/futurity amazed. Under you will find the Schedule which I fear are 
the whole remains of treasures inestimable. 
Adieu My Dr.Sir Believe me yours sincerely M.H. 


SGHEDULE Referred to in the above letter. 


| Tavee-bundiss-of-Reesipss ) 
| ) part of this is illegible 
|‘ Bdme------4n-bic-own-hand - ) and is crossed out in the 
| original. GeH.L. 

amen &eehia¥8-beth-2n-9n8 


| Spencer 


| 


| Drawings of the Globe 


Aceount of his own Life 


Verses on Sir Wr.Raleifgh 
a 1 
ditto on Ld.4oward 


| Lines on Q.' Eliz. 


| Barclay 


Boccace 


Bible 
(a8-ethexs (illegible) 


| Book relative to Eliz. 


Holinshed. 


Chaueser 


(illegible) 


Grant of Arms 


Pictures &c. 
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SAMUEL IRELAND TO M.H. 
Nov.8.1795. 


Dear Sir, 

The delicate predicament in which I now stand - being about 
to commit myself to the public, in my preface to the Shakespeare 
papers - will I flatter myself plead in apology for my troubling 
-you again on the subject of this letter - As I find I have a host 
of unbelievers to combat with, who are now laying wait for my 
publication & to catch at any point to serve their purpose - I will 
esteem it a very particular favor if you will oblige me with a few 
lines relative to ye nature of ye discovery of the Papers & that 
fyou will instruct me what you would wish me to say, as to the reasons 
iwhy your name must not be known - As that is a circumstance, you have 
already said must remain a secret, I do not ask nor wish to know it, 
but it is neither proper, nor decent that I should throw out any 
hint, that does not perfectly meet your idea I think it highly 
necessary to address you on the subject before the work appears - 
After the sacred treasure you have so liberally given to my Son, 
‘Ifear my Dr.Sir, you will think me obtrusive in adverting to the 
Schedule of what yet remains behind of the Pictures,books &c.Grant 
ref Arms to Ireland,mentioned in your letter about 4 months ago,as 
the latter of these is a personal matter concerning my family I 
|shall be highly gratified in seesing- and for the rest,particularly 
ithe whole length portrait of Shakespeare of which the World has 
heard much talk, that being brought forward at this instant would 

certainiy add much to the validity of the whole and most probably, 
slacken the public wish as the name of the donor = A name I do not 
|think they have any right to know,nor will I ever lay any stress 
on knowing it,in future,but as you may cheose to alter your mind 
and freely entrust it to me ~I beg to hint to you for your private 
satisfaction what passed in a conversation some time ago with 
Sr.Wm.eScott - who said that you need be under no fears from any 
action or Bill in Chancery filed against you =- for that 60 years 
quiet possegsion gives an absolube right in Law to any property 
whatever. 

MreTalbot a few days ago mentioned that you had a deed you 
intended to favor me with,when you had erased your name in it, 
which I will make use of any way you will point out and that may 
serve my purpose,and that you have likewise a miniature picture of 
\the Bard which if you will even favor me with a sight of,will be 
ithe highest gratification. 
| I know not how to apologise for this letter,but by the situation 
|I now stand in towards the public - The Volume is now finished 
(printing and only waits my preface,which I am now preparing and 

wait only the favor of your answer. to complete - 

I request therefore you will put a favorable construction on 
my request in this letter - and permit me to asgure you Dr.sir 
‘how highly I feel myself obliged and that I remain yours very 

‘| Sincerely 
Nove8e1795 Sunday. Sele To MeH- Esq. 


Cis: 79h M.H. si 


SAMUEL IRELAND TO M.eH. 


April 15.1795. (S.I's.error, should be 1796. ) 
-—_ Sir, 
| Not having been favoured with an answer to my last letter 
written many weeks since,it was not mybintention to have again 
| intradea on you,but the delicate and painful situation in which 
I now stand before the public = urges me strongly to address you 
on the subject. 
You once flattered me with a hope that I should one day have 
/ye honor of becoming acquainted with a gentleman to whom I owed 
so much,from the high gratification received from his liberality- 
This it seems I am denied - and consequently deprived of laying 
before the public, any authority as to the originality of the paperse 
I requested my Son to inform you of ye plan that suggested itself 
| from which some satis sfaction might be derived to ye public and yet 
the name if nevessary remain concealed. I am sorry to say Sir, that 
myself and my family are now so involved and implicated in the 
business that something is absolutely necessary to be done and 
that immediately or the consequences may be fatal - t beg to (fiir 
present (?) to you that as you promised to me in your last a 
| number of Documents should be brought forth,Not only papers, but 
pictures,drawings &c. that the latter articles would be particu- 
larly interesting and might as being a new specimen of evidence 
tend in a great measure to give authenticity to tha papers and 
thereby give relief to ye a of our oppressed family. 


In short Sir I submit the business to your mature consideration 
and request that the will determine on something that may termi- 
nate the anxiety ofall parties. I beg to inform you that my 


situation in life Ke to future advantages is likewise at stake, 
as I have now a work ready to lay before the public that has 
_cost me a considerable sum of money,which I dare not bring for- 
ward on account of the odium I now labor under from becoming 
possessed of the Shakespeare MSS. in so ambiguous and mysterious 
@ manner as to r¢ider their authenticity totally invalid. 
I again Sr.reguest a favorable construction may be pi on the 


oO , 
reque wat contained in this letter and that you will speedily = 
determine on some mode to alleviate ye state vi mind 


and fortunes of Dr.Sir Yrs.&ce Se Le 
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him & you. The man tho: dead speaks to us 
my opinion of 


June 26°1795 leh b. 


FRANCIS WEBB TO SAMUET, IRELAND. 


Dear Sir, 
M 


y mind is full of you and Shak 


pote Ae fe 
cr 
) 


human nature demands my prat 
On review, many, very many reasons ( which 1 
you ) present themselves to m 


speare, > thank both 
&he +t sa uses (7?) 
tude, respec & thanks - 
é Will easily occur to 
Vv cee for an immediate publication 


¢€ —, Ww gS f —~ - ry 7 * 
of a syllabus of the Evidence ‘®) the authe TLOL LY 7 OF the precious 


remains in your possession. I offer this mearly as a hint 


> 


- accept 


it in good part - consult your friends * your own better judgement 


& then do as to them & yourself as seemeth food - 
Iam with great res spect 
Dear Sir your most obliged & humble Ser't 


F.Webb. 


Coll.of Arms 


‘June 26th. 1795. 
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0) This scrawled paper appears to be the writing of a person 
learning shorthand - ¢ the letters on the left hand seem 
a to be a part of the alphabet but not in due order, as many 
i of the characters are those of Zr, the ground work of 
Gurney's. I conclude this, from seeing below on the right 
fl hand the following character 41-7 & directly under .it 
4 the word at length in common writing, hould/(hould) how 
{ HvV2K is exactly what a learner would write in this 
short hand , for held or hould, or, more properly hold. 
4 There are several characters following, that determine 
ne to think it is a short hand from wch.Rich took his, 
or?) % that the characters at the top of the paper, are not 
; «in alphabetical order yl oe ~ repeated 4 times) 
4 woh. is (of Heaven) in’Rich's short hand, & directly 
a Pa under is (twice written) the character 2” wceh.is Hell - 
sei there are other characters scattered about the paper, 
woh.are those of Rich: But this may happen respecting 
Lo different short hands, where like characters may occur, 
of very different signification. 
ai I think the whole that can be concluded from this 
: fragment is, that this great Man was ever employed & did 
7 attempt short hand - but if among other precious & in- 


valueable relics of this immortal Man no more attempts 


¥ are found, I should conclude, that h 
fs mind found the attempt too minute, t 
t: therefore desisted. On the whole [I t 
the World that he made no farther ahh ghee as 
/ have prevented his writing so lecibly,& at leng 
has done , especially in these prec! sue relics 
\ MC. 
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My dear Friend, ‘afore 


jill contain,not that I will promide to fill it,but I think 1 shal]  2an@ 


factory treat than the whole morning afforded,After I saw you in 


fof them,and the grounds on which I rest my firm and unshakable 


} 


GOL TIIS. Webb. Jacks. 


FRANCIS WEBB TQ THE REV!d. Dr.JACKSON. 
omit a- 
BRASTED,, 30 ° 1795 ® me 


You see I take a large gl rund 
; ath rege sheet of paper that I may have + {Gu 
room to say a great deal,though I should say much more than thia ified 


go & good way towards it. I never had a more delightful and satis= ne 


(the perusal of the newly discovered stores of the immortal Shakes bei 
peare.It is not sufficient to say in general,that both Sir Isaac i ess 
(who is so competent a judge) and myself were satisfied, beyond have 
the possibility of a doubt of the authenticity of the writings, 
sbut as you desire me I shall give a particular account of some 
belief. I say only some because they are multitudinous in every 
respect,and attended with such minutia of circumstances subjects 
mand characters,which all the art,cunning and even wisdom of man : 
united could not have possibly devised,or invented - : 

All the papers bear on them evident marks of antiquity =~ the 
Pwriting,on a hundred different papers,is manifestly the character 
f one and the same hand,which by comparison with his acknowledged 
pautograph,leave not the least room to doubt by their being by _ 
/Shakespeare.e His name written I should guess nearly an hundred times 
is with as little variation as might be expected - there are various 
letters curious in their subjects; copies of verses anagrams &c. 
and in one copy of verses,there is enclosed a lock of his hair land )’ 
woven with silk,as he says with his own hands,and sent to the vara 
ryoung lady Miss Hathawav,whom he afterwards married. There are 
many receipts for Playhouse expenses, even down to tobacco. 

He had notes and remarks upon almost every transaction 3; and 
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speare 
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| ‘tis remarkable,that he authenticates these ¢ 


3 


signature, There is the correspondence between h 

“treating Borthe play of Vortigern, from which re: 

satisfactory reason why the play was never te 
There are printed books &c.scarcely one bf as not 

written marginal observations e In short,the p authense 

ticity are beyond number, and of such a nature 

to 1 


t ifles with his 
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{ to put doubt 
rest and incredulity at defiance more perhaps than they them- 


& 


Fselves would have reguired,cou 
‘with what proofs they would ha 

fexternal,now for internal evid : 
and of Vortigern - The former comparing with that published in eee 

'1608. and those of later editions,appoars mutilated throughoute | 
lines are altered,words changeé,speeches either in whole,or in par 6 
part,omitted - and I will venture to say,at least in every place a 
where I compared them,these alterations were for the worse = h 
Here I stop a moment to make an obvious remark. If this be the tion 

a 


ld they have been asked beforehand 
ve been satisfied - This much for 
ence = there is the play of Lear 


case with this play,have we not reason to suppose,that other plays, 
if not all, of Shakespeare's which are come down to us, have been m 
thus altered ,mutilated and debased? A humiliating thought especially 

ito his learned Commentators who must be mortified when they reflect 


how much oil,sweat and talk they have expended in explaining an¢ 
Past 


obscure and rectifying thr erroneous sages in the writings of 
lour immortal Bard;which after all their labor they will perhaps 
now be forced to acknowledge,were never his but chargeable alone eens 
to the impertinent folly, blundering ignorance or arrogant conceit 
fof a printer or actor,- Hine illa lachryma of the confederate 
cohort of modern Commentaters ; whe before they have seen,and — 
examined, presume to pass judgement, impeaching the manifest and 
‘4ndubitable authenticity of these invaluable additions to the 
works of our venerable Bard - But to return to our business,-= 
‘there are some cases wherein an author, or other men may be 
imitated both in his manner and matter of writing, the signature 
fof his name &c. But that is not the case in the present rend = 
All great and emine nt geniuses have their characteristics pecut 
liarities and originalities of Character, which not only distinguish 
them from all others, but make them what they are. deel ath ob sta, | 
irival,none successiully imitate of a men and poets perhaps sShakes- 


|peare had the most of them. He was a peculiar being,a unique - 
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fe eccan alone ~ To imitate him,so as to pass the deceit upon 

@ World,were impossible = The tragedy of Vortigern aswel 
as well as his smaller pieces lately discovered, bear indubi- 
table marks and proofs of his sublime genius,boundless image 
ination,prgnant wit and intuitive sagacity in the workings | 
of the human mind and evolution ofvthe passions,as do all the 
other productions professedly his works. ve a 


* 1 “ Lit « t = a s * * 
I trust to Mr.Ii's Judgement and opluion in this respect:and 
he sppears to me a guntieman,in all respects worthy credit - 


It must be Shakespeare and Shakespeare only - It either 
comes from his pen or from Heaven. For two were never cast 
in his pecubiae mould - This is a proof of such a nature, 
that without arrogance,presumption,or figure(?) we may truly 
say the authentic Seal of Heaven is stampt thereon.- Let us 
keep in the ordinary course of nature as long as we ean;zand 
as there was one man,tho’ but one,who could produce such things 
believe that'He,and no other divinity inspired,was really the 
Author of the writings in question. 
Nec Drus intersit,nisi dignus Vindkee modus Inciderit:. 
The peculkarity,nature and ferce of this preof and its fair 
application to the Matter in question,is of such weight with 
‘me,that I selemnly declare that had not Shakespeare's hand= 
writing or name appeared upon one single scrap of paper;and 
I was left solely to judge of the documents themselves and 
pass sentence on the internal evidence alone I should ascribe 
them te him and to him only. 
But these papers bear not only the signature of his hand, 
but the stamp of his soul and the traits of his genius,his 
mind is as manifest as his hand,and what is still more,if 
not in matter of proof yet in praise of this Matchless Man, 
a better Shakespeare rises to our view which we evidently see 
in this hbs own written Play of Lear - By comparing which 
with the printed copies,we shall perceive how it has lost in 
them its pnrity,energy,and spirit,and how it has been deformed 
py the bold hand ef a meddling printer or his devil.- And : 
seeing this,efter all our proud boasting of our immortal Poet, 
we shall lament,that in all probability many of his pieces had 
passed through the same polluting hands that defiled the piece 
in question.Add to this,that others of these papers shew him 
in a moral,and religios point of view,as amiable, tender, and 
pleasing,as his other Works shew him pre-eminent, great, and 
wonderfuleThey exhibit him full of friendship, benevolence, 
pity, greatitude and loveeThe milk of human kindness flows as 
readilyffrom his pen,as do his bold and sublime descriptions-= 
Here we see the man,as well as the Poet,a matter of no small 
concern even in asisting our judgement on this matt cme 
short,my good friend,the proofs of the authenticity of these 
writings,are multiform, various, compulsive, and ping abel) ES 2 
they are not only superficial but thew lie deep. They are (wi hout 
a figure) written by the unerring hand of nature in the Character 
of Heaven and we read them by the steady tight—of truth. They 
are like the Stars of the Firmanent for numbers,and clear as 
the Meridian Sun - I mean this as calm description the result 
of the strongest conviction.Do not suppose that I itertnininen! 
out proof,or amm convinced without evidence.= + went to iu 
nerusal of these papers rather with prejudices against them, 
put I was fully convinced and ‘tis but justice to say, that 
proofs less numerous,evidences less strong, and Writ DANE Lar 
more doubtful than these I here saw would have convinced me 
Let the case be what it may,where we 5ee evidence of such 
a nature,weight and importance,as we should, Judging inipertt lly. 
demand in proof the matter in question, and things Just in ak 
order,and so circumstanced,as we should expect or suppose,1 
the things in debate (and as yet unascertained) were true - 
" 1t 4 ustice to truth and 
Ee eee see hae assent and believe without reserves But when 


ses.wherein,net.only the preyious rational expectation 
Bete Poreort and sueh wircumstances 18 fully gratifide, but 
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the established order or things, 
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others of a nature and kind very unexpected and extraordinary and 


-nature of the 
Ee so,if not invalidated, they must be admitted 


150 
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at the same time so minute,and,at first view, remote,that ne human 


peacaclty,t foresight,or wisdom,would hav 
ereneriy 8 sought for, appear and all 


arreeing with each other, as well as harmonizing with those 
previous ones,which we should have reasonably expected in proof of 
the veracity of the matter in question,we are in such a case com~ 
elled to yeild our assent and to say, these things are not only so 
and what is predicted of them,true, put what is still more, (and judge 
if it apply not to the case in question),they can Hee no other than 
what they pretend to be; or what it is presumed they are:And to be- 
lieve the contrary,is to believe against the fullest evidence the 
case will admit of. As far as all these Documents in 
as incontestible 
evidence and proof of their authenticity. this be contradicted 
it must be on as Bbrong nay, stronger evidence in support of their 
being spurious,than what appears in favor of their authenticity 
otherwise their Peiortty remains unimpeached,and the proofs of 
their genuineness unimpaired. Conjecture, however shrewed, reasoning 
however subtle and plausible,ought not to be thought of,urged or 
admitted. In short here is a host to encounter,and I am Fully pur- 


T 
me 


suaded when it is marshalled in battle array the proudest heart of 
the most doughty Sceptic will quail,and himself retreat from the 


unequal combat,with backward step 


and 
Next to the audacious crim 4 


bind 
inverted spear = 
to ~p thines upon 


of attempting 


to spurious,is 


the World as true,knowing them to be false or the attempt 
to charge others with the same nefarious design and scarcely inferior 
in point of strict morality,is ye to endeavour to discredit the 

authority of writings unseen and unexamined; this is adding impudence 


to injustice. 
I should not 

and firmly believe that 

done 


really case respecting these 


disinge neous, prejudiced, inte srested, 


“ ; 
this was the 


paperse It has been by 
and unjust Men, and of some literary estimation;and that in so in- 
dusbrious, and extensive a manner,as to have reached the ear and 
prejudiced the Royal mind ~ 
However,after all,truth of every kind and in all respects, mus st 
ultimate Ly prevailsand ih it doss those who have attempted to 
diminish or obscure its lustre,or prevent its spread or influence,” 
must retire with shame ;and hide their abashed heads in that gloom 
of darkness,in which they vainly attempted to involve others. 
When ten thousand rays all darting from one great circle,point 
directly to the same centre; they illuminate thse mighty Round with 
| the steady beams of trutn - Truth is uniform, simple,one « Errors 


-multiform, perp 


bn 
plext,infinite - 
Thus have I fri ; 


my good in rather a 


Sit Y 


in an unadvised or improvident manner given ‘you my seY. 

these precious Remains of our great Dramatist. I have writ 

T should have spoke on the occasion but I hope you will 

4t Gratis dictum,in the ordinary sense of the terms; but a 

complying readily with your request. I only wish it to @! 

you so far,as to induce you to go and see the f B, £G 

yourself. Neer*theless,you are at full liber ke wi us 

you please of these cursory remarks,for I am pretty certain my 

name and opinion,can be of very Littl e,if of any,weight in the 

matter save what it may have with you,and that it will erive from 
your partiality and friendship with others - Veiaascouant sum valere 
potest. 
IT am &. F.Webb. 

P.S. Perhaps it wili occur to you on readir that I have said res- 
pecting deen critics,is somewhat of ‘contradic tion to my 
remarke ;that 4t was always allowed,that the Tew plays that 

re not collated or 


J. 


appeared in the life-time of Shakespeare were 


published by him but thrust (as Dr.Johnson says) into th , 
the knowledge of the Bard; "4 that 


the care and probably without 
the negligence & ignorance of ; : | 
faults many, their corruptions great: the copiers unskilful the 
actors licentious,& the printers careless & the press under no 
must be admitted; for it is all true 


correction - All this i4 
ali1.the Commentators feel,& allow it. But then they had not one 


these publishers are avident, 


@e world 


their 
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have made this particular remark,were I not well assured jt20 - 
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The Rev. Matthew William Peters, R.A., who was 
compared by Peter Pindar to “ Luke the Saint,” a 
““man of Gospel, art, and paint,” does not to-day hold 
a very high rank among the artists of the Early English 


sat to Sir Joshua so many times, and who died in 
1771 at the early age of about 26, “a victim to 
cosmetics,” and of Mrs. Jordan, whose fresh and 


buoyant personality has been handed down to us by 
School: but he did much good work, and was exhibit- | Romney—these two portraits, we say, are worthy to 
ing at the Royal Academy from 1769 to 1785. He! rank with the work of either Hoppner or Romney. 


is chiefly known as the painter of fancy subjects, but | They prove, so far as such things can prove, that had 
many of his portraits have a very high order of merit. / Peters devoted his great talents to portrait painting | 
Two portraits by this artist recently acquired by Mr. instead of wasting his time on historical subjects, 
Pierpont Morgan reveal a genius which few students he would to-day rank among the great masters 
of English art would credit Peters with possessing. : 


of the Early English School. 
The companion pair of portraits of Kitty Fisher, who 


| Fue 30% be Och 12.°195. Webb Sachksin 15%. 
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pure genuine unaltered copy of any one Play in the Authors hand- 
writing to which to refer as a Standard & by which to zain some 
analogous principle. The writings were deemed imperfect, therefore 
the fic"d of conjecture was left open,there was nothing to bound 
their career ~ They had to traverse the interminable & diversified 
Forest of Shakespeare where there was no beaten track, not a land 
mark to direct their steps, nor one friendly Index to point the 
way. - But now the Poet himself appears; he tells you, thus I 
wrote,this is my manner,this is myself - From this specimen judge 
of my other performances; that means of the corruptions they 
have undergone, & the genius, methode & success of those, who have 
diss 


a ©. 


from time to time attempted to cover & cure them - 
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To Dr. Jackson 


FRANCIS WEBB TO SAMUEL IRELAND. 


MreWebb's best Comp$s. wait on Mr.Ireland « he begs the favor 
that the bearer,the Rev'd Mr.White,a professt admirer of shakespeare 
and one of his numerous Commentators,micht be permitted to see 
the MSS. 
In consequence of Mr.W's (Webb's) letter to Dr.J. (Jackson) 
(which Sir Isaac Heard informs Mr.W.kas he has shown to Mr. Ireland )’ 


Mr.W.has received a letter from Dr.J.in which he acknowledges 

he is satisfied as far as possibly can be without*of the authentic - 
ity &c. of The MSS. And declares he shall make this fully known 

to those fair honest, candid & unprejudiced gentle'n who without 
inspection & perusal have Sesurned,ventured to on the 
authenticity of these precbous Remains of our Great Dramatist. 


Brasted,near Sevenoaks, Kent 


Ca Julyl3. 1795. 
Frencs Wethh Fo Samuel lrelend.- 


| e the liberty of recommending to your particular 
} | attention, the Bearer,my friend, The Rev. Mr, Peters, a parti 
| friend also of Dr.Turton my neighbour, & Lord Cremorne, who is 
. very desi of Mr.Peters seeing the SHakespéare lMSS.befere he 
leaves Town ~ I need not say that both will be hevpy to further 
the credit of t 4 tluable remains of our immorte1 Bard in the 
extensive circle of ir acquaintance,as soon as their inspection 
| , shall have convinced them of their authenticity,of which I have 
: no more dg Mm. % , I & every man who has examined them are 
most satisfactorily & tho 


4 a) 
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roughly satisfied.. 
respect 
ad & sincere humble Servant 
F. WEBB C17 af g Mca by Rev. 0. Peterr 
Py @ V¥ 24 8 x 
Brasted. Opepeoet fee. 


sept. 2nd.1795 


‘ ee 
Dear Sir, your most oblig 


va} partiality to our favorite Bard,* your. 
friendly ihterference to serve my intended publication of. his 
eS», will i flatter myself apologise for this intrusion « 
I will ba brief in informing you of a recent 


| j circumstance 
.that has occurred, which requires my immediate 


consideration 


Oot IDSITIS. & Oct 1b: LIES Ga 


Mr.Sheridan has had the Vortigern in his hands about a month, & 
has expressed to me the necessity of very material alterations 
to he made in it before its representation, epibiden anne rsk on account 
of its want of measure in the Poetry - To thes e material alterations 
L greatly pte, wishing only to have it so shortened as to bring 
it within a re asonable time for representation. It at present 
consists of about 2,500 lines, when 17 or 1800, is quite long 
enough for the Stage. I have therefore desired to have it returned 
& that I will fit it or cause it to be fitted for that nurpose 
Atala I noed not say is a bold undertaking, I wish therefore to 
have the aid of some friendly hand - to foster the undertaking, 
& ont that is not immediately an avowed hireling or author - As 
such may I request to have your opinion on the present state of 
the play, & that you will give me your judgement as to what I have 
undertaken = The distance we are unfortunately placed at leaves 
but one alternative as ae our meeting = either that you will come to 
Town & take up & short sidence with me - or that I may have the 
pleasure of visiting seg eighborhood & bringing the MSS. with me. 
Should this idea mset your approbation, I beg the favor of you to 
give m> as speedy an answer as possible - & as a particular favor 
I request that the contents of this may remain entre nous, as I do 
not intend my name shall be affixed to the play when Published. 

As I have a high opinion my Dr.Sir of your candour & judgement 
in the present businss - Ihave imparted these hints on that ground 
alone.I dont conceive on my plan that ye play will require much 
more than merely shortening,as there is certainly yood material 
for more at eny rate than 1800 linese 

shall be happy to be favoured with your pinion as early 
as you can with convenience = and relying on your secrecy remain 
Dy.Sir,yours with great trath and sincerity S.Ireland. 
Norfolk St. OGcte l2=@1795- 


My family join me in best Comp'fs. 
The scenery and dresses are now preparing and it is promised for 
representation in Dec.next. 


FRANCIS WEBB TO SAMUEL IRELAND. 


Brasted Oct.16th.1795. 
Dear Sir, I am this morning favoured with your obliging letter, 
and need not assure you how deeply interested I am in having 
the sacred relics of our immortal Bard, brought forward to the 
public with every possibis advantage,and in a way that may most 
effectually establish, and by no means discredit or in the’ least 
impair their authent icity. If the of my poor abilities 
in this respect can be of the Least service you may command me 
without reserve. If your engagements wili permit vou to come to 
my quiet. abode yin which you will find Shea a most hearty reception 


‘and Preedom from disturbance I shall be happy to see you; and that 


¢ 


for as long a time as your business and inclination will cermit, 
and if Miss Ireland wishes for a country jaunt,Mrs.Webb will be 
happy to see her aiso,and as we shall be free from all interuptions, 
I should think this the most eligible place. As I hope to have the 
pleasure of seeing you so soon,I suspend my other remarks for the 
present than that of saying I perfewtly agree with you (for very 
obvious and important reasons) that no alterations should be made, 
whatever retrenchments may be deemud uecessary,you may depend on 
the mo ssrupulous observance of your reque ste 
I @ tp be favoured by a line by return of post,informing 
be when I may expect the pleasure of seeing you, till then with my 
est Comp'ts.to the Ladies,I remain Dear Sir your sincere and oblid'd 
friend and servant F.Webb, 
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FRANOIS WEBB TO SAMUEL IRELAND. 


im Brasted January 3rd.1796. 

Dear Sjr, 
Friday last, (too late for that days post) I was favoured 

with tour kind present of Shakespeare for which you have my best 

thanks. It is a gift which from the first I never expected,or 

desired,well knowing that I could not bs entitled thereto by my 

services,i had {pendered) or could render you. However,I accept 

it Kindly and in goed faith,as I am sure it was meant kindly 

and in good part by youe I was lately in company with three 

Divines,who like some others pretended to doubt. I said but little 

I only wisht them to see and judge accordingily,I took the liberty 

of giving each a short card ts you, begging the favour of their 

being admitted to an inspection of the sacred relics of our im- 

mortal Bard. As to Vortigern,I shall only observe that on the 

more aetentive perusal of the printsd Lear in your Book,a too 

rigid information respecting poetic measure is not necessary, 

Indeed not so much as at first I imagined. I mean as to the authene 

ticity of the peice.At the same time as to representation, we 

must consider that some alterations respecting this is necessary 

since however defective the poet himself in this respect might 

have been in the original compositionsyet the pleys which nave 

been received,and exhibited as his,are in this respect generally 

pretty correct,ancd from these alone with the first judgement on 

representation be formed. I thought right (considering what has 

passed on this matter) to saye wus-muea thus much,more than this 

I shall not presume to Baye 


With our best Comp'ts.to yourself Miss Ireland and fanilye 
I remain dear Sir Your sincere — obliged Servant 
Wobbe 


Just as I had finished the above your favour came in and one 
also from Sir Isaac H. with a copy of one from G.WeRarding of 
Enquiries,which Sir Isaac has answered well. thoe' these wanted 
nor doth want auxillary proof f, yet I am habpy they occur.We stand on «ii 
on s rock fortified round with Porces that must repel all attacks, 
from whatever quarter made. Let them advance armed with their 
selfaadanted armour, you are ready to receive theme 1 am ready if 
neéd be to stand in the foremost ranks ~ Congratulate for me your 
half daughter,i wish her and you every ood and more than the Comp'ts 


or ye season. Depend on seeing me when in Town. 


Co 


I have just sent your Book to Mr.Moore our me of th 
Archbishop of Canterbury, with a Touch on the Times ty Mr.Malone &c. 


FRANCIS WEBB TO. SAMUEL IRELAND. 


Brasted Jane 6.17! 96.6 


Dear Sir, 
I should be gled to have a Syllabus of all the papers 
S 


nd the number fe idee peare'ts books; and if you have no objection, 
his acrostic on encer with meta) of his marginal ‘notes, characteristia 


of the man. these I think necessary for my preparation . If M. 
or any other,publish in diworedts,te send it me directlyeDo you 
hear of any intended attack from any other quarter? or have you 
— (besides myself) as ready as I am to enter the List? & think 
reParr promised. 1 shall begin, and go on to be ready unless a 
none able advocate be at hand @nd in earnest e Perhaps it may 
not be right to publish till attacked. Yet it is the part of 
prudence to be ready = I wish Vortigern was out of the way,I have 
some fears concerning that,than any. MS.or all the MSS. that can 
appear, But MUM - Valeat = and Vale for the ucex waitse 
I am Dr.Sir Yours very sincerely F.Webb. 


le 
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Answered Jan'y 7th.1798. 


ee Seen 


Donte Tent le ltil Webb. PRE 


FRANCIS WEBB + TO ~ SAMUEL IRELAND 


Brasted. Zan. 8.17986 


I am favored with yours this day & also with one from 
Sir Is.H. I mn you for the Acrostic, & shall rigidiy adhere 
to your express injune tions = Tt am astonished at Sheridan + As 
i-to-K. he is at mong the ossa innominata, in my opinion ~- I have 

ritten much = have much to sayé. As I am enilis ted, I will join 
my Corps tomorrow, & hope to be with you by eleven in the morn- 
ine, scon enough I hope for the opening the batteries. 

fn the meantime 

| L am Dear S 


a1 
Yrs.most Si 
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IT am glad you and somes of your Priends approve my short 
‘ NR ae oe a7 . 4 bs hin - . 
_ in support of truth,a 


8 it is on such sure ground we 
not fear,bvut we shal imately triumph over all 
1 this thousht,rest easvy,quie. and sscure = If knew 
Pye) but by characterswhich in n ni F 
t as I esteem it a du Be 
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ty to be C i 

in ell ee respecting this business 9. must freely ere. the. 

in point of poetic execut jon,I will not venture to criticise, 

yet in point of thought,and sentiment I think it is by no mea 

9 be hazarded. i mus at confess that the eeneral idea is that 

hich would obviously present itself on the first contempation 

f the subject - But Oe ete we come te consider more minutely the 
1¢ed,and reflect what 


| 
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| whole bueiness as it is peculiarly circumsta 
is hazarded by such an unressrved d appeal to this particular tri-— 
bunal,and the unqualified “declaration, that by the decision of 
this one varticular,ali tr the | | rest must be judged and determined 
to be lLegzitimate or spurious, . i think with due submission, that it 
is he Last that should ba “adopted. 'Tis a nice case and requires 
| more than ; ordinary Bkill and delicacy to handle it aright. liuch 

should be said because rich will be expected: yet too much must 
‘net be hagarded for fear of habitieite ae the Power | of the Court 

You see that whoever undertakes oth must wri ité under peculiar 

restraint - have not the leas’ these 
few remarks to MrP. (Pye) for is such 
as will move him to give them 2 
vanity to suppose that I who ner rer Wrote Senioeee or Epilogue, 
Nn & * a) 4 
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can better the performances of this gentleman. The fact is he 
took the most obvic Sus thought, & not havins duly considered, as 
we have done, tunis matter in detail with a.l its collaterai 
ae persued it & that successfully - Therefore {as I 
feel on the subject) the better the execution, the greater the 
danger - If Vort. were all. If this alone was in question. If an 
‘ udiced audience sat in judgement, then the appeal would 

| have Deen proper & the resol lution just. But a short recollection 
& reflection on the widely iifferen* s*ate of the _Ca8e, & dis- 

| position of the Public, will I am bile apie toad to the adoption 
of a more wise , cautious & guarded address - You sometime ago 
informed me that others had offered you this assistance = Have 
they? I should not like unless Mr. P. is consulted to intertere. 
in opposition in any sort, or way to that gentleman of approve 
spirit I can by no means apvear - Therefore if I should be Oe to 
offer anything; I muat beg you will be fully aatisfied that Mr.P. 
is so likewise, I beg you will as soon as you can shew this to 
SraiseH. & consult him on its Indeed in all that relates Hy the 


s 


whole of ye business. He is calm judicious & candid & your dis- 
interested & warm friend ini this matter - & let me hear as soon 


Jan? 2" & March 7% 1796 Webb (G0 


é 
as possible & also when Vort: will be exhibited.- With best 
respects to you all I remeain,Dear Sir,Very sincerely « zealously 


yours i 
Keep me @ my name as much as possible out of ssight or hint. 
h 


T shail be glad to see your fon next Sunday by &.o'clock at 
Dinner ~- Write me by Saturday at furthest - I will ¥exu write 
reain certainly tomorrow ~ What co you respecting the 
3 


it right to inform you of a remark made by MissM 
implicity, one woulc think said she, that one of 
the other p y had written this Prolosuve - Attend to this - 
Ina word, I don't like the complexion of it myse 
lease =~ I'll send you Loine titra tomorrow . 


oO 
By no means see Mr.P. tilfl you have consulted Sir Is.H. 
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Accorging to my promise, I have sent the Prologrue, 
with other matter, to Sir Isaac, who will wish to see you as 
goon as may be after you receive this. He will inform you 
under what conditions I have committed to him the thing re- 
questec. I have steered as dextrously as I could twix Ssy! 

: Charybdis, & have put the appeal to the Public decision, 
rather in a questionable & loose form, than in that unequivocal 
& latitudinary way in which Mr.P. (Pye) had (in my opinion) 
uneadvisedly done. Still hold councel on it, ‘tis important 
Much will depend on it - While we stand firm. We must seem 
at least to yeild, the more effectually to procure a candid 
Audience of this solemn Tribunal, & to give no offence at the 
Threshold - Would I had no fears. Yet, though we may stick in 
the slough at first yet I have no doubt but we shall wade 
through = But the D 5 hrow = 
ited | } t} 
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FRANG IS WEBB TO SAMUEL IRELAND 


Brasted. March 7. 1796. 
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I trust you will kindly exc 
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the manner said throveh my good friend 
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ir Iep.k, Let my 


y accident & consequent illness 
am not yet recovered, plead my real excuse. My : 
abate, but rises in proportion to the imfamous joa 
& unmaniy opposition so on calm’y but intrepidly. Truth must 
prevail. The trial is necessary for the proof of the Arc (7) 
This’is your trial. Pray let me hear how you go on, what has 


occurred,& what prospects you have & when Vort. is to appear. 
tf beg to recommend to your notice the Bearer Mr.Stephen 
(Mrs.Webb's nephew) a Barrister who wishes to see you as well 
as the MSS.He is a sensible, judicious, modest man - I begs my 

53 


dest Comp'ts to your ee ae & remain My dear Sir 
VW Tawny atin & mb 1 Ser’ t+ Y. WTRet 
i0ur v6ery sincere 2m arVv Fy’, WEBB, 
Do you & the Poet Laure as ce hae or are you on parailel lines. 


march 1? & April 541796. Webb, 162 


FRANCIS WEBB TO SAMUEL IRELAND 


Dear Sir, 

The Bearer Mr.Stephen, brother to another gentleman I 
-have desired to call on you,*« Mrs.Webb's nephew, a young Barrister, 
| will be happy to see you and inspect the MSS. 

| Iam Dr.Sr.yrs. very Sincerely 

| F WEBB. 


Brasted. March 7th. 19786 


FRANCIS WEBB TO SAMUEL IRELAND 
Brasted. March 27th.1796. 


Dear Sir, / 
I am gorry the injurious & vile opposition you met with 
has so affected you, « I feel for you very sincerely - As my health 
at present will not permit me to go into detail of reasons, I hope 
you'll excuse a summary & decisive opinion. Be not dismayed, truth 
must at last Prevail - Yield in some sort to the present unpopular 
| storm, or you'll be borne down the longer, You know my sentiments 
on Vort. Were I in your situation I would at once have an interview 
| with Mr.Sheridan, talk freely, & suspend or wholly withdraw the 
Play. Nor should I have the least objection, in a manly, firm 
| address to/the Public, to declare the reasons for so doing - But 
advise with your friends especially with Dr.Parr . 
'.You mention parts of Henry 2nd. have you not yet seen the 
whole ? What can possibly be the reason of this = How is your 
hidden friend affected by all this ? Will aught prevail on him to 
come forward in some shape or other to frustrate these bold & 
infamous’ designs? Here's the stop - Here we hitch, & here we shall 
hang - Depend upon it, Vort. will not go down - & then where are 
yout I am glad you Have a prologue, & hope it will in some sort 
conciliate the Town - I shall be glad to serve you in any respect -- 
With joint respects to your whole family 
[ I am dear Sir sincerely & faithfully yours 


i. WEBB. 


FRANCIS WEBB TO SAMUEL IRELAND 
Brasted. April 5. 1796. 


Dear Sir, 

Your letter with one from Sir Is.& another from Mr.Stephen 
all make me/ acquainted with the fate of Vort. It was what I expecte”, 
& what I predicted. Though I have no doubt of much foul play in 
every sense of the word. It was a most unfortunate sample of the 
Treasure, ‘This failure & MS. book,together with the epposition © 
fermed,and the state of public (opinion) make all against you. 

And as you ask I will give you my opinion freely = which is, 
that unless your concealed friend will come forward,and open the 
whole,or afford other matter (which perhaps will be very difficult) 
that will put scepticism itself to silence, it will be in vain to 
attempt to procttre credit with the public,by any other means, than 
those alréady used. And I must honestly declare, as I have to Sir Is. 
|in confidence, that unless this be done, I shall not chuse, in any 
respect whatever to engage further than I have already done = You 
repeatedly said, your hidden friend, would in due time (in the 
course of a few months) come forward. What has kept him back? If 
he; is not in some shape or other forthcoming, I must confess, I 
shall entertain suspicion which I once thought it was impossible 
~would have entered my mind I speak this to you as your friend; 
& shall not whisper it to others - But wait - 
I am dear Sir very sincerely yrs. F.WEBB. 
“RS. What Says DY Torr K all this ? Will he do ashe provmsedf 
Toon sorry indeeclithat Vorl. 18 enneunced nfor publeolim .Tha b ploy £5 YO uy 
KMllsan t, L Sark So fom fhe. th vst, FW. 
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Freljmor . 


(Mrs.Anna Maria Freeman's) Thoughts on the Subject of the 


MSS. Papers 


It was impossible for him = Sam - to have had by him ready 
ferged the receipts ofvthe tall Heminges as he could not divine 
that Mr.Wallis would find a signature in that hand-writing, and 
the time between seeing Mr.W. and producing the receipts,I will. 
be upon my oath,was not more than half an hour. The anxiety of 
his mind on his réturn from Mr.W wafter having seen the different 
hand-writines was excessive,but when he came home,and pEedines 
the writing that perfectly agreed with it,he was again restored 
to his usual spirits,and the account he gave to us was this e 

That he went to the Gentleman much disturbed in mind and 
en being questioned by him,as to the cause, he told the cir- 
cumstance,te which the Gentleman replied,"is that all? don't 
be alarmed young man,we'll see if we cannot do away with your 
uneasiness and going to a desk where lay a number of. 01d papers, 
in a few minutes he pulled out the Pinaive of receipt 
are now in his Father's possession and asked him if “he han 


ro 
writing was like that which he then produced,to which he replied 
in the affirmative,and theyvwere then given him by aon Gentle- 
man - The next morning at Breakfast,he told us he had seen some. 
thing still more curious and mentioned a deed relative to the 
borrowing a sum of money by Skakespeare's Father to purchase 
him a share in the Curtain Theatre,which proved him to have 


been in London six years hink it was) before the Commen- 
tators suppose. This deed was described to have three or four 
seals entire and the sche debate of,I believe,9 or 12 persons. 


His Father was promis 3ed it,as the next day, but it has not 
yet made its appearance. 
I think it is most probable that he has not examined all 
ha 


the Papers in his possession,and that they have all been stolen. 
We were at first told that the Gentleman's great Ancestor 
was a lawyer and purloined all the papers,that the Gentleman 
had found a list of what his Ancestor had in trust,but that 
many of the papers were missing which were named in that list. 
We were likewise told that the Gentleman remembers when — 
a child having seen parcels pf papers exactly like those now 
remaining,carried down for use to.a certain place in the Garden- 
Quere, What use in forging the Lear j ditto the leaves of Hamlet, 
ditto the Richard the Second,ditto Henry the fifth,&c.&c.&c.&e5 


All have been printed - 

Quere - What use in forging the signatures to the Deeds o 
Amcott e The receipts of the Tall Heminges all done in h n 
hour , Quere ~ Whether all the things have not been stolen and 
to screen the Barty,whethér Sam is not suborned by the Pa 
own them as his own forgeries, under a promise of being pro 
vided for in future; Whe could induce the Gentleman to 
give Sam a pair of horses value one hundred guineas,and,as 
we are told to keep them, and a Curricle for him 

Mr.eHarris too was to give Sam £700 per year eat furnish him 
with two plays,and not to write for any other house = 
Quere = Who forged the miniature picture, the Books, Notes in i 
the Books,and the Catologu e of Shakespeare Books « Dep end upon iti’ 
its being a deep laid scheme to exculpate the grand mover in 
the business. Make him produce all the MSS. promised in the 
schedule, The preparation to change the paper,and the paper 
with the water marks of the time,likewise the wax,and the 
seals,and the sbrings that tie the papers together,or else 
produce the fabricator of them and the persons of whom the 
books were bought, that he said,came out of the Gentleman's 
Collection - Some of the Books were said to.come out of sacks 
that were brought from the country which Books we were told 
were too damp,they were taken out and laid before a large 
to dry = 
The King Stephen presented to Mr.H.was a better play 
than Henry the Second. 
Quere = Whether it was'nt ah effort to set the money for the 
Henry ,* 2ndeto go off with to avoid any explanation with Mr. 


ee ee ee 


| Thursday May 5th.1796. At Breakfast I sayed that perhaps the 
| Gentleman mignt wish to have all the Papers Deeds &c. brought 
to him at the time he was to explain this business - He then 
sayed suppose the Gentleman to screen himself and family from 
| any imputation of guilt relative to the busikess and sheuhdd 
| resolve on saying aad he knew them all to be forgsries, to 
which MreI. replied that Would in his opinion blast his character 
for ever, as it would appear a premeditated scheme to ruin an 
innocent Family in which he had made his own Son the chief 
| instrument such a wretch sure does not exist - He likewise say'd 
| if any imposition had been practised with regard to the Deed of 
| Gift to Ireland (which he did not know had been the case) it 
could only have been done to secure the papers to his Father 
should any other Ireland set up a claim to them. 
On having been repeatedly urged by his father to get him the 
| rest of the Papers that had been promised by the Gentleman he 
has latterly evaded it, by saying,that if after the two rentle= 
men had heard the secret they should think it right, he would 
immediately have them all sent to him - We always been told that 
ts was obliged to make a copy for the Gentleman of every paper 
he brought to his Father - 
Query - Is it not very improbable if they were known by him to 
be Forgeries, that he should wish to have them copied.-. 

This evening when he came home about eleven,he told us 
before Mr.Levereand that the Gentleman had sent Mr.J.Palmer, 


i 10 guineas for three Tickets which he meant as a gratuity for 
the service he would have rendered to the play of Vortigern 


had he not been prevented through the wounds he had received 
on his leg, from performing the Part allotted to him and that 


| he likewise intended to give Mrs.Powell 10 lbs. which he,Sam 
Ireland,was to take her asa a Compliment for her excellent 


= 


performance of Edmunda and that he should likewise remember 
Barrymore and Caulfield at their Benefits for having exerted 


/ themselves on this same occasion = 

| May 6.1796. 

| This morning while making the Breakfast before his 

! Father came down when nobody but ourselves were present, I say 'd 

t te him that it was very generous in the Gentleman to behave so 

| handsomely to the Performers and asked him if he was to take 

) the money to Mrs.ePowell, to which he replied,Yes, I then said 

that a man who could act in that manner, could never have a 

] thought of making the papers appear Forgeries - His reply was, 
that he did not know that - what,i replied,Can there be such a 


; wretch living that would join with a Son and, furnish him with 
the means to ruin his Father and Whole family.- He said the 
Gentleman might say he did not know it was a Forgery at first 
but that afterwards he found Bapers that let him into the business 
and that was the reason he had kept back what he had promised 

to his Father «- My answer was that = “ The parties who were to 


| see him would no doubt insist on seeing those papers 
| ® did not proauce race 
} appear suci 


believe such a Villain could exis z 
When Sam came in at 4 to dimner he asked his sister if sh 
would like to take a ride with him to-morrow noon in a Ourr 
for he might have the use of the Gentleman's and likewise hi 
groom to attend him he said he was just come from taking an 
airing and had met Mr.Taylor an acquaintance whe he was much 
pleased had seen him. He told his sister that his Friend meant 
to keep him the Curricle and Horses if he acquitted himself 
well in the business of the-papers - 
When Mr.Talbot was in Town, I mentioned to him the extreme 
liberalty of their mutual friend,the proprietor of the Mss 
who we had been told had made Sam independant by giving hi 
Estate of £300 a year. That, he said was very extraordinary and 
he muth wondered it had been kept a secret from him, as he 
assured me that he had never heard one word of it, and he seemed 
to think that himself should have been first provided for; 
I talked no more on the subject,but could have informed 
- him that we had been told there was an excellent old House 
on the Estate and that ‘the Cellar was well stocked with good 
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eld pert, the situation of the House was most beautiful being 
near the Sea and within 4 or 5 miles of his Friend's noblenMansion. 
The: Steward too had been with him on business and to sign some 
Deeds, they dined together a little way out of Town anf for his 
dinner the old man chose beefsteak and onions, which said onion 
sauce was served up in a punch bowl,we were also told he had been 
introduced to two gentlemen who were to be his neighbors in the cou 
country. © 
In the month of (blank in the original G.H.L.) we went a little 
journey to Bulstrode and were out three days, Sam was with us and 
rode a horse which he said belonged to the Gentleman his Friend, 
but it turned out to have been hired at the place where we had our 
Chaise. While the dinner was preparing at Shepperton, I walked out 
with him into a garden, and he let me into a great secret which was 
that he would very shortly be married to a Miss Shaw, a young lady 
ef whom he talked much and toasted her health every day . She was 
an only child had an independant fortune of 7 thousa nd pounds and 
her Father was esteemed very rich. Their Town residence was in Harley 
Street, but they were then at Bath and that he xe up at six in the 
morning a few days before we left Town, to see them sett off and take 
his leave of her. He said she was very handsome about 17, and could 
not live without him. I enquired how he became acquainted with her 
and why his Father was not made privy to a circumstance that would 
give him much pleasure and that the Lady ought to be introduced to 
the Family, and her Father should through him become acquainted with 
MreIs His reply was, the two Fathers would soon have a meeting and 
that Mr.Shaw knew the person and character of Mr.i.and much approved 
of the latter, that at first he would not hear of the match but on 
the young lady having a violent fit of illness on being forbid by 
her parents to see him the interception of her Mother prevailed 
and the Father gave consent that he should visit at the House 
There mode of becoming acquainted was singular for the Lady 
struck with him at first sight at the Oppra and tho' they di: 
exchange a word, she contrived in a few days to find him out an 
appoint him a meeting as if by accident when herself,a Lady,and a 
footman were to be, I think,in Bond Street « 
At this time I was consulted about what number of servants werd 
necessary,what quantity of Lineh would be wanting &c. 
£300 worth of Plate would be enough at first setting off - 
The Lady's Father,he said, was to keep him an open Carriage, and 
she could have her Mother's Coach to return visits - I asked if his 
Friend had been consulted to which he replied Yes, and highly 
approved of the business for he knew the Father of the Lady, and 
would furnish some part of his house fer him in his own taste - 
This story was delivered to me in the most solemn manner wi 
many asseverations with respect to the truth of it, that even a 
fudge upon the Bench must have believed it = he Likewise told all 
the young men he knew of his going to be marriedcand of t] 
pendance given him by his Friend nay, even went so far a8 to make 
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a Bargain with a Gentleman for a very handsome Bed and rurniture, 
though I am now well imap roar there was not one word of truth in 
the whole business. He afterwards said the lady's name was Shard, 
not Shaw, of the latter name there were not any in the street he 
mentioned,of the former there were,but they did not answer to his 
description there not being any daughters in the family, 
About the 6th.Nov.1795° When Mr.Talbet was last in Town, ys 

shewed him a Letter to myself from the supposed denor of the Shakes- 
peare MSS. which he perused, I then asked him if he knew the hand, 
to which he replied Yes,certainly;1 then told him it had been taken 
for a lady's hand, at which he smiled and said, It was not written 

by @ lady - I then told him of the having been promised a most 
beautiful writing desk which had been minutely described to me 
by Sam, who say'd it had been long finishedcall but about an hours 
work and that it had been paid for some months, but the fellow had 
neglected to send it. I was likewise asked whether I would not 
chuse to have my cypher incaged on the top,to which I replied, NO. 
‘It would be paying the Gentleman a deat iment to have the initials 
of his own name which were .MsH.e on all the latters I receive - 
I told Talbot I knew I should never have the piece of furniture 
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his reply was - be assured you will, you may depend on it, but it 

has never yet made its appearance neither the Copy of Verses from 
Shakespeare to Queen Elizabeth, which I had been repeatedly promised 
iby Sam - On my often pressing him for the Writing Desk he assured 

me I should have it & described the curious mechanism of it & like- 
Wwisethe stained leather cover lined with green baize that was made 

for it - 
On my asking Sam why the Gentleman did not answer a note I had sent 
‘by him, he say'd he had heard his hand had been canvassed & thought 

jto be a lady's therefore he would not write any more - 


dé 


A Conversation that took place on Thursday evering May 19th.1796 

at + past 11 between Sam Ireland and myself « - 

Mr.W. I hope means to exculpate your Father and us,from having 
had any hand in the business? Certainly,it is for that reason only 
that the party comes forward,he is drawing up something to be inserted 
jin the papers,which I suppose wiii be shewn to my Father - Has MreW, 
geen the Gentleman because from the paper you gave me atvCGhambers 
you engaged that an interview should take place ? He has’ seen the | 
Gentleman ; What, I presumevyou mean yourself? No - the Gentleman , 
he has conversed with him two or three times and will see him often, 
as he is giving him instructions for some deed that is to bé drawn 
‘between them - I suppose nothing i11 can attach itself to him, the' 
it may to his Ancestors? Perhaps the Gentleman possesses property 
that may have heen unjustly come by ? 0. worse than that,if the 
matterwere known,it might render his character infamous,Mr.W. is so 
astonished, that if it had been his case, he would never on any terms 
have divulged the secret,but he is in every sense of the word a 
gentleman and a man of honour,as such is most fit toe be consulted, 
Nor should the first Duke in the Kingdom know it- No,not any body 
but himself. Does Mr.W. from what he has heard believe that the 
papers are genuine ? I presume he does,but is of opinion that nothing 
more should be brought forward just at present. De you. think they 
are genuine? Most certainly I do : Have you any doubts respecting 
any of them? I think the Deed of Gift te Ireland is informal through- 
out. I have this afternoon been scrutinizing the papers very closely, 
and in my own mind,am convinced they must be genuine,and that any 

erson that was bold enough to say he did them,would only render 
himself infamous,for though the business might appear ingenious, it 
would likewise appear a dreadful imposition and not even a share of 
merit would accrue to him till after he was dead: you are right that 
is always the case with works of genius. There are many odd circum: 
stances by which valuable discoveries might no doubt be made,for 
instanve now, do'nt you remember about two or three years ago,an 
old gentieman was murdered I believe in Clifford's Inn,now such a 
man might have been possessed of valuable papers; I do'nt recellect 
anything about such a circumstance,but if papers were taken away, 
those papers might have been sold,and if the person that purchased 
them knew that they had been stolen,the buyer would be equally cul- 
pable with the thief; but if a lawyer was consulted even in @ case 
of murder,he could not disclose the business,for by his profession 
he is sworn to secrecy on the part of his client. 

Did you not tell me that the play which you took to Mr.Harris was, 
he said,finer than the Henry ? No he did not say finer,but quite as 
fine. Your Father and all of us have reason to be offended at not 
having seen the play before you took it to Mr.H. I should have 
shewn it,but that he is always for cutting out and making alterations. - 
MreH. wants me to introduce a new scene and let Rosomond be poisened 
on the stage. Do you intend doing it @ Perhaps I may ~ 

If Talbot and you were to die,I think you have often said the 
whole secret must bevknown ? I do'tnt say that, The World has got 
hold of a wrong notion about Talbot,he is no more concerned in the 
business than you or my sisters ; Why ? did he not give you the 
first paper ? Hé said himselr he did ? That is another thing,I 
de'nt say anything about that - I think your Father or Mr.W.ought 
te see thebthings mentioned in the Schedule but particularly the 
miniature picture,and your Father I am sure would enter into anys, 
agreement not to shew,or make any use of them . Mr.W. will determina 
thate= , 
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I asked Sam,if when he went to Hlir.Wallis'ts to see the hand- 
writing of Heminges which differed from that published by his 
Father,whether he copied it to shew the Gentleman? He said,No, 
it was only held up in the hand of Mr.W. for him to look at, 
but that he observed it very closely. 
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On 5theJune (1796) Sunday, I addressed a letter to my Sen, 
which foliows - This letter did not reach London $ill he had 
left my hous6,which was in the morning following « (before ye 
post arrived) Nor did I hear of it till Wednesday Morning when 
ye letter (which fellows) arrived from my daughter Jane. 

I came to London on ye Thursday abeut 2. Seon after which 
MreByng called on me and wished me to see Mr.Wallis,which I 
attempted to do,but found him ill in bed and not to be spoken 
with -« 


SAMUEL IRELAND TO Wm.Hy. IRELAND 


Cepy of Mr.Ireland's letter to his Son May 28th.1796 (this letter 
should have been dated 5th.June,it is however correctly dated at 
the end.G.HL. ) 
It is now more than a week,My dear Soen,since I left London, 
and not a word or a line from you «= In the situation unsettled 
as you aré,you cannot suppose but that my mind is much agitated, 
beth on your account and that of your family. I expected according 
to your promise that you would certainly have written to me and 
have pointed out what was your plan and not only se,but your 
intention with regard to the Papers. 
I de assure you my state is truly wretched on both accounts, 
I have no rest either night or day,which might be much alleviated 
by @® more open and candid conduct on your side,surely if there 
is a person for whom you can for a moment feel,it must be for 
a Parent who has never ceased to render you every comfort and 
attention from your earliest moment of existence to the present- 
I think you must sometimes reflect and place yourself in 
your imagination as at a future period of life,having a son and 
being in such a predicament as I stand at present,and then 
judging what must be your state of mind, and what must be mine 
at present 
® not mean reproaches by this letter, but to assure you, 


im all friendships that you may in future form.- 

I do not recollect that any conduct of mins towards you has 
been other than that of a friend and Companion,not that of a 
rigid or remorsr (morose ? G.H.L) parent. *t is therefore surely 
deubly unnatural that I should be forced te apply fer Information 
of any kind,when I ought to hear it voluntarily from yourself. 

You seem to be estranging yourself,not only from me,but from 
all your family,and all my acquaintance - reflect well what you 
de and what determinations you make,for this is the moment that 
may in all probability,render you comfortable in your establish- 
ment and future situation,or make you an alien to happiness for 
ever. 

< have heard much of my situation with the World as to the 
Papers at Reading from several gentlemem there,who all agree 
that my state is truly a pitiable one and all seem to dread the 
event. I know not the nature of your oath and engagements,nor 


dees the World,but it is universally allowed that no obligation sho 


should ~eaectl > a parent into ruin. 


= 


if the Papers are to be established as genuine,why delay to 
furnish me with those documents so long promised ? But I will 
in the 


say no mere on the subject at present - By a paragraph 
"Sun" of Thursday last,it should appear that tho' I am not in 
the secret,some persons are. The paragraph runs thus = 


a) 
-) 


"We are at length enabled to form andecisive epinion with 
"regard to the MSS.in the possession of Mr.Ireland,tho' motives 
"of delicacy at present,prevent us from rendering that epinion 


"Public.” 


Pray give me a line,directed to Mrs.Barnard. Sunning,near 
Reading, by toemorrow's post,as I am impatient to hear from you. ~~ 
Remember me kindly to all and believe me,whatever may be 
your future deaséene destiny, Your very sincere friend and affec- 
‘tionate Father | 
Sam.Ireland. , June 5th. (1796) Sunday. 


i] 


that if you cannot think me your friend,I fear you will be deceived: | 


po ei io ee (| 


iy 


tn oa 
June 7"17196. WH.L. Barnard- Walls .176 
Byng,. 


| JANE IRELAND TO SAMUEL IRELAND. 


uw 


London June 7th.1796. 

| I hope,my dearest Father,you do not consider it as inattention, 
my not having writtem to you,as I really considered it an unneces- 

Sary expense, when my Aunt so fully gave you a detail of every - 

circumstance that occurred from day to day,in her letters.- _ 

| I went on Saturday evening (to stay till Monday) at South 

Lambeth, Anne and Robert having pressed me much to pass a day 

| with them. My Aunt came to dinner on Sunday and we returned © 
together last evening,but have not seen or heard anything of 

Sam,except indeed from the Maid,who rather alarmed us about 


i 


| 


him. 


She said he had been talking 


£3 


cy 


great deal about going away and 


Saic he was to receive £50 as yesterday morning and told her he 
meant te make her a present as soon as he had it in his power. 
SShe asked him for his linen that was to be sent to the wash, 
his answer was, No,I shall take it all away as it is - and pack 
it up at the Gentleman's I am going to as there are new trunks 
for me there and that he should return the boxes he took away, 
as they were merely temporary conveniences = She said he was 

| very busy in the early part of the morning in tying up his 


clothes,and when he had completed that, the 

call him a Coach and he put the things in,d 

| follow him (avoiding by that means,telling 
3 


j 
he was to drive te before the servants) - 
left 


He ft werd with the Maid,he should be 


| evening,but he did not return,nor have we s 
to-day= 
addressed to him,as:it might 


require an imm 


i) 


My Aunt saw Wallis this morning and aske 
Zs 2 2 Es Bry aaa |, SRN MY 7 + “ 2 eee 
| of his going out of town or what his plans 


My Aunt therefore, thought she had better 


were ! 


bey was desired t 

esirings the man 

the Coache-man wher 

in again ir 
Vy 


een anyt g¢ of him 
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ediate ¢« 
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in 

hin 
e 
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wer - and 
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d.if he knew anything 
= 


Was 


your letter 
hci mercer am 


"No,that he had not seen him since Thursday, but if he 
| going,to let him go,and not be at all uneasy about it,for it was 
| "for the best,and he would soon find his way back again" 
| He was then questioned about the Gath you wished him 

to exonerate you,but he said "twas all folly and 
| would answer no end in the World «- For that th 
| drawn up between you,and hin, (Mr.Wallis) was 
When you return Mr.W. wishes to see you - 

c 


to 
ridiculous and 

e Advertisement 
quite sufficient. 
which I suppose will 


be almost immediately on the receipt of this - Mr.Byng called this miiij 
morning but he had not anything new to communicate,only is equally 
anxious with ourselves that something was settled. 


Wy 
M V 
. 


Aunt would have written herself 
inflamed,and painful if she attempts to either write or read.- 

Did you,my dear Father,give my note to Mrs.Barnard ? I suppose 
f SREB AA meta 


she will favour me with an answer by you - 


but her eyes are very 


Have you seen the "Gentleman's Magazine" for last month ? 
| Amongst Malone's other corrections of himself,he says,"on page 
"79 I have expressed a doubt concerning the antiquity of the 


as applied to written 
ave found reason,to believe that this 
“Shakespeare's time" - Is not this very 


| "word Exeellance, 
ff + 
h 


compositions, but 


lately 
1 in 


word was thus used 

much in your favour? 
ee << ey on om , oft? fe & 2 aa one 

Your ever affectionate 


Adieu My Dearest Father,and believe me 


and dutiful daughter 
Jane Ireland 


My Aunt begs her kindest love to you - Pray remember me affect onai 
tionately to Mre.Barnard and Ellen - Ma Tante sends her remem- 
brances also to them - 

To Mr.Ireland 
Mrs.Barnard's, Sunning near Reading. 
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of our Lerd Godd one thousand seven hundred an 
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yt m 7 oe | . THR pp es WH * x +. a a) ® 2° , 
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P 
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Wm, Shakespeare 
ou us Lamp LON 
tligabeth 
cy ‘ p= = . on 
Southampton 
7 4 ? TD 
Elizabeth R-. 
ian oe ie 2 at a ~ ~~ 
His Girdle round hin. 
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he wrote at his house without ye aid of books,on 
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Ore 


+ 


Wherer 
Why th 


Us O@LL > 
~ se" Pa *~ “ ” 2 an 
Which seon does ripe 
id 7 o Ld% be 2 
I have been tutored 
Ts) 


Have seen the 


That like bleen 


eats 
hour t the 


Then 
This. 


ct ct Gu Fhe Fe 


Se 


fle s) 


ced 2s 
<f 


And mere I theugh pon my fellies past 

More did I blush that I did wear 4a mind 

And knowingly make so wanton with it. 

Now mark the change,I « ceurted Selitude 

And theugh I leng had spurned her from my breast 
Yet gently did she listen a my Prayer 

And with the mind of sweetest Charity 

Kissed and forgave me,- 7 thanked her k ness 
And since that time have known myself « 

Have seen thevpraises due unto my God 

Which may be learned even from his smallest works 
Fer not a flower,but speaks his mighty praise 
Stamping him et once Lord Omnipotent. 
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SAMUEL IRELAND TO ALBANY WALLIS. 


yi% 


To Mr.Albany Wallis June 11th.1796. 
Dear Sir, 

I ammconcerned to find that I am deprived of ye pleasure 
of sesing you from your 4111 state of health, but hope ye truly 
distressed state of mind under which I have laboured for some 
time = will plead my nares for troubling you with this - 

The strange reports that are abroad and the virulent abuse 
I am daily receiving from ye public prints,render it now indis- 
pensably necessary that something should immediately be done 
to relieve mea. 

My Son,I find, left my home on Monday last ag ) brought me 
to Town on Thursda ay, since which I have not se | 

As I understand he has left many papers in your hand 


ands 
which he is desirous should be delivered to me,I beg the favour 
ef you to give me a line,disclosing ee that you think proper 
I should lmow and that you will do me the favour to send with it 
all his papers.eHis conduct towards aT am sorry to say,is 
attrocious,and it is a dreadful and most unnatural circumstance 
to leave me as at present under ye sad (necessity ?G.H.L.) of 
imploring information from any quarter,when I am the person, 
who not only from paternal situation,but from the load of obloquy, 
and less of property I have sustained, have surely a prior ri 


ey rg 
ran’ he 
iY 


to call on him for every information and assistance 
in the distressing situation I now stand. 


In the "Oracle® of Thursday you will see a paragraph which 
is gross,as to merit immediate attention,and though I anata 
be cast in a Court,!I am determined to try ye issue of an action, 
in order to obtain an opportunity of disclosing to the World my 
own innocence and of explaining the nature of the infamy I have 
rece 


o - a 4. 4 4 5. 
aN A i GT Oe ae BAR cr 
8 pressing on you at this moment, 

| } ’ 
: 
4 ey > a = 
will amply plead my excuse. 


RnR 5, 4 + if a TY Kher ie Tt Soon 4 
ielow is the ADVE aRTI SEMENT drawn up by Mr.Wallis - in ye 
49 2 Ms 2 + eee: ; pe a ee = ep ie a ae CU) 3 +P Yar Ba 
handewriting of my Son, signed by him and witnessed by Mr.Wallis 
enn) a 
and his Clerk. 


This Advertisement was drawn up at the request of Mr.VW. 

to exeners te. me from any intention to do an jur 

; sarted with ye advertisement that follows,in "The 
June lith 
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True Briton" me 


In justice te my Father aie to remove the reproach under 
eg 


& 
which he has innocently fallen respecting the papers published 
by him as the MSS. of Packennodns I do peal solemnly declare 
that they were given to him by me as the enuine productions 
of Shakespeare and that he was and is at 107 t tot 


unaquaint ead with the source from whence 


circumstance concerning them save what he was “canes by mysel 
and whieh he has declared in the Preface toe his Publication. 
With his firm belief and conviction of their authenticity 
founded on the Credit he gave to me and my assurance. They were 
placed before ne World.This will be further confirmed when at 
Ps 


some future period,it may be judged expedient 
means by which the y were obtained - 


ALBANY WALL 
THO 's TROWSDALE, Clk.to Wallis and Troward . WNerfolk Street 
May 2&th.1%6¢- 1796 
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,of 


he is still totally ignorant of 


“ve 


JUNE 11th.1796. 


The 


ths r=) 


torrent of abuse 


Shakespeare MSS. 


daily levelled 
renders it necessary that in 
and to the situation in which hexstands towards the 
should no longer remain silent on the subject. 

When Mr.Ireland nublished the Volume from the Shakespeare MSS. 
in the Preface declared that he received them from his Son as the 
genuine productions of Shakespeare but that he was ignorant whence 
they came or thro' whose hands,nor did he throw out the most distant 
idea that he aver should be enabled to give the Public 


at Mreireland,the possessor 
Public that he 


he 


they seem to require on the subject. 

Under this veil of secrecy the work was subscribed for and that 
unsclicited on tha part of Mr.Ireland nor did he determine on pub- 
lishing any part of the. MSS. neni pressed to do so by many persons 
of the first information and consequence who urged that the treasure 
was invaluable and should not be with) from the Public eye. 

fo this Mr.Ireland consented ang in so doing has incurred a con- 
siderable loss of property besides the irreparable loss of near 18 
months ef his time which he has devoted to the Public. - 

Mr,Irsland renews his former declaration and solemnly avows, that 


the nature of 
came oer the pers n 
step has been 


the Dis scovery both as 
from whom 
taken on his part 


te place from whence 
they were obtained, 


the Papers 
Although 


"FES yvIz 
@ V ery 


that might lead to the discovery. The voluntary declaration subjoined 
son that no impli- 


satisfy every candid per 


to this,it is presumed,may 
cation of injury towards the Public oan rest with Ur.Ireland. 

An answer is preparing to Mr.Malone's Enquiry into the Authenticity 
of the Papers &cewhich will in due time belaid before the Publice 


10th. 


to Town till 
avowed himself 
er in which 
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quarters that 

had told Mr. Byng 


June 14th. Tuesday. 1796. 
present, I ss a 
ye Author of all the 


my Sen 


he a d 


the manne 


ae 
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ars, & 


| S 
Lit was all done . Of this I must have yet stronger pro®8f as I am 
/?not convinced by what I have heard - 3 
Mr.Franklyn yesterday sent a letter to my daughter Jane - 
MreWallis continues ill -~ & I cannot see him + I find he has many 

Lpapers of my Son's in his hands - which he will not deliver up till 
he sees him, nor will he reveal the secret to me till he sees him 

or receives an order from him for that purpose, nor will he then 

give up all he has of his in his hands . this day Mrs. Byng dined 
‘with us & said she presumed I should have a letter from my Son, - 

which I received half an hour after she went - 


If my dear Father (for so I still must call you ) there remains 
any particle of that love & affection for me, which has always been 
proud to show itself - You will not I am certain destroy this before 
you have perused it , do not conceive I mean to clear myself from 
the rashness I have been guilty of, but omly to say a few words which 
will tend greatly to seften the anguish of my mind & perhaps meliorate 
‘tho wretchedness of your Side mesial You I believes are also convinced 
| by what Mr.B. produced when you were at his house, but for the 
! Languare you think me Lusunable, If there it is I am wrong, O can 
| you for a moment think so meanly of me as to be the Fool to some 
scorn the thougr it not 


Sees tt, a 


Samuel Ireland 
June lJ4é4th. 1796. 


on of Genius? No,Sir, I would 
Author as well as Writer I weuld have 5 ed rather than 

. the busine ginatved first as the frolisk of a Child, 
sion of Faith, the first thing I believe I penned after 


it, were 
& 


rh 


m 
. 
Cc ont ess L 
8 


t 
The Profes 


Whine A Eine Lae 


justices to himself 


the information 


a 
| ok 


1erate 


sting 


. 
\3®@ 


laaner 
| PoOus 


‘mt of 
(in 


6 has 


ly 
Mr. 


hat 


/ ho intl 1 Uke 


Wie el Jume 15.1796. W.H.T. 


the Deed - That I wrote in the hand as you have it, & I never 

even made a single draft of it - This the Learned avplauded - 

I need not repeat the Words of Dr.Warton,Dr.Parr, &c.&c.in your 
room - can it be wondered at that I was fired at the praise lavished 
so freely on me, then but a youth, # as the world moreover did 
‘not for a leng space of time disbelieve I thought at last it might 
be received & turn to the advantare of my Family. This was my first 
| my principal wish besides the pleasure I thought you would receive 
| in thinkine yourself possessed of the papers which should have 
| continued under the name of Shakespears and died with me for I would 
have stifled every idea of pride & never have owned them, but for 
| the late stir * your wretchedness - So far I can say, I mesmhtthe 


|} World no injury no fraudulent idea enterred my: Brain. If anyone 

Lis wronged it is yourself & yet upen the honor of a man you of all 

| persons was the lgast I menht to injure - The money I did receive 
you know the use I made of it, & if you recollect I strongly opposed 


the niiba 4e shing the Book but you was so enthusiastick in the business 
that I was forced to suffer you to proceed or confess the whole. 
You will. perhaps say then why not confess the truth - 1a I fe 
your anger, & secondly as mo doubt had then arisen, I thought it 
might remain unknown & prove moreover a source of rreat gain. Had 
it mot been for this business I should not have known or even at- 
tempted the trial of my abilities. The Vortigern I wrote, if I 
cepied anyone, it was the Bard himself, in no one paper book or 


Parchment was I furnished with Language by anyone living. If there 
fis Soul or Imasery it is my own + The Henry Gnd. was more mine 
than the Vortegern as I 


scarce looked into any one Book while I 
lwrote it = At the time vou appointed Mr. Harris to see it down at 
‘“Mr.Wallis's,I then had written but 400 lines of it X ,in two months 
efter you nad the 1800 lines completed - Let there be rewards offered 
to anyone that will come forward and swear he furnished me even with 
@ single thought throughout the papers and I will tell that man that 
dares so vouch himself,that he is a base Liar. 
MreHarris told me he ‘would take the Henry and wishes me to ‘make 
| some few alterations, that I will gladly de,and as you my dear Sir 
lf have yet no proof but my parole for the gift of it,I now tell you 
that I beg your acceptance! of the publication of Vortugern and the 
‘whole of the profits of Henry the ond. = : 
Should I live,my future labours shall equally be devoted to my 
}family ~ De not wish to meet me my dear Father, I cannet yet bear it, 
T will instantly return into Wales and give myself up te that Study 


I so afd lbhélyriiseh BBrtkhe Papers,I mean the mind that breathes through 


them, shows any spark of genius and deserves honour, I Sir “your sen 
am that yerson and if I live but for a little f will prove it - 
| Mx, Talbot knew only the secret having caught me at Chambers one 


"day,writing some one of the Papers,I bound him to secrecy peal he 


nor anyone living had any concern in either writing or composing 
Psave myself alone and to that I pledge my every hope of nEDpineda, 


1+ 


4f I speak false may the Almighty judge me accordingly. With love 
Ps ad ae ) & Si a — . 
to mv Aunt my sister ANN and Jane and hoping in your forg:veness, 
“a iv : 4 a 3 "« = J - * J = cy 2 
7IT will still. sien myself your true your loving >on 
WeHeIreland jun'r. 


300 | 


| Thursday erening June 14th.1796- 


J RH at 7 " " 7 Um oP ~ Te 4 7 atT 7 ty A a a4 
1.X See Mr.eEarle's account of ye copying of ye play Jul} 4.1796. 


| June 158{1796) Here fellows a copy of my letter to my Sone 


‘a SAMUEL IRELAND TO. Wm.Hy. IRELAND. 


The«letter I received from you last night ial 98 to me only what 
It fina you had been ‘for some time declaring to ye whole Town, 
I-34 therefore did not surprise me so much as it vaula otherwise have 
} done.= Tndeed I cannot be surprised at anything you do - Tf understood 
that the secret was to be divulged to Mr. Wallis, and was then to be 


ber fad 


submitted to his discretion = to conceal or disclose as he thought 


| proper = Not waiting his deci 
| tunity, of seeing pimy you, quit my house and make ae 


1 x 
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ration of the whole to friends whom you have selected, & so it 
gets abroad, fraught with irreparable injury to your future th 
Character & leaving your family in distress & ruin. 

Let your talent be what it may - who do you Dab cect will 
ever sanction you, or associate with you after showing an 
ability for such gross & deliberate asedit tan on the Public 
& those through the medium of your Father. Impo sue cicue of x 
such @ nature, to ye well-being of Society, that the law holds 
eut certain « death as a reward for .it when detested ~ the Subject itt 
is too horid for reflection ae shall therefore leave you to : | 


your own thoughts on the occasion. Mr.Wallis is so ill that I ; 
cannot see him - I find he has all your paner : 
Hen ry Qnd. wie Tnt Hite bad r me ee eho! en hig fue S) a Sa by, oF ‘ 20t 
[Interlude &c.& None of which Mr.Troward told aot 
me yesterday he will, deliver,till he sees you, or that you 5 
send an order for this delivery to me, nor will he disclossp 12 
the Seemétbut on ye same terms. Some of the papers he will "Z 
not even then give upe I insist that you do immediately send 
me an order for him,that he may disclose the whole and like- 
wise deliver all the papers. I find you have parted with all 
your books, tho' you sacredly promised me but a few days before ' 
I left Town, that a few of them should be reserved for me if 
ft chose to purchase them, and what is worse,I find the money i 
’ they have produced is dissapated - and your debts all unpaid, 1erate 
although so fully conscious as you must be of my inability 
to discharge them « I have not words to express the high indigent’ 
mation I feel at your unnatural conduct -— Words and reproaches PC sting 
are now all vain - Yeu have left me with a load of misery and Wiles 
have I fear about you a load of infamy, that you will find 
perhaps mere jifficulty than I shall in setting rid of. 
You mention in your letter that you have always an objection 
to my publishing ye papers - I aver that it is the first time 
pee Ll or my family have ever heard ye insinuation, nor have | » Prom 
I by your manner ever conceived the most distant idea of any paint ] 
such thing - It is not necessary to say that this letter should a 
not be shewn,its contents will evince to you ye syiwien I ® 
entertain of your deceptions, conduct,and of the wretched state 
to which you have reduced: a once affectionate and Lender Father | :ces= 
and a family no less interested in your future happiness. iaaner 
rous 
Sele mt of 
MreBingley desires you would call at Chambers te make an afficevi’ in 
davit of the Execution of Mr.Stokes Art ea of Olerkship, and “a 
he also wishes you would open the Places which are locked up ie has 
at his Chambers otherwise he will have them opened. ily 
I desire you would send the kev of the ae the Wardrobe Mr. 
and the closet in your Chamber = and let me Icnow what the hat 
papers &c.eare that you took out of my tena »~ And I beg that 
no time may be lost in putting ye papers &c. that are in Mr. 
Wallis's hands in a train to be settled - 
nt, 
The next day ye 16th. I received ye fellowing letter from Ht) 
MrseByng at 10 in ye morning. he 


Mree BYNG TO SAMUEL IRELAND. 
Wednesday night. June 15th.1796. 


I went eut of Town before your Son came this morning, 
but left werd where he could see me at ten - he came and wrote 
the enelosed which I send you to read and seal. He told me he 
had written you a long heehee ho cknowledged his error (?) and 
was sorry it had not arrived whilstvI was with you - That night 
having written (?) it he walked home with me and I gave him the 
pare se] te take home and the letter from you. 

He seemed extremely hurt and disappointed as he had hoped more 
from his letter. I must tell you that I asked him if he was 
riding on Sunday,he said"No;upen his honour, I expressed myself 
gurprised, gaying I had seen a person who had seen him. 


ra j a 


Tesoae1 5 Tap NCL MIE i gee 
Walles - Malchell - 


He answered (?) endeavoured (7?) evaded (?) any doubt (?) 
I then mentioned the Pantaloons which he seemed to think 


nobody noticed,and that he need not cever a pair of Breeches 
of Sateen - Allow me to sav,if he ie to be gaved, it must not 
be by harshness,as his mind always seems to harden when 
rae is used towards him,hewever he may deserve it,you ought 
to know best (?) - but I only judge from what I have lately 
ston - he seems quite affected whenever he thinks of you ead 
er his Aumt feel kindly towards him - Let me have a line from 
you and believe me Yours sincerely 

B ° Byng ° 


It is impessible te decypher the whole of this letter.Mr.Ireland 
self evidently could not read much of it,the few words he 
ould make out are written by him over the top of the original 
4 


as = Re Helse 


Cepy of my Son's letter te kh 
in this letter from Mrs.By 


WmeHyeIreland te Albany Wallis. 


Situated as I am at present it would’ be dangerous 
for me to risk.calling en you myself, I will therefore be 
obliged to you to communicate to my Father the whole a 
witheut disguise. Should not your health permit,I will thank 
you. to send the papers to my Father and explain everything 

Im so doing you will much oblige 

Yeur very grateful Servant 
Jume 1621796. SeW.H.Ireland jun'r. 


| Thursday June 16. (1796 ) Having heard much talk of Mr.Mitchel 
the banker in the Strand,about 2% years ago from my Son,I now 
| determined to call on him and this merning saw him. 
I mentioned that his name had leng age been used by my Sen, 

as his good friend,that he had frequently rede with him in his 
Carriage, had treated. him with fr b &e@ e206. that he had promised 
| and even go him many prints and drawings of seod value te 
illustrate Shakespeare's Works with,having heard and known that 
hi peo was very rich in that pursuit and that he had eften 
him that he would furnish him with a better collection 
his Father had er could possess = and that if he weuld 
write out the aye of Shakespeare's plays he,Mr.M.would have 
them haxoad in a very splendid manner for him,in crimson velvet eC » 
: h his ape embroidered en: one side and those of Shakee 

peare ae the other, together with many other strange and wild 
stories that hs had told and to #11 which itr. Mitchel. said,he 
real was ignorant of,mor had ever had any conversation with 
hm Of any such subject and s@ little knowledge had he of 

} 


2 
» @ 
= 


a3 
SY] 


Me 
3 i Lie ae 
a 


my So d 0 
ovhe his persen that when he addressed Mr.M. a long time ago 
1 Christie's Rooms and spoke with him on ye subject of prints 
| Aelia Me begzed his pardon but did not remember toe have seen 
| him before + to which my Sen explained that he had dined with 


MreMe once or twice at my house ~ and then Mr.eMitekell said 


he recollected him and was elad to see him, but further Mr.M. 
declared to me he knew not of him - in any transaction whatever —-' 
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SAMUEL IRELAND TO Wm. Hy. TRRLAND. 


Copy of my letter to Sam written at Mr.Bynets . June 16.1796. 

In my letter of yesterday I forgot to Hint to you, ye dangerous 
predicament you stand in, if you ars,as you say the writer of 
these Deeds your char wick if you insist on this will be soe 
blasted, that no person will admit you into their house, nor oan 
you anywhere be trusted,therefore do noy suffer yourself from 
vanity or any other motive to ica te any such confession. 

) With regard to myself,if you fT ersevere mn what you have said, 


: 
tT can tell you on good bAthert ty, am subject to am action by ant 
every stbscrib fff int you see to what a situation vou have re- at 
| duced me seven to the brink of ruin by your rash and dreadful e 
conduct. the effect I fear you will shortly see in the ruin of aia 
amily,amongst whom is your much injured Father. ae 
a 


| an innocent f 
( 


t 
“SIE 
i 


mn 
June 16th.1796. I wrote ye note to Sam,at three o'clock, He was r 
expect t dl 1eré@ in tr ening, but before I finished it, 
eam ® wand with ye wafer still wet 
tha hen in Mr.Byng's house - Befere I nerate 
lef Mr.Frenklyn came in and appeared ” % 
ful ye guthour of all ye papers, but after 
half an hour's conversation with him,hs sesmed asain to be shook, sti3 
and I found had » an appointment to receive him yo next morning ‘a iis: 
| at Breakfast at 9. I left Mr.Franklyn at Mr.Byng's and came home = iy 


TO SAMUEL TRELA ND. 


June 16th. 1796. >; from 
Sir } 


2 
0 
iS 
td 
if?) 


vaste nee eee ; 3 +4 ‘ 

[ received your letter,and though in parts I own te the justice = 

, “yo ® Ae 2 “oy 

ef your remarks and yet I must cbnfess in other particulars,I 


4. 


2 dhe pry eras = » “ 4 3 ae 
rer,as it seems to be your opinion, 


i or looked uppn by the VYerld I shall ces. 

if & pemphlet wher I xplain ~ hiaein aa 
should then spurn 14,6 reus 
trary I shall proceed nner I mt of 


7. - LT 
av e @ 3 Afi 2 a a Nae’ Ai a ve @ q 1s) 
2 * ; x at 4. Pf As os Seas tel, Sle = = 
f you will show h doubt of his delivering 
~ CI a eels s rh ae a 4 be} 4 2 % 
you & righ explaining the business or should his health 4 ye, 
by x Nat i a4 coe CF LIAR 
de 2 = wrt 
will at } him under my hand - oe 
4% o = a ae 314% i> as = ef 
the Hy. you & take yourself those Mr. 
c ny 2 ~ ++ i 7 eo ] 
mecessary as Fag k: nmter ae «® OUNnNGr papers I will hat 
RNS SR agar sted yyy" eee } 
remit the all have occasion 
xy a+ es oe | 
as they car anyone but mysel 
= 
the 
¥ 
at, 
AG «= 
jp DA ert A 1@ 
We 4 TRET ANT y ¥ ARrTy WATT. Ta 
Vy %e Hy e TR ELAND a f j A LEAN a \ ALLE te i + 


t 3 . ws +t, ort wm fas Nam + 
I would thank you ( if your health will so far permit }) to 
Pather, if not I should be much 


disclose the whole ariair to m F 
«ane ae - nATan “7 mun. (7 wel 
by your showing him the whole account under my own hand 
ad 7 4 ie 108, oi gheers : i te 
un to him the papers which are al present in your pos- 
Ss * rier bag ie &2 ‘ er 


"Nee es ae. A Dhan Gd 4 a * 

by so doing you will infinitely 
2 / waa 9 

Obligre yours &Co&Co 


S otet elLrela an ad Jun ' nh 
MreAlbany Wallis. 


———————— = — 


Wallis - Heard - Chalmers ~ Talhot 


June 17th. Friday. (1796) I called on Mrs.Byng, who seemed much 
alarmed that she had not seen Sam ~- since his breakfasting with 
Mr.Franklyn in ye morning as he promised. This made me UNeASY, 
& I called on lir.F. when I found Sam had breakfasted with him 
& stayed an hour - From thence I returned home &« found Mr.F. 
had called about 3 & expressed his full conviction of his bei 
ye Author of ye papers & wished me to breakfast with him at 9 


¢ 


fe 


ye gest morning. 
I this day saw Hr Wallis, he was very i1l1- *& so distractsd with 

pain that I had scarcely an opportunity of g 

say on ye silks but the result of our meeting was. 

begged would follow his advicey be on terms with Son 

Mm, Mea Wee to a disclosure St ye EET for it was not 


fit I should know them. to this I comsented, & he wrote a no 
9 + 


nN 

AL 

; pr $e o ha 2 Bik kites oa d 5 amy, Ciaaqan » i) 

bo my Son & desired him to be at his house on Sunday next at 12 
z Dobea Ma ot +4 Mina le Pe nap. + 9, 

precise, & after he had spoken with him he woul senc tO Me, « 

ae al 


It should go down & give them a meeting. - 
Saturday. June 16th. Called on Sir Isaac Heard who seemed of 

opinion that part of the papers had been played tri 

some one,but he believed the bulk te be ge 16 HE M 

Chalmers thought the same -~ I requested Sir Isaac to for -ward 

extracts ef a letter from MreTalbot to his 

Dublin in or 

me = 


_ 


5 relation Mr.Heard of 
a | 
G 


> 
i 
s re i ae ew ’ hta Af Sates Ss hia ie te 
jer that he might make his Affidavit to fully exonerate 


tq 
Ss 


ane +o y CTs « 7 rn TT ey ree} 3 = 
Copy of my letier te Sir Isaac Heard June 
| as 7 4 * + = ! ae \ * ~) Bia ie = a” 
that he would transmit it te Dublin and get Tali 
. 1 TAT A D mr Saad NAR A 7 A ~ 
SAMUEL ITRELAN 40 OL LSAAC HEARD. 


fan Toanant 
wll ASBAG, 


— ” A. 
i 


Dear 
I beg reuble you with the fellowi 
Mr.Montagu Talbot's ter; the form of an Affida. 
he is willing tp make te exonerai 

conduct as to the publishing of 


® 


If your friend in Dublin think: 
the form of wording it, I beg the 


sity for it to Mr.Talbet,and that 
ny mind and that of the public - He s@ 


it can be TRAC @ thew ute as 
* 


fe bd na 
2 
3 
A, 


i 
t may be Seat in “the best manner 
¥ x e 


ct 
© 
a 
a) 
= 
je 
7 
as) 
“4 


bet) 

ef making an Oath to this purport - “That Mr.Ireland is innocent of 

iy charge of wishing te impose on,or to deceive the public = in 
lavyine the supposed Shakespeare Papers before them,that he is 
tetally umacquainted with the nature of their discovery that he has 
been only the publisher of them and that the secret is knownonly 
to his Son, to Mr.Montague beled and to a third person whom Mr. 

Pe | ae Py 1 


% eat ee s ea + ? 6 a “ ee Ene wi -&1L, +}, ‘. 
iréland is totally a stranger to'"- Ibeg to acquaint you wésk that 
¥) + 4, 2 bee me 1g — ae racial) Mela ae Lone ee if ae eee, a ae 
he likewise says < if I may venture an opi nion, I think 1 
probable that the papers are genuine « that Vortegern may have 
: ie i | 


* ra) Mg aE. Fe -. We t's ee oy 5 1"? et ee 
been one of Shakespeare efforts in Dramatic Writ: 


+ 5 ay Ee ww € Page 
You will much oblige me Sir, if you will forward to in 
as @arly as possible the form of the above APPidavit to your 
friend, 2 that it mav be transmitted to me as soon as convenient, 
as I meed not say it is to me, a matter of the very first moment - 


If the opinion of Talbat, as abovs« 
papers, can be put i , ) 4 
ney strengthen my cause ~ I remain with best wishes for your 


health * 
Dear Sir 
Your very obliged & obedient Servant 
Sam Ireland 
(1796 ) 
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AVARTICE 


0 by 


Men's minds I liken 
That parches un the 


flesh 


194 


WRITTEN AT Mrs. WINDER'S 


te an Agus-fit 
with fev'reus heat 


Or Changing,aumbs the blood with icy cold 


For as the feelings 
Se are the vi Ge 3] 


os 


Ambition if 
Nere's delight 
Whilst in 
But one I knew that 
Of Avarice,the mea 

Keen Was 
Which but too 
Oft times 
For dealing out 
But 
His 
No sooner 
But like a wolf 
His ereedy 
The Rich, the 
The orphan's tears 
Wor 
Moisten 
Or in his bvbesom sow 
Of thee 0 gentls 
Se burns his 


had his 


+} 


hougcht 


Oé 


He leoks around for 


that 
ired creat 
Pride bore sway in th 
was blood 
Ulysses Art and 


his sye and ra 
plainly 

at school felt he 
with 
At Eve he joined not in 
sullen and reserved 
theughts on nothing 
VTOanre 
let loose 
8 would 
vlog desi ahi 


un the all melting 


the hardness of hi 


lamp of 
And stretched upon the chilling bed of 


are beth eppesite 


attack man! g mind 
Alexander breast 


Drackt vs 

amd cruelty 
Gunnines reigned 
from his cradle bore 
and curséd stamp 
avenous his looks 


at of 


spoke the mind within 
Cerrection's rod 

Usury his stere 
his fellow's sports 


steod all aleef 
bent save Avarice. 
proclaimed him 
upon the feld 
rove on all derrees 
alike his prev 


man 


reach not his flinty breast 
oe eye me 
tear ef Chari TY 


icy heart 
Bead 


LJ 
S 


eas tender 


Pitv..- 


till wasted out 
death 


vain 


life, 


help,but leeks in 


Neo friend is there to seothe his agonv 
Naught save his heaped up gold that round him lies 
Presenting to his soul so many bars r 
Against an everlasting seat above 
Whilst the lean spectre at his elbew stands 
And gririning mecks the torture of his Soul 
Shakes o'er his trembling breast ve pointed lance 
Whieh fast he grins within his boney hand 
Then raisins up his arm he ghastly smiles 
And buries deep the point Selatan: his breast 
Thus Avarices lives by every one accurst 
And goes unpitied te his Mather Dust. 
AN ACROSTIO ON THE ILL-FAYTED AND MUCH REGRETTED CHATTERTON. 
(Copied from the original lines given te Dr.Melville.July 8.1797. 
Cemfert and jey for aye is fled 
| He were will warble more 
|., Ah. me the aweetest youth is dead 
- That e'er tun'd Reed before 
| Thy Gents safe within my breast 
|. Ever shall cherished be 
| Reflection fellows thee in rest 


To seothe thy misery. 


Oppressed with want 
No more I'll liv 


in wild despair he cried 


78, 8wallowed the draft and died. 


Hemet, Joun, a native of France, 
formerly in partnership with Earle the 
bookseller, but sent out of the country 
under the Alien Act. ‘ 
Sturm’s Reflections abridged, 12mo, 1798.—Contra- 
dictions, noy. from the French, 2 y. 1799.—Anugusta, 


nov. from the French, 3 v. 1799.—Odd Enough to be 
Sure, nov. from the French. 


> 


Sunday. June 19th. (1796) My Son was te have met Mr.Wallis this day 


x 


Uiie. 19 Ip pile ihe S05 96. W.HL.- Wallis-Harress 196. 
Byng- Larle - 


at 12 by appointment and after he had had some conversation with 
him I was to be sent for at my request to see mg Son =~ and to learn 
what was his future plam. He did not attend. 


Sunday. June 26th.1796~ 211 Ye 
Harris who dic not seem very eager to Baia ithe sass of nar: but 
said he thought it beat 3 

ferent to that on a former occasion, when “se? } 
en ye subject ofvye play - My Son was in another room at Mr.W 
and I believe had been spouting some speeches to Mr.H. as a sp 
men of his Talent as an Orator - I did not learn Mr.H's opinion 
and I likewise declined seeing my Sen,which Mr.Wallis wished « 


Fs [@d " a LS om aon od = c ro. 2 
July 4th. (1796) Sauedex Monday - Saw Mr.Byne who had heen out of 
; a pe my of? de ; + ms ot 4 ink DA > ss rues Sat as i 
Town a week and hac left a letter with @ parcel for my Son, but 
- 3 2 I. ly 5 1 * 5 _ ln» + im = 
he had not been to his house during the time he had been fone, 


= 


a2 . a > er a i oo 
nor did he,as he said,know anything of him - 


July 5th. (1796) Mr.Earle ye bookseller called and T had a great 
deal of conversation with him on ye subject of ve Manuscripts, 

% 4 4 7 
A vv 


> oe 4h ws 


as to ye probability of Sam's being the Authour of them = 

to which he said he had not the most distant (idea?) of any such f 
thing ~- that he was confident he was not capable of it - 

As te the Play of Henry 2nd.,he says he called accidentally on 

him eat his Chambers taet Summer about ye month of August,when 

he saw him copying from ye Fesnacetn mt MSS.the Play of Henry 

and that he is confide cal he saw 40 or 50 leaves of 1t = 


he offered to take up some cm the leaves of 
sired he would not look at them 7 n 
one. Mretarle is fully satisfied that they Ww 
Play,ancd that he was then copyi 

his full belief ef ye Atthenticit at 
been all stolen from &® person whe did not knew he had st 


sure and if he had been informed of it at the tim é 
thrown them into ys fire,for that ve VYorld should never 
4 sk 
‘ 4 


5 

2 ~~ 3 s.A ae eet x ait ¥ — 
pie Sate with a seignt of them. Mr.H. declared further that 
t to be an elderly : 363 gr 
lal Semper, Mr. Earle promised that he would write out al: 


4 a 
cevuld recollect of this subject and send it to ms - Mr.B 
said that Sam had repeatedly declared that a Death mist 

one ‘ iene a ; 5 4 “ f 
before ye secret could be fairly laid before ys World. 
July Alibi I saw Mr.Bynge this morning who had called 
z 


™ oe] pe i 2 
on of all that passed 


£ 
i 
. a ee | dak 9 = aa ae & 
addition, that he himself v 


above, with thie a G TAS } 2 sacr 

carl 4 oe ~ P > aed Se = + i oo i 
or oath, I know met which,not te say more than that he believed 
+n tg 7 ‘ x ; er ee ie ana i * ; Pe, See fe ee ae 
that if ye party was now to be informed ol ye papers having been 


surreptitiously taken from him,he would prosecute ye party or par= 
ties to Death. 
iB ° ’ ni tty 2. e424 ; ss Pr ae 
About 1. I called on Mr.Wallis,with Jane to see his (Portrait?) 
1 bs 2 tained on my Shakespeare 
publications which ata ‘be near £400,to which he said,you must 
rest quiet and easy for some time =~ and la: ix é Jane,! 
will fetch their full value sometime lt - and be of service to 
her though you may not reap anv advantage f Th 
Bay 5 ap am 2 h 
appears to correberate ye idea jnat threwn out by Nr.Earle, tha 
have been stolen. 


WMeHYsIRELAND TO SAMUEL IRELAND. 


Dear Sir, July 7thel796. 

As you havehinted tc Mr.B. (Byngz) a desire to become 
pessessed of the Play of FREEWYLE, I bez you will accept it,But 
de net let the Scetts bind It as I beught it of them and promised 
not to part with it.I would’ esteem it a favour if you would let 
Mr.B. (Byng) have the Interlude of |/Richard,as I wish to finish it, 
in so doing you will much oblige Yeur affectionate Son S.W.H. TRELAND 
You shall have the Interlude returned but beg yeu will not think 
or Publishing it. 


ee —— 


ODAC ECS eG ee eh, 
Talbot- Bush x 


July 4th- (1796) -Om Friday last Miss Earle teld me she saw my 
Sen in Kensington Gardens en Sunday last and the Sunday befere 
it,with a shortish woman whe appeared te be a girl of ye Tewn 
and not very handsome = he noticed Miss RE. : 


July 4th. (1796) Mrs.Linley told Jane that a friend of hers saw 
Sam in ye Park yesterday with a servant behind him on Herseback --i 


This day Mre.FPreemanm received a letter from Mr.Talbot,a cepy of 
which is here annexed~ 


This day’ Mrs.Freeman met Mr.Mich'l Bush whe said that he had seems 
Sam abeut 3 weeks ago at ye Navy Coffee Heuse, Newcastle Street, 
he was dinind with an elderly gentleman in black,and with whem 

he seemed te be in very close and earnest conversation. 


| 


July 7% ls July 9*/796.WHT- Scott -—Byng.- 146 
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Wm. SCOTT TO SAMUEL IRELAND 


July 7the1796. 

About a year and a half ago Mr.Ireland jun'r called upen me, 
and taking out a small wie me what I thought ef ity 
I answered I theught it very ous he mantioned he found it 
among some old deeds at a gen eman's house, said he thought 


<i 


2 = Se) . " 7a s y = ce aa “ee se ea geen i ar z 

it worth a good deal of mone dic not seem to think he 

(Fe {1 P4448 wi * nm Aas, - - = 2. : “74 os a a 
should 1 2 £10 a Ly more, nol gala BDPeEar t 2 me GO Lich V¥ & anvthing 


: } 
2 ~ WwW Tw 7 5 
6lee in train. 


eral oe 4 a a * . 

rick doy feck finding him at home, 
Sows oe FO p> Ot olan a on 

ollowing effect which I left 


be fo% warded to him,as soon 


CIA nT OUT A wy hey was Cate th Bien 7 
SAMUEL IRELAND TO WM. Hye MTRELAND. 


T ha O os 13% Ll om ned as Pia sy cee gee Br Pk ee tae t O a5 +5 ”" a 

I beg Sam you will meet me on Sunday next atvl2,either at 
2 Vit. 2 9 Dian Tecra wo 8 aaa na BAIS 
Mr. Wallis" or at Mr.Bynge"s, ould be at 
ar ~ oy yy ™, 
iy Some very 


reW's as it is nearer = I ! 
8, therefore ber you will not fail toe come. 

°»~Harle who desire 2 

choose te settle my account t 


If you will let me have ye two other beoks I was te have by 


11 he has seen you = 


¥5 nie Os eT , rj 4 aw A eee sig bt ba + + 
our agreement, I will give Mr.Earle the books ing to our 
* 24 va 7 y “ od . a a | fy 
agreement to ye amount or £20 — 
Tt remain your unhappy 5s,T 


Hnnara T aagtpad 
opoeks I desired 


sor ea sali sa ips 
Lea u : ft 3: be 
+ wl “<5 4 > 
+ wl eae | 1 e 
WOULU Siu & + 
a at ath 
—_ UY WJ Wels 
—_ 


. 
-iLnNSis on my oi 
Satie PS Pi ae > 2 amy of 1 
nz it San's du first to make 
i + rae rh eR m i eee a m 
rt iar injury done - I,however 
a ¥ Fe bt a a 4 


appeared 
uf 


SAMUEL IRELAND TO THE HON.JOHN BYNG. 


Noty vithétanding what passe 


my recu at. + 


+ is ; 
iii 4 ATS ees my Hon 


TL11 meet me- or fonda.y at 4 
be Nate the appointnz Franklyn will 


oS 


1 which will 


take eile Pray tell Sam he need no 

for if he wishes it I will not menti ra@ I y 

seo him on a matter of business. Pray that the 

Plowman is a beek I particularly wa give him 
m 


t3 
exchanges my works to a Pa 
and include the abit NS t ic 
ular desire and I beg he wi i211 fail, to m@ 
ing hi C 


how any can be determined on Por h 
necking Canhehakd . July 9” £796 LT dm ve “te. 


ST a Me — — --- a 


July J ANG August (bel fae daot, WV ilel, Caclfrel— 
Byng- Under - Franklan- Talhol Ea, 


262. 


177 +, (arrer > 


a » 


JOHN SCOTT TO SAMUEL IRELAND 
July 9th.17S96. 


Nearly 18 months ago Mr.Ireland called at Mr.Caulfield's, 
and entering into sable ersation,m entioned that a gentleman of his acs 
.quaintance re in his (abled &® great num D [dee law 
papers which would fill 6 rooms,and were la her tied 

Wi t, 


up on Maken reund the rooms, kre. said o let 
thim inspect them ail,and that he might have what he pleased of them, 
asequence of which he rabbis at some of them,and found a deed 
‘ cespeare,whicn he she } vs 
‘more ww At the same were 
kespeare's,he nentd had 
thé possession of s ng in 
ds of the Gentleman, W! Ly upen 
said he theught he shou. things relative 
espeare,i said perhaps ye are's library, 
he mi@ht find a play of of a week or 
two,he showed me a tract on the ead some of the 
motes,amonsg others a6 was on th Page,in 
Shakespeare mentioned his having ne Globe Theatre. 


{ 


»s 


es raul fe 


Fam Vy ery 
vohn SCO be 


4) J s ween ot Fi . os ‘ ye 
SUN, Bierleswade August 18th.1796 
Aa s+ 
Dear Sir, 
ee at ee RE RD Sen | | id eet AEG Se Yn ae St Pee Se GL Maca ats oan ects 5 a 
i could have been better pleased with your company than 
4 te 7 ¢ 74 AYA aA Att matra tw +n “ry era +h y 
your ieLver "9 W wh yY AG t have come and idled awa Y your vlime Wi th me fr. 
aE is eae ee ae S| = at Pap aon Ph Re 3 ll ized ray ri Pt eh | = ae Ss 
Mre.Beis with me and hea received a long history from Mrs.W. (Winder) 
ar es, 7 Ana +. + am 
you y } eddity Lomper 
1 3 1 BBs (Y, 
GO oa 5 proper, 
° % uy oe ae te at si oe 
A i mA WAL w vet w] i } eh fficulty 
: 1 YYC us “Ay FAT ws FA i 2 ue AMAA + 
3 i; u vi & many wild and inconceivable 
‘i cake ories = he Gs apmianed nen entire wor lavanahian tay Khia EF j and 
NLStveries, L1® é ePrPminea UPpoeNR EOL} Lm 0S VeVORSNLI’Oe »y GO HA& riLenc 
Le eee ee ae ; hos beta ea 17D ee ‘ a ry a va SiS cateetMer oct 
near de AV ww ig ly OR 5 R : emo € d & 1 bE SLL Q re Oe 1d Ww] io Ls @ 4 é vd th Ga vd POLE oe, yi 
nian ahi >. a a . = 
+ the 4 
vY Lid eps nd Ss VF 


Se moa 


WR aaa , Paes ey 
Or ner ov 13 RY 6 teok mis 
= * 4+ 7 
second, f OUCeSter 
Thus the m stant 1 ended « And wheres 
a a } “ ty gy Ley ey y TS om - es * a ™ a oe ma Tr 
his frierdads in Devonshire live and whe and what they are seme ita 
sy “ 1 ¢ ; a Ta axed eT 1. means) Ceeiae Ale ee, Me TS awe wa 
218 well as 't do » I must wish as you must do that the ers were 
ae Sue 4 4 aye ik, Sea a a Bag a Tey oa = rye 4 du In ly ate 4 . 
dy ud Iho how this flight could go to establish them or how the 
oy t im = re¥ > is ils Manic as a tho Weyl ao ex b> 4 ‘4 3 + eae 4 . Ve aN Tt . te bey gy te ns 
Prior ea Fl pas NAP Ln. ELON Os i ie air Liceul” L & SOUL SANA to OTrOV YNen Fe | wy 


3 
caulk gee = oe 

He has not writ | 
or his horse and of 
he has written to M 1% 
his future prospects afe I am iscx 


y hag? 
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Act of this eventful Play ; and there may be more Actes to e€9 pro- 
duced . In the 4th.Talbot may come upon the stage - and in the 
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I shall be Town about Wednesday next. 
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Brendm. 
Aug. 24.1796 

In a letter to Mr.Byng dated in August 1798. which MR,Byng has 
this day Auge24.shewn to Rade he says he will neither write to me 
nor join the Affidavit with falbot to exonerate me from any in- 
tntienal design te impese on ve Public as to ye genuiness oF ye 
Shakespeare lesires to know what annual 
stipend I imself again ve author of 

@ oan doubt h agsortions = 
yot on ye outside is evidentl } 


his 


etter from 
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dently ve postemark of iivertone He says he nas now a good subject 
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for a play and which he is immediately roinge on with to preve his 
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W. HARLE TO SAMUEL IRELAND. 
Church Street Soho Aug. 22nd.1798. 

Sir, 

agreable te your req T have endeavoured to recollect as 
far as memory will assis hat from time, to 
time have pe Shakesneare Paperse 

It is n 4 hin. and ‘seme. wenthe 
art Saphed e Frere I knew he was your Son, when I knew he was, 
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SYMONDS N 0 SAMUEL IRELAND 
Dear Sir, 
A friend has just left us who lately met with a young 
mai in Cloucester travelling on ii in Trousers by the name of 
freland. H he was intimately acquainted with Mr.Byng that 
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antiquities,and when an old book was spoken of,expressed a most 
ager wish te see it,end have it, if money eould ~rocure it « 
j i 


ad that coin of the present reifn was te the young 
precious as old gold,and that he was glad to borrow 
uilnear ja was described as very sprightly and 
outing Richard, one who would have been a choice 
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companion for young Harry and 00. and yoll sated in 
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for certain Folks of like disposition «= 
New who will believe that sp young & man and such a young man 
could have found leisure even barely to transcribe the papers in 
your possession ? The above account of him, correbel rales my. Belief’ t. 
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| Your ever obliged WeHel. 
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and yours - and I shall never the more deubt the Authenticity of 


the Vortigern, the Lear,the Henry,the letters,the timeestained paper - 


and the wax,because of his claims and assertions,and a little timers 
may perhaps unravel the mystery,and enable you to inform the World, 
out of Whose rich treasures these papers were berrowed,and te cone 
fute the &ceptics ~ Yeu will excuse my writing so TT8ély, but as it is 
is on a public subject the sentiments of some Individuals will and 
perhaps ought not to be Private - 

I have not yet had an opportunity of seeing the Baronet's Butier 
about the old portrait - Mrs.".(Brendon) desires her compliments - 
Pray give mine to Mrs.and Miss Ireland and am Dear Sir 

Your obed.and humble servant J.Symonds Brendon 

Bere Court Auge26.17966 

We have some thoughts of going to Weymouth next week for a few 
days - Afterwards if you make your excursion to Sunning,we shall 
be glad to see you and Miss Ireland 


WMeHye- IRELAND TO THE HON.JOHN BYNG. 


Ly 


Copy of Sam's letter to Mr.Byng 
Sunday 4th.§ept. (1796) Bristol. 
At length my dear Sir,I think I have a situathon which is at once 
perfectly retired as well as romantick - I am within a mile of the 
finest spot in the Kingdom which overleoks all the Bristol Channel 
the Sea and the Welsh Mountains. It is within ¥ miles of the Ferry 
which crosses the River Severn at Chepstow - I am obliged to you 
for your particular kindness in discharging my debt to Mrs oW. (Winder) 
as also for the paghs you have been kind enough to take in my affairs 
the more I think, the more I feel myself not only obliged but fereatly 
indebted as you are so much older and consequently confer on me 
such marked kindness for which my dear Sir,you shall never tax me 
with want of gratitude - I Look in the papers now and then and am 
happy to find the business of the MSS.is totally dropped. I hope ~- 
my Father will be at length convin ced, if he is not,iI fear there : 
will be more pride in his mind than real candid udgement 
I went toe Chatterton's sister and made enquiries about that 
unhappy young man I learned eel peb-tp more thak I had already 
heard and read in "Love and Madnes - I also saw the Chests in 
which he is said to have Tounc a parchments,I firmly believe he 
did find some papers containg in prose and verse stories which he 
afterwards embellished and worked up into poetry, be it as it may 
he was @ wonderful young man <- I will again beg of you to apaky 
to my Father and Mr.Franklyn about me you know before my Fath 
said that he would do anything Mr.F. (Franklyn) offered me £30 for 
the first year e I am now pretty well settled but have no money 
unless permitted to draw immediately. I shall however write by 
this post to MreF. and then mention the matter to him.I should 
esteem myself obliged if you would be so kind as to sendcthe saddle 
and bridle by the Bristel Mail Coach to be left at the Georre Inn 
Templegate, Bristol till called for - My letter you will direct as 
under. Pray send for the future under my own name and no fictitious 
one. 1 have a most excellent story mostly formed by myself whith 
I am convinced will have good effect at representation - I shall 
introduce songs &c. wonders &¢6.a8 you hinted - Pray remember me 
most kindly to Mrs.Byng,Henry and Fred and believe my dear Sir, 


Sunday 2 o'clock 
Any letters to be left at MreHawkins. Ostrich Inn,Durdan Dewns 
near Bristol 


If Mr.¥F. (Franklyn) would give me leave to draw on him for a small 
sum or if my Father would assist me,I should be obliged, he I con- 
ceive must have forgot the money I lent him, but memorys are often- 
times treacherous = Sept.16.1798. bristol. 


The above is extracted from Sam's letter to Mr.Byng Sept.16.1796 
Bristel. 
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Dec. 9th. (1796) I returned this day Saturday,from Mrs.Cellins at 
Cheverills,Hastings and found that Mr.Wallis had sent and called 
‘several, times wishing to see me. I went to him the next day - 
Sunday . When he told me I must see my Son,it was become highly 
necessary that he was in great distress - that he was a very great 
{.fentus and was going to publish a Pamphlet in a few days,in which 
“he would avow himself thecAuthor of all the Papers, and after much 
~ eonversation,I agreed to meet him at Mr.Wallis's as the next day, 
Menday 12th. (1796). 

At that hour I went,he met me in the room with much coelness 
* and indifference, said he was the Author of ye Papers and meant me 
ne ill in making me ye Agent to convey them to the Publie. 

He said he was in great want of money and must publish it te 
ret money - I asked him who wrote his Pamphlet - he replied - 
limself, I then turned to Mr.Wallis (whem I begged not to quit 

the teen) and observed that if he wase the Auther and no one was 
called in to correct it,that it would be so illewritten he would 
give himself the lie in all he said,and that no one could believe 
the Author of it,could be ye Author of ye Papers = To which Mr.Wallis 
assented and said he had just told him so,and in proof of it, that 
| he had himself expunged a great many passages that were so bad ag 
| to render it too much so to be read,and in any degree to be credited- 
. He still persisted however in publishing ye Pamphlet and said 
he and his printer would correct it and render it fit for the 
Public eye - I then gave him a letter which I had received from 
MreBingley of New Inn,on ye disagreable subject of his not having 
served out his Clerkship,which with much indifference he read, 
-folded it up and returned it to me without any apology for his 
.-conduct,from which I was in a great measure confirmed in his want 
of sensibility and of due attention towards mp and of the situation 
to which he had reduced me from his very unbecoming behaviour « 
Fully dissatisfied we parted. 


“ wm. Hy. IRELAND TO SAMUEL IRELAND. 
Dec'r 13th.1796. 

Sir, 

| I. should esteem myself obliged if you would return my play 
ef B---~--- as I have received a note which renders my having it 
necessary = I thought also to have found my copy of Henry the 2nd. 
at Mr.Scott's this morning according to promise should thank you 
to send that as it rightly belongs to me - and likewise if you can 

* spare it, I wish to look over the Play of Vortigern = As I 
want of money as I told you yesterday should thank you to s 
Mr.Scott my Rapine and Prints Illustrative as by the sale ofvit 

keep 


I shall be enabled to discharge some small debts and also kee} 
myself from immediate Want -- In a few days I should wish also to 
have my armour, small book-case, press and desk when I shall also 
~sell them and pay my debts according to the turn they yeild. 
I am Sir &c. ; 
W.H.Freeman. Dec,13.1796. 


| W,HsIreland has been the signature first written and altered into 
| WeH.Freeman.G.HeL. 


Enclosed in this rude letter came ye two following imitations. 


There are three pages on which are pasted three documents in the 
Klizabethian hand,the first starts 
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"Worythye freynde" 


| and ends with "Wm.Hy.Irelaunde alias Wm.Shakespeare" 
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Freeman — 
the secend page has 


» Southampton. (signature and a few lines in the old hand) 

John Hemynge (signature) 
Elizabeth R. (signature) | 
William Henry Irelaunde (eld hand) 

WeH.Freeman (in moderm hand) 

William Henry Ffreemamne (and) William Shakspeare (in eld hand) 


the third page (which si probably part of the second but tern eff ) 
has U lines of writing in the old hand with the signature of 
William Shakspeare repeated & times in different ways. 


William Henry Ireland Te Samuel Ireland. 


Dear Sir, 

As various opinions seem to agitate the Public mind 
since my publishing the"Authentic Account" of the MSS.given 
by myself to you, which would tend to frustrate any attempts 
I might make of appearing on the Staze,and not knowing what 
step it is most expedient that I should take as to my future 


welfare,I apply Sir,to you,not for pecuniary aid but advice and 
and perhaps assistance of another kind. 


if you are really my Father I appeal te your feelings a 
a parent,if not,I am the more indebted to you for your care 
of my youthful education &c. And though I cannet expect so 
much, yet I shall hope from you that degree of feeling due to 
every man from a fellow-e-creaturs. 

; I have said ee you are my parent," being at a loss to 
acceunt for the expressions so often used to Mrs.Freeman e 
and which she has repeatedly told me of "that you did not ththk 
me your Son,besides after slight altercations with Mrse.F.=- you 
have frequently said that when of age you have a story to tell 
me which would astenish and (if ‘i mistake not) much shock me « 
Mrs.F. (after my bringing forward the Papers,used irenically 
to say "that now you was glad enough to own me for your Son". 
If my dear ied know anything relating to myself I entreat you 
‘to inform me of it - But should it be merely a story appertaining 
te my Mother which might give me pain,I trust you will bury it 
in oblivion - nay I am sure you will fer delicacy I am well cone 
vinced is no stranger to your boson. 

That I have been guilty of a fault in giving you the 
confess, and am sorry for it,but must also assure you it 
without a bad intention or thought of what would ensue. 

As you have repeatedly said “Truth will find its Basis" go 
will your character (notwithstanding all aspersions) Sy 
appear unblemished to the World. 

Te the above expression I also ek dare though my Pamphlet 
compared with my Vortigern, my Henry 2nd. &c.&o.&oe and may for the 
present convince the World that I am er Author of them, yet,Sir, 
I most sacredly appeal to my God,that time which developes truth, 
will authenticate the contents of my Pamphlet and thereby "Never 
erring, Truth finds its Basis" - 

I am exceedingly sorry you did not -(before the publication 
of your book) inspect the papers in Mr.Wallis' possession (and 
which I understand you might have seen) as they contain no other 
than @ similar account to that already published by me - I make 
this remark as it still threws a Mystery on the business,and 
will give the World an idea of some concealed account being di- 
“vulged by me to Mr.Wallis. 

But tre principal purport of this letter is to inform you 

of my wish of setting into some situation and way of life which 
may keep me from starving . I use this expression,as it ams soon 


come to this crisis - You Sir,have many acquaintances that might 
aid me in getting some situation,for I’ care not what it is so I 
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can but depend on it- The money which I have received for my. 
Pamphlet I have been living upon,and that must soon be quite 
exhausted. As to writing for the Stage,I can do that at my leisure 
heurs,but can place no certain dependence on it - If any person 
would give me a situation which required Money den ,I would write 
for them }ill something succeeded which might repay them the sum 
required + If you will mention this among your various friends who 
may have it in their power,you will save me not only from want, but 
from despair = Farle ? .. 

‘The sums which are ewing to Mr.Cuthill and Mr.Sael (?) I am sure 
they. would take out in yeur works,which payments would much ease 
my mind if you are willing and will request Mr.Scott to undertake 
the business,I shall feel myself? particularly obliged - by my con- 
duct in money matters, you well know,Sir,I should not refuse you 
guch a request. MreHarle's account is reduced te about &10 - 

If you will consider this letter and particularly that part 
which alludes to my present¥situation you will forever confer an 
obligation on him who subscribes himself 

Yours ever 
WH. Ireland. JanVy 3rd.1797. 


Pray Sir,remember me kindly to all. 


William Henry Ireland To Samuel Ireland. 


| Dear Sir, 
I shoukd esteem it a favour if you would deliver into the 
i hands of Mr.Sctt,my wardrobe,the Imitation of Kain and any other 
| articles that may still remain belonging to me,and I am in particular,’ 
| want of them at present,particularly my wardrobe, in so doing you 

will much oblige youre &c.&c. 
W.H.Ireland. Sunday the 19th.March1797 


William Henry Ireland To Samuel Ireland 


Dear Sir, 

As you have many objections to letting the wardrobe go 
out of your hands,,and as I shall not wish to displease you by 
formally sending a Broker to appraise it,I beg you will yourself 
act ag Autioneer and fix what you think it worth,I shall be satis- 
fied. 

Did not my situation require assistance believe me when I 
assure you it should be yours for nothing - with love to all 
Believe me dear Sir, yours affectionately 
March £8th.1797. W,He Ireland 


Mr.Cole has received a letter from Mr.Talbot avowing my Pamphlet 
to be true #- I shall copy out the lines on Lewis as you expressed 
a wish to have them. 


March 3ist.1797. I went over to Mr.Scott's in Houghton Street in 
order to see my Son and speak with him on the nature of the fore= 
gsoing letter and of his future situation in Life, he addressed me 
in a very cold unfeeling manner,neither touched his hat nor offered 
his hand,nor did he ever express any contrition for what had passed- 
I told (him) I neither did nor ever would believe him to be the 
Author of the Papers - till he gave specimens of his ability equal 
to what I had in my pessession - He had the audacity to say “he 
could not write for he had no money"= I asked him what he had been do%8 
doing for 10 months past - and said that in that time I could prove 
he had received more than £150 - to which he said he had paid away 
|-a great deal,and asked me,if his Pamphlet was so improper a publi-, 
cation and so illewritten why did I not give ye £10 that he wanted 
when I saw him at Mr.Wallis' just‘before his publication,to which 
I said,had I made you any such offer,you would before this have 
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told it to the World in another Pamphlet,and have stated that I 

-had tampered with you te buy you off from declaring to the World 

that you was the Author of the Papers,he then again and again 

asserted boldly that he was the Authar of the whole,I then called 

) for preefs without which neither ye World nor myself would: credit 
him - He said he cared not. for the World and as for myself he was . 

sure I never would believe him ye Author «He said his lines on the 

death of Louis ye 16th. ought to prove it . I replied,then lay 

them before the Public and let them form their judgement - For as 

4t stood he was rmhined,and that I believe he neither could nor 

would be able to bring proofs that would convince the Public,he 

Said impudently,"*those are beld and hard words for any man to 

dare to say"= On which I observed I was not accustomed to such 

kind of language « and withdrew dewn stairs - In the course of 

the above conversation I called up Mr.Scott to be witness to what 

passed,at which he was present ~- In the course of this interview 

I mentioned that Mr.Palmer had been with me several times and 

had told me that he believed him the Author of the whele and had 

proof that he was agreat genius and must not be lost and to con- 

firm this, that he was writing a play on ye subject of Richard list. 

and that he should have ye first act ready in about 10 days- when 

he hoped I would come to his house & hear it read, fo which I 

agreed and Mr.Byng who was then present with me, requested to 

attend me to Mr.Palmer's at ye reading, to which he consented . 

all this, my Son said, was untrue declaring that all he had said 

to Mr. Palmer was that he intended to write on the subject but 

had not fixed when mor did he know when he should begin,and that 

the whole Mr.Palmer had told me was untrue"- 


Wme Hye Ireland To Samuel Ireland 


Dear Sir, 

I cannot well express my thanks for your kindness, for 
which I trust I shall ever be thanhful & believe me had I not : 
really wanted the money, would not have troubled you for it at 
all - If I effended you in our last interview I assure you it 
was not intentional,as it cannot be reasonably supposed, I should 
wish to make a beach when I ought to cultivate a friendship, but 
if I have erred,I mest sincerely beg your forgiveness 

Believe me dear Sir,yours ever ; 
: WeHe Ireland. 
Wednesday April 1£th.1797. 
Pray remember me to my Aunt,Aanne and Jane. 


SAMUEL .IRELAND TO ALBANY WALLIS. 


Oot 1st.1797. 
Dear Sir, 
T have been absent from Town for a considerable time 
and on my return have had very unfavourable accounts from my 
Publishers and Beoksellers,on ye subject of a Work entitled 
"The History and Picturesque Views on the Wye",which I have at 
very heavy expense laid before the Public - I sheuld net have 
troubled you with this letter,butvfrom ye nature of ye incone- 
| venience I sustain,which I am imformed has arisen from ye very 
| injurious and illiberal conduct of my Son,relative to the Shake. 
speare MSS-« The effect of this conduct has been not only a loss 
of Character but of a very heavy pecuniary loss - not only in the 
publication above alluded to but in other things of the same nature, 
| so great as to prevent any future attempts on my part of a simi- 
| lar kind,by which I have for many: years been most amply repaid 
both as to credit and advantage =» thus circumstanced and after 
the most selem declaration of my entire innocence in the busi- 
ness of the papers,!I refer myself to you whose name has stood 
ferward in the whole proceedings and as having besides had fre = 
quent communications with my son.on the occasion,to beg your 


advice and interference,in order’ that I ge by some means be 
more fully exculpated from any. unfounded oc arges brought against 
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me by the Public or by the interested and malevolent part of it. 

The most sure and effectual means of doing this,I conceive would have 
have been for my Son as he declares himself the Author of the Papers 
to have laid before them,a practical effusion equal to those in my 
‘possessien. This he certainly has had time arid epportunity enough 
‘te have accomplished had he been capable and there is little doubt 
‘but that (as he says ) he has been inspired on a former day the 
same inspiration may again have its influence gincr edible as inspi- 
ila appears to us at ye present moment = if he is not the Auther, 
metwithstanding his declaration why not say who is ? and boldly 
bring forward his: colleagues in this iniquity and let them bear the 
imfany of their crime and relieve his own family so highly injured, 
from the obloquy and disgrace they are new labouring under - 

A Tihave no communication with the Author of this unparahleled 
linjiry and as you may pessibly have a4 epportunity of conversing 
with him on these subjects you will gyatly oblige me waske by an 
tnterference in order to establish truth and to restore that con- 

fidence with the World I have tong possessed aid to wi h I am in 
justice still entitled but for his unjustifiable Cor 

He has likewise lost that confidence with the Yor1d h 
he has to encounter most probably yet he will witinetely to come 
and in which candour and integrity prove his surest and best guide - 
} *~I remain Dear Sir, &ce- 


William Henry Ireland To Samuel freland. 


iGame to my hand Nov.1st.1797- 


Dear Sir, 


I was sorry te find by your letter which you sent Mr.Wallis 
that you have sustained a considerable pe ecuniary less on your late 


publication on the River Wye which you wholly attribute to my con- 
duct in bringing forward the MSS. I can only again assure you that 
I am most sincerely serry and confess myself 1 whelly in fault, but 
as to throwing any new light on the subject of thp papers that lies 
not in my power «- I am willing to make oath to the whole or any 
particular part of my Pamphlet,but as to contradicting (even in the 
smallest degree) a single assertion it contains,that Sir,I never can 
‘do without involving myself ina falsehood equally blameable with 
that which I first practised in debit eabage lin the papers to ranainitite 1h 
\Nay, though det iieane should be the recompense of my compliance I 
would not de it. Believe me Sir when I again assure you that were 
jyou to live a thousand years you will gain no further hah edge as 
ito any circumstahkce relative to the papers except what I have told yoi 
you and the World in my Pamphlet « 

I have to return you many thanks for your kind offer ef assisting 
mé &S much as lay in your power as also for your advice concerning 
my future line of life - The Stage I have not the smallest objection 
to and have even made various enquiries concerning it,but that it 
is first kde to be received in Lendoen ere you can get an en- 


gagement elsewhere. My wish was and still is to quit this Kingdom. 
I was lly apa of procuring some settlement on the Stage in 


fe 
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America but I find it is absolutely necessary to have f it appeared 
in fngland - If,Sir,you could in the least aid me in pre curing some 
situation,or would render me any assistance whatever I should be 
extremely thankful - I have at this time plate in pledge for &7 
‘which originally cost sixteen all in which I am in a likely way of 
forfeiting as the year will expire in a fortnights time, owing to 

my inability even to pay the interest,besides whith I have been 
living fer the best part of six months on my wife's clothes,linen, 
furniture &c. and to prove my assertion I can produce at this time 
upwards of 30 tickets = Thus,Sir, I lay myself open to you if you 
lcan any way assist me you will confer a lasting obligation. 

“If not,I request that you will destroy this letter,nor ever 
imention a Syllable of its contents,for it is enough to know oneself 
}poor without enjoying either the World! s facetious pity,or cool 
contempt. With kind remembrances to Mrs.Freeman, Miss Ireland Rey 


Believe Dear Sir yours still most affectionately 
S.WeH.Ireland 
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P.S.e MreScott informs me that I one day passed you in Maiden Lane 
but took not the least notice of you,this breach of good 
manners was not,l assure you, intentiona 1,had I seen you I 

hould not certainly have been guilty of sugh «a pointed affront. 


Nash =- Dover Street opposite Hay hill- 


William Henry Ireland To Samuel Ireland. 


Came to hand about Dec.l1st.1797. 


OL}, 
When I last wrete to you entreating your assistance,it was not 
th from a supposition that I should be at all benefitted by 
pplication, but merely uphhaes what was told me by Mr.Wm.Scott - 
you was willing to render me any assistance in your power 
provided the World were not acquainted with the transaction" 

It was to preve the sincerity of this Voluntary offer that alone 
induced me to send the letter in question - and for the particular 
and pointed attention with which it has been trakbég, I shall ever 
feel myself most gratefully obliged - my earnest wish was, that it 
should not be made Public and that widgh I am convinced both Mr. 
Paimer and Mr.Wyatt will vouch was most religously adhered to - 

When I am again under the disagreable necessity of Petitioning, 
it shell be te these whe have sufficient feeling to know that a 
gentle refusal is enough without the addition of making thecaffair 
public as well as treating it with silent contempt ~ 
Though I have not as yet been honoured with the s 
and 


Scott's journeyman at one shilling 1 sixpence per de 
happy to find myself so rapidly advancing to preferme: 


I amuastonished to find by report that although Mrs.Ireland is 
lawfully my wife and has for sixteen months past conducted herself 
in the most irrepro cehuemapsialr manner, that calumny has not spared her, 
but branded her with the title of my mistress - If Sir,you chance 
to hear these ed ae “of the day,I would thank you to contradict the 

them, for though they affect me or my ys but little, yet they 
tend to are me a strong assurance that I have some enemies whg 
endeavour still to injure me as much as possible in the World%s 
esteem. Ye tSir,if i lah will not do me this kindness, you will not 
surely refuse it to my wife,who in . the cateologue of her failings 
has still the worthy pride of scorning an obligation from these by 


whom she esteems herself undeservedly calumniated. 
Seme eight weeks ago I met you by appointment at Mr.Scotts 

for the purpose of finally adjusting our account and when we 
‘parted without ence entering on the business = If you would be 
kind enough to send me as soon as possible an account of what 

I am indebted te you on our Exchange and other transactions I 
sheuld feel myself obligedcas it would not only acquaint me with 
the true state of our account, but free me from the disagreable 
and unpleasant thought of being perhaps two or three hundred pounds 
in your debt. 

Iam Sir. &c. WHafreland. 


John Bortindor To Samuel Ireland. 


Sire 
I have searched through all the Books I have now By) me, but 
cannot find the one I had in my possession about four years ago 
| in which the anecdote of Shakespeare was related os respecting his 
hl everset on the Thames in a wherry - but I think the cir- 
cumstance of his being saved,was by the waterman tak ng him by 
the hair les caleerpe with him th shore;- it was an o od pook of 
Anecdotes,do not remember the title,and am fearful I left it at 


Halifax with seme other books of mine. 
8 am Sir,your very obed.servant 


John Bortinder 
Monday 14th. Dec.1797. 
To Samuel Ireland Esq. 
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WILLTAM HENRY IRELAND TO SAMUEL IRELAND. 
Received this letter from the hands of J.F.Newton Esq. 
Wednesday Morning Dec.20th.1797. 


Dear Sir. 
When I heard cag intention of bringing me forward to 
extricate you from being at all concerned in writing or composing 
the Papers » L did not imagine the trial would have so soon taken 
place (asI understand from Mr.Newton it will) or I should not 
have objected to remaining in England & doing everything in my 
power to serve you or the family - But as your dinwed ter is dear 
to you equally so ia mine to me I therefore beg that T may openly 
in the Court before my God and Country,avouch % to the truth of 
every portion in my Pamphlet. If you wish me well you cannot surely 
refuse promoting towards me. Tf not I shall myself 
prepare an Affidavit to that purport and unless suffered to make 
t nothing shall compel me to utter a syllable® 

Yours &Ce 


es 


Re 


:] 


W R. Treland. 
To Mr.Ireland. 


DOWDESWELL TO SAMUEL IRELAND. 


- Sir 

| "In the autumn cf 1796,I had the pleasure of meeting your Son,’ 7% 
MreWeHe Ireland, at the house of Mr.Winder and at the request of 
Mre.Vayner Winder gladly assisted him with the loan of five guineas, 
and understanding that he was going into the West of England,invitew 
him to pass a day with me at the house of a friend in Shrewsbury, 


t 
x 
ma letter to 
C 


ousé 
at which place I then resided = I therefore gave hi 
my Agent at Pull Court,desiring that he might be accommodated there 
while he chose to stay in that neighbourhood,imagining that he 


might take some views,or gather some information which might be - 

serviciable to you in your intended snail I had 

instructed my Agent MreStone to ijutercept you on your journey 

and to request you to make Pull Court your head-quarters - 
While at my house Mr.W.H.Ireland borrowed a further sup of 


six guineas of my Agent which with a covet account he left unpaid a 
at Tewkesbury, and at the Forry house makes mg present demand of him 
£12 = 7 =0 and this he promised Mr. Stene, he would repay me by a 

rathmt,but as neither myself nor Agent have since heard from him, 
i have thought proper to make you acquainted with the business 
and am your humble servant 


DOWDESWELL 15Stratton Street 
April 17th.1798. 
To Samuel Ireland Esq. 


MeeSGUDESUELL--26 SAMUFL IRELAND TO Mr.DOWDESWELL 


To Mr.Dowdeswell 
Sir 
The receipt of your favour has given me great uneasiness 
and is in addition to those ills that have already occurred from 
j fe) 


i 
the sad misconduct of my Son ~ Previous to the you mention 
ef his being with you ye Autumn of 96 - he had quitted my house 
several months nor was I at all informed of his motive nor where he wa 
he was gone,and it appears by your letter that he grossly deceived 
you by talking of my coming to that part of the World,when he 
knew my engagements led me to a very distant quarter - 

His talk of assisting me in my Peake of drawing 
equally an imposition as I do not know he has the Leas 
of Art - I amm sorry to observe that his deceptions c 
only with me but with the World,has been such as to ner 
many respectable persons in pecuniary losses similar with your 
own and that they are too numereus and so ager as to render it 


impossible for me to interfere in discharge of the same = 
Should I ever be enabled te convey to him through any channel 


(as I am and have ever been unaquainted with his situation sinc® 
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he quitted my house) I will use every means in my pewer te 
induce him te an honourable discharge of your debt- and of 
ethers that are equally his duty to attend to. 

I am @ir, yours - &G. 
April 21st.17398. 
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MONTAGU TALBOT TO; SAMUEL TRELAND 
Carmarthen. Nov.1795. 


Dear Sir, 

If,since I left London I have had a leisure t@ment to 
keep my word & write you an re i ef the Papers of Shakespeare 
I have not had spirits sufficiently collected owing to hard study 

hurry of business, to ag you the precise account ef them, I 
wished you should have from my hands - I have now the pleasure 
to communicate all you will in honor require from me & all I can 
ever reveal to you & the World - The Gentleman in whose possession 
these things were found,is a friend of mine, & by me your Son 
Samuel was introduced to his acquaintance e- One merning in 
runnazing fopm mere curiosity sere old lumber consisting of Deeds 


0 
Books &c. in a closet at my friend's house I discovered a Deed 


with the signature of William Shakespeare which induced me to 
read part of it & on finding the words "Stratford-on-Avon, t was 


4. 


convinced it was the hand-writing of the famous English Bard:- 
With permission of my friend ( whom If will in future call Mr.H-4 
I carried the Deed to Sam knowing with what enthusiasm he and 
yourself regarded the works of that Author, or any trifling 
article he was’ pos sessed of, tho' was prepared to see my friend 
samuel a little pleased with what presented to him, yet I did 
not expect that great joy he felt on the occasion - he told me 
there was nothing known in the Vand-writing of Shakespeare, Valede 
his signature to some Will or Deed in Doc tors Commor 

a 
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a a 


i S, m: pr ssed 
me to carry him to H's house that he might see if ere 
amongst the lumber I hax 
immediately complied wi 
mornings we passed some ho 
Deeds, most of which were 
labor was rewarded by find atiag to Shakespeare 
these we took away, but never without H's Permission. At last 
we wers so fortunate to discover a Deed, in which ur Yriend 
‘was materially concerned - Some landed property which Ticats long 
been the Subject of Litigation was here taaeet ined, and H's 
title to it clearly proved. H. now said in return fas this 
whatever you & ir. Trelan ad find set clu the Lumber, be what it 
may shall be your own"=- (meaning those 7 which we should 
asses oma} vernmesihaveapeared-)-Shorsiy gis-L-lefs-Lenden, 
faa-¥ ¥eu- prize for being Shakespeare' shertly after this I 
left Lon don, ( as you may remember) on my f t 
pa J 


b avorite sic Da naam but 
previous to my departure made ti 4 
te a 
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epoken of, any other suc 
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asting, but our 


Moo 


agreement with my 
Friend Sam, that if he for ib aod iscover any papers 

ef Shakespeare, the publicatio ee use of wntoh any pecuniary 
Advantages should accrue, sudh "profite should be equally divided 
between use H, just before my departure strictly enjoined us 
never te mention him as the possessor of the Papers - tho',I 
wished,until Sam should have cempleted his researches,that little 
should be said on the subject,yet I was ignoranr why He. = when 
ths search was finished should still wish his name concealed . 

I theught it absurd and could not prevail on him to mention 
his reasons,the' from some trifling unguarded expression, I was 
at last induced to believe,that one cf his Ancestors was a con- 
temperary with Shakespeare in the Dramatic prefession and that 
as he H.e- was a man some bod known in the World,and in the Walk 
ef high Life, he did not wish such a circumstance should be made 
public «- this Suspicion wis (as it will presently appear) well 
founded = 

Whilst I was in Dublin heard to my great joy end aston- 
ishment, that Sam had discovered amongst the Lumbsr,the Play of 
Vortigern and Rowena, the manuscript of Lear, &c.&c.ékc. 

I was impatient to hear every particular and principally 
fer that purpose made my late visit te London - I found B.- 
(what I always thought him) a man of strict Honour,and willing 
to abide by the Promise he made in consequence of our finding 

he Deed,by which he benefitted *#c much - He left us te adjust 
between ourselves the Division ef the Profits,and the felléwing 


@ by G 
a) 
@ * 
Rl, 


oye 


o- 
4 


eens i ET a ia REE SHOT IT TET 


PG sol AcEA MA Qa 


reselution made between Sam and myself met with his concurrence; 
that in oonest a uence of Samuel's diligence,and my negligence in 
searching for these valuable articles,and some other Agreements 
between ourselves (which are immaterial to mention) that had been 
made before my departure from London; I should not receive,as 

we had agreed an equal sha re, but that Sam sheuld receive two 
thirds of the Profit,arising from the performing and publishing 
the Play of Vortigern and Pirwewel aie I only one - 

I will now explain the Reasen of H's. secrecyjs- On account 
of your desire to give to the World some Exple nation of the 
Business,and your ite tome me that such Explanation was necessary, 
I renewed my Entreaties to him to suffer us to discover, his name, 

lace of abode, and pean Circumstance of the Discovery of the 
Papers; but in vain. I proceeded to prove as well as 1 could 
he Folly of its Concealmen it,when he produced a Deed of Gift, 
which he had himself found in the Clos Ob, just before my Depar- 
ture Trom | hse vega January last;but which I had never seen 

before - by this Deed,William Shakespeare assigned to John ---- 
who it seems was really an Ancestor of our Friend He=- ,every 
article contained in an upper petit Consequence of their 
having passed together many evenings in moral discourse,and in 
smoking their Pipes together in ‘that very Apartment 


Le} 


° 
The Articles as, Furniture, Cups,a Mir iiature Picture,and many 
other things,are specified in the Deed,but excepting the Minia- 
ture, (which was lately found amongst the Thasbee and which is a 
likeness of Shakespeare himself) and the Papers,very few of 
them remain in H#8- hands,and the rest unfortunately cannot be 
traced. It is supposed too that many Valuable Papers have been 
lost or destroyed as the whole Lumber has never remembered to 


have been at ail valued or guarded from the destructive Hands 
eof the lowest Domestics - 

When I parted with you a few weeks since, H.- promised 
that the Deed of Gift above mentioned should be 
erasing or cutting out the name of the Grantee - 
visit te my Friend H.- with San,he weute-ammeasasesy~revere 
kaic-peemise again enjoined us never to make his name known to 
anyone,declaring,if we did,he would immediately revoke his 
promise and claim the whole again as his own property = 

I hope,my dear Sir,i ha t , 
these circumstances and tho'’this acc 
perfectly to satisfy 1 cor ipa Pro! 
more, yet the Libe =i 
just Reasons To: 7ithhold ling ¥ 

I most earnestly beg tou will 
3) Rowena,as soon as it can be conve 
the te ing marked according to the cur 
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f Mr.Talbot'sccame to hand, 
er end of Nov.1795. my Son 
rein mentioned: from Shakespeare 
ure,as mentioned by. Talbot in ye 


& short time after this letter 


ing repeatedly told my Son, that,if 
any erasure was made or paper stuck over any name, would not 
wish to have it, conceiving that such circumatance would invali- 
: ett es T istently lay it before the 


date the Deed and I ceulid not cons 
1 . 
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April G* vesieyi Talbot oe 


SAMUFL IRELAND TO MONTAGU TALBOT. 


Dear Sir, 
I have reason to make some Peliigend =) for not answering your 
| letter befors,but the many eng ta I have hed, and a conscious- 
| wess that my sen corresponé ead wit you has cause this del ay = 
I now take up my i my good witythe most painful 
and oppressive that 3 ‘aged in in the course of 
my pit ess matter of no less consequence than that of the happiness 
ef myself and family and perhaps me e 
L need not say that this sub 
through your original discovery 
possession _ The originality of 
totally disbelieved by many.The 
from the mysterious manner in whi 
and from my total inability to 
en that head.« When I received t 
whom ~ had reason to believe well-skilled 
of knowledge,necessary to give a sanction 
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1@ Shakespeare Mov. whi 
to my Son,and from him into my 
em has bee eubted aL some and 
ree of these doubts has been 
they wer first aiueeeeces 

ublic any satisf 
jed to various person 
in the various branches 
t 
e 
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o the belief or disbe. 


Lief ef their originality,these opinions being favourable to the 

latter, together with a full conviction on my owm part both from 

their per ser eene and the manner in which they came to my hands 

vYizi- as being frou m tae whe I, cannot iaeerae would be so base, 
ee 


1. 
as t 
~ : ,- —T— ~ r 
an accomplice with an 
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hig 
“J 
2 ~~ , wr — 3 - 2 2 < = iM Es 2 Fp ; * eon ee a pee Kh: it » = - 9 as Pp 
6) juve’ 9 me and his family in imfamy and ruin by becoming 
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have been but illereceivec 
cuniary loss. 


The Play of Vortigern has likewise been represented and has 
met with alfate that s involved me still farther in inconvenience, 
31. 


I have been abused publicly vately for such an attempt 

to impose on the Town and I hear the public determination is t 
pursue me even to ruin - This I cannot but feel most acutely as ~ 

| being totally ignorant of having done anything injurious» 

| I feel it therefore,incumbent on you and indeed a duty that 
you owe to my injured family to give ome relief on this occasion 
and to sGéand forward in some way or other to exculpate me frem the 
imfamy that at present inadvertently lay under 

| premised to my tlemen of 


I 

on gome time azo,that two gen 
pendence should be called in ‘and 
e of the discovery of the pa] 
aken an Oath never to divulge to the World what 
satisfied as 
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previously 
| know,but to avow publicly that they a 
| Prom whenc 


e 
Lite & 


t 
e they come and of their being genuine. fo this propo- 
sition I can see no reasonable objection and beg to know what is 
your opinion of the plan,and that decidedly and without delay - 


ai ’ 
11 give me permission te 


In your answer I likewise beg you will g i 
publish the letter I received from you in Nov Retest de: something 
effectual must and shall be done and that immediate to rescue 
me from the unhappy predicament in whigh I now ae dan 

eee f° agian you that I do not consider you as accessory 
to my publishing these papers,but as they come through you I hope 
and trust you will ig some way render me the justice te exculpate 
me from any intention of doing ill,or should it be a forgery 
wnich I think impossible,exonerate me from being at all an ace 
accomplice in the business.- 

I beg the favour of you to give me a line immediately on 
receipt of this and you will oblige your very obedient Servant 


hcocks,No.4 Clarendon Street Dublin. 


he Mr.Montagu,at ! 
Saturday April 9th. 


et rem 


April 151796 -Talhot 


MONTAGU TALBOT TO Mrs. FREEMAN. 


230 
DUBLIN 1s. April 1796°* 


Dear Madam, 

Se much do I lament the u 
Mr.ireland is btnuvelved, that I most reac 
power to extricate him from i 0 
O02 th 8 


+ 
do everything in my 
vith my own honour and 


mY ahr ‘woe @ — = SD ae ea ey aoe 
fhe offer I shal make therefore will I hope be accepted desi in) 
wet . 2 4 * wet J Ln a > a t + hs 
Tinitely without urging anv more Drovnos inee anv others must 
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gr a) 
y be ined by me though my life were the forfeit 
for being secret = I will make an Affidavit Jointly with Sam 
yiand is innocent of any forgery im mpthted to him, that 
quainted with the discovery of the papers as 
: nal that he has only been the publisher of them- 
fand that the secret is known to “more than Sam,myself,and a third 


manm wham Wr oe ‘ , i : 
“person whom Mr.Ireland is not acduainted with - * 
If our making this Affidavit and the publication of it will 


1yl shall be the most miserable of men 
were I conscious of being in any manner instrumental to your mis- 


serve Mr. Ireland, Sam and vt byt are beth willing to stand forward= 
SY = 
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fortune which I hone will not turn out as bad as your fears suggest 
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of which IT am yet unaquaint’ .o mention ti rticulars of 

the discov dull hedoan obtained from me an account of all I knewe but 

this was at a time when he had proceeded to far te retract had I 
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known and acquainted him with any circumstance unfavourable te the 


some believe eé absolute Forreries,it would have been my duty not 


? av 
manuscripts, may,had I known at this time the papers to be what 
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If I may venture an opinion,I st 


ma. ent i111 think it probable that 

the papers are genuine and that Vortigern may have been one of 
shake om i 

5 3, aiso with 
a line ~ since I have the pleasure to answer your letter - he has 
desired myviepinion respecting a plan he proposes of making two 
gentlemen of respectability acquainted with every circumstance 
who are to vough to the World authenti isobbd nc the manue 

1 L 


Mr, Treland also desires ~ wil: 


letters of mine —- a Letter whi i to make no 


improper use of but which hs 3@i d te have ‘for the purpose 

ef explaining more particularl Preface the nature of the 

Discovery - I cannot consent to have made public - I will make 

the Affidavit bafore as soon as I shall hear from any 

of ar Pamily that acceptable = With the ih Mig gal 
; " = | 


Norfolk Street Strand London, 


® predicament in which 


Copy of a letter for Mr.Montacu Talbot from 


May 29°1796 - Tathot.- Perry ~ Austin - 232 


Mrs.Freeman ‘'o Montagu Talb 
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frs.Freeman, 


London. May 29th. 1796. 
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Ireland to take upon hinselt the Secret, to serve an injured & 
suppressed Family (& being himself as we always thought cenvinced 
ef the Authenticity of the Papers) consented #* was by written 
agreement, drawn up by Sam + which had been shewn to near 30 


gentlemen,to see the Party, & from his own pei hear the 
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the circumstance of yf 
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ONVersation and on her s ay ing she wrote ih em, I asked her what 
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he Shakespeare MSSe, 


WanUBC riptes Ai 
Bae Age aa? Yes, Madam I wrote them all meals and think it very <6 

rd te lose them. She teok her leave ted her Hackney to 
Mr.Wallis'. He was a& from heme & we have not heard anything 

Mr. - sid stn id asked where gs} Lived & she replied, 

eur recounting this storv am, he seemed 
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sible to transmit 
& have it properly 


. 
+ 
e S dha ‘ = «s ay of - ~ 4 4 ey 
witnessed & if you who are able so fully to 
de 
ft 


ee 
faity—t prove our innocence can add any surergth to what you 
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have there written or sive anv fresh information relative te 


Papers I trust you will think it a justice 
: " wild ink it a justi 
amily & your af? 


a ee oon 
res6man. 
- 9 af - i ee ate ot a 2 2 sie & - ~~ ’ 
Jans & Mr.Ire land unite in Comn sie 
ws Ot m ra : " 
Ce LO Talbot 
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sae, | — » : + Fae % 4 3 ae Ka r a le 
Copy ot ‘Serer . 3 ‘ o Mr.ialbot. 
i June Léth.1796. 
hy 4 vi 
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= anes ae We ee : dh sate al s ~ L. > - = 
i ANaVe WALLEeC in anx1ous expectation of an answer to 
Tatton . vit SO { t+ T requested 


r Syne alles ) i, arn oY £ 3 
Latter ¢ ir May 29tneor ov Gre as 


yeu weuld ferward with all speed the Affidavit that in yours 
of April 15th. to send us = "As soon as 


yeu ann hear from any of the Pamily that it was acceptable." 


fede jut: 
af ee 


a ze rae) r - $8 =" “ {a . . * * 7 « 
At -iveland ¥Ont Cut oO! own for a few days on Sunday May 2&9. 
; 7 Ith Vrs 
1801 WLtn Mrse 
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nieht. Sam was to 
de Sun op 5 4. 
d ass ating with 
feninge,we found that 
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4 
his. ¥ ee seth bchonte amas ; 
takine advantage had that morning packed up all 
: : P a ie : a ae eae é , Ee ee = ‘= 
his things and left the house,nor has he ever been near us since - 


(prempted I presume by vanity) since not any of his friends have 
jiscevered the Literary genius in his cha- 
racter,he circulates ne . 
1 f° . Ba Bs es ein er 7 
Pavers and the Plays of Vortigern,a nd Henry the Secenc 
re ; fu b I Lb ff SS : Py ; ‘ “ : h ‘ 
ia a very geod one, tne Latter, most excellent,but I,who know his 
Be, Y . 4, Bea ae I ; eh an antes 
talent for Romancing so wel can never it the report.e- 
he 5 rar ie 3 - ey 4 he - vert 
When I reflect on his eanduct tewards his Pather in the whele 
Pek Ba G7 wil Ws Ld ae * wire dhe lay YU : eee 
unparalleled ir History. 
i rage is eof a11 beings 
done hin 


Scriptures ts ) 


® 
a 
® 
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aig A cee 


he alone is authe 


arad 
Cred 


a. Nas 
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PAB se y Lo 
even his child,his companion, H 
to have been his FAITHFUL FRIEND, 


eursht to | 
Sa a ce 
the AGT, and ther ink 


“ , oa de + 
say but on the atrocity of 4% 


s ‘ - Sars372a 4 eo Ag ~~ 4e 
mt can be devised adeque the enormity ef the 
ia Ww LJ CAS Le - , “ 4 4 
: 1,8 rhea Paws txp 4 ays wa 
at inv: his whele family in ruin - 
: . LOGIE AE IAB cee Se MIE RE 
self ii eR LER TST to say anything more on 
nn? whe © oie a ad a . , 
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your 


‘ a Lr 2 7 
Innocence, like our 9 


9 comer eceranarcnncem pn tw ee ee 
3, Uns at PgUSEIE Gé 9 Naim Ox Ad 


oe on, = ae oman 


alons are a eles 


July Dee (I 796) Monday = TAs Hey irs FV CERREM ey : 
o/ lelléy from Wi? Talbot Ge ConlEnls 2s falls. 


Cole, apothecary in 
might, brought it to my house’ & 
| conceiving that we knew where 


from him we opened it July ord. Sunday - 1796 


after - at all events 
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MONTIGU TALBOT To Wm.eHy. IRELAND 


Copy of Mr.Talbot's letter to Sam, enclosed to his friend Mr. 


St. who after keeping it a fort- 
left it with my daughter Jane, 
to address to Sam, hearing nothing 


June 9. 1796,- 
Dear San, 


Poy oon Letter from your Father tell you that I had sometime 
tanh acietaate Atl pana, ete : another from your Aunt & that 
hs m ne at answer I suppose you saw::In it I 
offered jointly with you to make an affidavit that the discovery 

of the Papers was known to no more than ourselves & a third 
person, «% that your Father is ignorant of all. For sometime I 
heard nothing, but I have just received a letter desiring me to 
send the promised affidavit, what shall I do? Will you join 
in this affidavit for I should not like to do it alone, as the 
affidavit is to be published. Your Aunt's letter tells me that 
you consented to communicate everything about the discovery to 
Mr.Wallis, but have not done so, that she thinks to quiet the 
public mind you have’ invented some story, which will make the 
matter more mysterious & that you have formed @ resolution of 
qui tting the Kingdom immediately, though you boast of “ being 
lately inspired with all the Furor of a Divine Poet! that you 
have quitted your office for,"that you cannot with your genius 


condescend to sit at a desk," & that you do nothing but Lounge 
or drive about the streets on Horseback or in a Curricle waith 
a Groom after you = She further says,that you said thé Curricle 
and horses cost 100 guineas and were you by the Gentlemam, but 


that she has discovered that you have paid for them 50-,-mnd are 
to pay’ 20 more,that you had Gurricle besides-building, but when 
it was nearly finished Mr.W is interposed and prevented its a 
appearance = She tells me something too of a woman who called and said 
said she wrote all the Man ble herself - she came baler Chester, 
wheever she is,she must be ma 
with redi hair or cep als "50 and ttl with a sae in hex 
sight, I believe I can tell who she is 3; for I know a woman of 
that description and whose relations live at or near Chester # 
Indeed,Sam, I am ecrieved exceedingly to find frem your Aunt‘s 
letter that this business is likeiy te injure your family ,I 
suppose-they are only gro oundless} fears - But what can I say toat 
the acceunt I hear of youe. 


I dare not say what different co nj seturee -f have formed, they 
terrify me hink of them and I sha : i Hey are ge 


= ee 
explained 1 beg and entreat you to be part ticular in wrijting a 
long account of all,and to explain everything I have touched on 
in this letter,with your opinion of this Affidavit te serve your 
‘ 4 oS 9° ~ o L é = ‘ 4 
Father. Semetimes I think you have lost your senses from what 
I hear from your family, though your letters shew no such symtoms = 
I cannot answer your Aunt's letter till I hear what is your 
epinieon and I beg to hear directly for she desires me to send the 


Affidavit directly - 6ours sincerely T 
Wi @ o 


T am Going on well in my profession. 


I am told this play of Henry was found before Vortigern or soon 
nee pefore Tertlanes was played. ails what is th 


the epinion of those who have read it,concerning its-merits, f 


me explanation of this. ¢ RE Aa he: 
eid edna told you do not go to the Office send this enclosed 


te T.Cele who will deliver it te yourself = 


(Verbatim Cepy Swe) 


MONTAGU TALBOT TO Mrs.FREEMAN. 
‘Dublin July lst.1796. 


‘Dear Madam, 
| Tt must appear to you by this time like wilful neglect 
‘and a determined resolution to disregard common good wna nuetae 
‘I have so long forbore to answer your letter. I am sorry to say 
'that Sam's inattention is the cause,he has taken ne notice of my 
papplication to him to join in the Affidavit you desire,and if : 
such an Affidavit is necessary,it is jointly with him I propose 
and still wish to make it = Ihope Sam is by this time returned 
heme,and that he will favour me with an: answer to my lasti letter 
‘wherein I requested to know some particulars which it is necessary 
I should be acquainted with,before I do what you wish me — 

The Groom,horses and OCurricle I know not what te think of, I carnek: 
conjecture nothing even about his means of procuring things te 
'whdiveh which he always seemed to have no claim. : 


ie 


I am most unfortunate in having ever heard of these Manuscripte, 

fer I am now called upon to do justice in explaining what I knew 
jon the one/side,and on the other forbid to viplate a sacred premise 
_to be for ever secret. Thus gfar,my dear Madam I will acknowledge, ~ 
that were I to disclose: this required secret ahd communicate all 
'I know it would not by any means afford you or your family any 
‘Satisfaction - It would free me from seme censure which I am 

told I have incurred but which I do not deserve,I can upraid my- 
self in no one instance - I am much surprised at what you say of 

Sam as the Author of the Plays & Manuscripts - if he is content 

as you say to free his Father from the odium by such a declaration 
‘nething I can say or do to serve Mr. Ireland can benefit him so 
effectually, but I think you have been misinformed & that he has 
declared no such’ thing. The Play of Henry end. I never have seen; 
nor the manuscripts of Vortigern, nor anything relative to it, 
'till I was in London long after the letter was in Mr.Sheridans 
hands = I must therefore depend on the veracity of others as to 
there coming from the asme source , as* the few Manuscripts I saw 
before I left London for the first time - I hope to hear from 
you some good news as to the Happiness & satisfaction of all your 
family & shall daily expect Sam's letter when you shall immediately 
hear’ from me. I have been told that many persons believe I had 

& part of the money paid to Mr.Ireland & do not scruple to say 

I positively had, these things however do not on my own account 
make me uneasy:I am too sure of having done nothings to merit 

the ili-opinion of anyone. I request you will do me the favor 

to write me as soon as convenient all that has passed - I am dear 

Madam with best regards to Mr.fireland & Family 


Your very humble Ser'nt 
M.Talbot 


The woman you mention to have called & Claimed the Manuscripts 
must undoubtedly be.some pitiable lunatic- 


Mrs.Freeman 
No.8 Norfolk St. 
Strand. London. 


£40 


SAMUEL IRELAND TO MONTAGU TALBOT. 


Cepy eof my letter te Mr.Talbot July 5th.1796. 


Dear: Sir, 
_Hewever painful my Situation may have-been since the wr 

writing of my last letter te you and much as I have been hurt 
at‘ your not returning me an answer I shall not here upprattly en 
with neglect or inattention, presuming that you think your letters 
te MaeF. (Freeman) -sufficient reply to mine-« this however i basse 
cannot: admit,ner dees the Werld who has heard and knows the situe- 
ation I stand in,and the very close manner in which vou are ins 
voiwed with my Sontin ye-disemvery of ye papers. You promised to 
send me ever an Affidavit which should be jointly signed by you 
and my Sem in order te exenerate me from any intent to injure vert 
public,er frem havime any knewiledgesf ye discovery of ve vapers 
further tham what I had already stated in my preface -_ 

Te this:Z must urgently request you will immediately accede - 
and transmit as earlyvas pessible «- And let it be worded in such 
& mamner as that my Seni may either den it er not,as I think your 
Affidavit will weigh more in ye-present state of things than his. 

Besides which there is a chance I may n pea 


papers 


u 

10t s @ him again = 
as it is mere-that five weeks since he left home,since which I 

have never seen him ner has he written to any of ye family. 

He is;@#eeastenly seen I am told,either walking with a woman of 
ef the Town,or' en horseback with a servant behind him - in this; 
Situation he was' seen enly last Sunday in ye Park. 

I need net tell you that he has publicly avowed himself Auther 
ef all the Papers,Deeds &c.te which I give nescredit,not even to- 

a syllable - It is his vanity that has urged him to this « and to 
whieh I believe yeu would willingly give me more credit than I do. 
If you were mutually beund by eath to keep ye secret,he has 
surely used yeu ill in making this deelaratien which is directly 
comtrary te which you: have ever written er said upen ye subject. 

‘If therefore you censider as I de,his conduct te have been 
impreper tewards you,I think you will be fully justified in di- 
wulging te me en your own terms,all that yeu know te be the truth. 

Yeu say in your letter te MrseF. (FREEMAN) whieh has just come 
te hand,that neither the Vortigern nor the Henry can you be ane 
swerable fori as te their authenticity,as they were) discovered after 
me from the same sourcee 


yeu left Lendon,ner do you' know that they ca 
as the few Manuscripts you saw before you left Lendon - By this 
deelaration it is evident that ye few MSS. you allude to y w believe 
te be genuine. May I then,my goedcSir,beg to know what those few 
papers were,and likewise will you say in your next what your own 
epinien is as to their being authentic. The prevatent epinion is 
amd it is decidedly mine - that the papers have been surreptitiously 
obtained,and that Sam has been heard to declare some months aZOgt 
that they belonged tosa person ef a strange temper and who was not 
accuainted that he had them and had he known it he would have 
destroyed them rather than the public should have seen them. _ 

If so,there will in all probability be a moment atvye death 
ef ye eriginal preprietor when ye nature of ye businessi will be 
developed. ‘ ¥ ares 

MreGele called here about a week ago and left a letter Seine 
you for my Sen,but as he never comes-here,ynor do I know where he is, 
4t still remains with us - Application has been made to a, Mr. Heard 
Atterney of Dublin whom yeu know,to request that you will forward a 
ye Affidavit with all pessible speed, but I have reseae ta tellee 
that gentleman is in England. If soe ft beg it may Mat. rey om Rourke 
making it immediately - the more especially as i vaw: aee answering 
Malone's beok,and it will form a very preper Intredue ion. Is 

As te ve fat woman, that called to claim ye papers, 4 am pretty 

certain, it is the woman in Newman Street Ra house I accome- 

+24 wm} te hear ve Story of ye 2 Moons &Ce& 
Set Abed Eee ae ieaT Sie cae to you that the Odium pala hs: i 
oni my character and the pecuniary injury I sustain apie meaner pits 
step te ye sale of my literary publications,;is so great as vo 


7 2 % bs | 7 at a] i= 


242 


mediately to restore me to my former situation »which the Wexld 

more especially &s my Son: deserts me in ye-rmoment when I ares f 

most need of his assistance,I can only loek to you for relief 
Relying therefere on Veursbxertiews in this business ; 

I remain dear Sir y wars S,I. July 5th. (1796) -+ seit 


3) 4 “E <a a 1 ais 
_ Pray inform me if you ee eT ee anything like’a vein 
ef peetry in my Son or an ability te rival SHakespeare 3 
Pray say in your next if you intend coming to habe 


and when?, 
“9 $ 
As Sam still persists in the existence of the whel lengt} 


, neth pertraitei 
and ye miniature or Shakéapearerset in silver, ye- na day B e P z 


you said you had seem,pray' give me your efinion of ‘Gout 


He likewi< ‘4 showed to ye Committee(which consisted of 26 gentle- 
men at my ewn house): the following last of things which he said 
ere: in Helles and that should be mine,none of which have I vet re- 


avined: 
here follows ye Schedule as in his ewn hand in page 


Viz:. 
is beek, July 5th. (1796) 


57 -in thi 


MONTAGU TALBOT TO SAMUEL IRELAND. 


Cork. September 16th.1796. 


oii, 

Your last letter to me should have -been answered sooner and 
the promised Affidavit ucem sent if I could have obtained an answer 
frem your Son to s mething I wrote about some time since;for with- 
eut his consenting,if not joining ‘as ‘such a proceeding,I did not 
think myself msthenivea in taking any steps whatsoever. “his is: all 
the apolegy I think nec essary te ene whese intentions I am informed, 
are to desmes@very pessible injury. I am serry,S5ir,to say,that any 
such Sacany aire on! your apc which I must laugh at as ineffeetual ) 
will proveke mezite remain perfectly silent on the business of the 
Manuscri pte, though at present I have every wish fora clear vindi- 
cation of your sharaéter, se you may think 


nk it necessery- 7 

This letter Sir, may probably be the last you will ever receive 
frem me,as I am det termined (if the preposal I shall presently make 
be not accepted ) Waves to write to,er discourse with anyone on the 
subject of these Manuscripts except where it may be necessary to 
clear my own 3 alae ek ar I can do should it: ever be maliciously 
attacked: on air ohangl of them. 

My friend Mr, Cel estints rms me you have made several inquiries 
fer-me and I have this morning received the following? information 
frem a gentleman in Hertfordshire, whem Ib 2) you are not ac- 
gquainted with. From the-=best motives he has’ requested: me to give 
yeu every satisfaction in my power in order te save my character 
fwehebhbcdafamihadutéhablye-sthewekt-1$-would-meos-—wits-fren-¥eu- 
frem the defamation that’ he thought it would meet with frem you 
(which he imagined falsedy I could not clear to the World) and in 
erder to save you from the in jury you might sustain by my withhelding 

+ 
a 


the satisfaction I am able te ives¥ow Sir, have no claim on me to 
stand forward for your char ote eas it was not till after nto nad 
applied the Manuscripts to your own interested purposes: that you 


f. 


* iT 4 599.7 $ } 

heard that I had anv knowledge of them. Whatever: do, that: must be 

done voluntartly and how far you merit from me a voluntary Affidavit 
fie : ave hare 


te the effect desired will appear from the intentien you he 
beured ef injuring me. ih as | eee 4 
You arefit is said ) to preduce A publica oath Tee! Boo ae 7 
make known every trivial circumstance that nee passed: since ee, 
obtaining the -paper Sy BX that publica ation I am vo egirnatnsieaiealape’ Fgh 
; "4 eal gent,fully acquainted with every circum 
daerable figure asa princi bal a it, f i A ph ; ? ig ae 
stance but refusing to reveal anything - this gentleman int "Orme me 
too, that you ets applying through the medium gh feta in 
Tard Lieutenant of this Country that he may use his 
Rerland, to th Lor Ch it eu ver 18N wv Ot tn iS © UC i Pd zi a aS = T + me 
eee orth Mr Dal V not to permi t me to deh athe <i nae cree Por 
tT am so childish,te be terrified by such threats 


De you imagine Sir,! : : Por 
into a Cenfession which my own conscience will not aprreva.te: you kn 


knew I have sworn to be for ewer se 20ret? New let the Public know 


4 ~~ 
Lrst 


eh you'll 
Ne 
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° 


that I am acquainted wi 1h . 
or a nted with the mystery of the Me nuscripvts and that 
[T refuse to reveal it,they will then ve E C 1 
gay when I inform them mihk pera iia condemn mé,but what will they 
? gy tae Bar ver you contracted with Mr. Sheridan 
for the play of mel earn hui bos ovea with Mr. Sheridan 
epireah Vortigern, and had the Beek of the ether Manuscripts: 
ready in the Press fex; publication,en your being ‘mPerkod Tee E 
party concerned and convers: J . = recs Ae was & 


: ame with me orn the subject 12 ¥ a 
as Sam begged you to-give over all theuehts of at alah a Ath a well 
World, that:'I have effered an Affidavit af I tering them te the 
ties Fored an Atfidavit since their unfavourable 
reception,to prove your ignoramce of thei : $e 14, oats: 
yeur innocence in se hastily p TELM E Ege he eee eons aad 
Oi Lore a . re , = 
aac at hastily presenting them to the Public, what can 
they Say thenf= that I know the secret, but the knowled recur a 8e ret 
; ¢ 74 f a 4 an Ee & 4 ° = - fe Oe SUES , r a2 secre 
a6 no crime,and the keeping it inviolate, (bound as f am) is certainly 
to be commended not condemned. Seo ae 
—_—— ~ 3 4 
5K +; alin amtilineh + ore a ie see qe x hn re. 
I cannot help smilingbat the absurdity of: an application to the Lord 
Lieut.= but admitting for a moment that a e 
et his interference I Skheuld leavesithe Dublin Tr s te 
Sigs a ot ae ad te pS 0, if b n ne eB eg > 
Muerte nie) iy teaden fer vremalniue 1% blin Theatre,it would be no 
; a. { LIS e WY fReas oI ior remain ing inf that situation whi ch Chance 


¥} 
a 


re th Mr.D a ate ' boa : — 
threw me,with Mr.Daly is that'I am treated by him with everv Aeavect 
2 2 de , Ae oo 4 Be foes ee a ae Rye @ a : oa v A ae vv. 
and civility,but as to any pecuniary advantage it may be imagined I 


cs ~ “| — [> _ “Wy ~ + 5 = 2 2 
Gerive from my engagement with him,he will inform you himself,for he 
* Se mw Sum T ons | 1 fa 3 : ; ae eee “ae a 
is at present in’ London that his allowance for-my services bv no 
bs 4 : we a - 4 


pans def: vy expe} %; now though € 
Means defray my expenses,you know though I am not a man of fortune 


I am not dependant on the Stage for a livelihood and that if I was 


So dependant a situation might be easily obtained elsewhere 

I have for some time talked of embarking for America,and I am 
met yet determined to forge those intentions.’ I should be serry to 
Bail from hence without deing all I could te extricate you from any 
Bifficulties you may labour under,as I mikht if I pleased,but to 
Waive these arfuments which I have only used to show you I am out 
pf reach ef any persecution you' may threaten me with,I have the 
pleasure to say having heard nothing from your Son,I will make an 

imacy with him and my own knew- 
ledge of the Mystery of the Manuscripts you are ignorant of their 
jiscovery and are’ innocent of any des d y 
he Public" - but thissAffidavit I will make on these Conditions- 
That mething that has passedi between you and me shall be use as: 
evidence for or against the Manuscripts, that I have first your pro 
niseafin writing nos to call on me for further-explanation or to 
nention me in any other way than as the person: making the Affidavit, 
that: yeu shall call that Affidavit a voluntary one,and that you shall 
returm me every letter I have written you' om the subject,in your last 
Letter youi hint te me that’ Sam has’ used me ill and that I am justi. 
Pied therefere in divulging everything ~ I do not: agree with you, 
and once more assure you that nothing I ccaild reveal respectin# these 
papers weuld be of any service to you . 

I embark temerrew for Swansea in South Wales, your-dmmediate an- 
swer directed there shall be attended to and the Affidavit made before 
2 Magistratethere,or before the Lord Mayor of Dublin en my return ; 
in about five weeks,which you please on the conditions befere mentienede 

The sentleman in Hertfordshire whe has written to me will be in 
Towni at the meeting ef Parliament and will call on you te examine-t 
the Manuscripts, I need not ask that he may be politely received- ] 

He tells me that Sam is wandering in some part of the West ef England 
[ cannot’ nelp vendering at’ his silence to me but wherever I may chance 
te meet him I shall be preud te own him as my friend and notwithstandins 
reur threats I beg leave to assure yeu that I shall feel the greatest 
Jleasure in standing forward te screen you whe are an innocent suf- 
"erer « My best respects to Mrs»Freeman and your familye 
I am'Sir,yeur ebed.and hunble Servant 


a) 
h 
t 
t 


M.eTalbot 


Samuel Irelamd Erqt 
& Worfelk Street 
Strand 


snr 
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SAMUEL IRELAND TO MONTAGU TALBOT. 
Letter te Mr. Talbot Nov.1st.1796. 


> ih oe 
oe oo Sota given an earlier answer to yours of 16th=-Sept. 
ties <pieebandibhbiien tg Rate writing till your return to Dub] im $4 
t y yours has now taken place, 
marsh phrecse cece ttt your letter contains a number of 
ih | E S me that are tetally njustifiable, 
alge cy ae ah Arana gentleman in Hertfordshire may have 
at Tt will ven ure te say positively that I never have 
intend G you any injury. As to ye applieation te ye Lerd Lieut. 
it was a4 circumstance urged to me by many very respectable persons 
as's measure highly necessary lor ye satisfaction ef ye public 
and Ch® peace of mind of myself and family= I had by no means 
determined on such a measure,ner if I had could it have injured 
yeu im any Way,as' all I wanted and all ys Werld wante is a de-~ 
Glaration of the truth,be it what it MBYe All I new want is what 
you have frequently promised,viz:- an Affidavit at least that may 
fully state my ienerance ef ye nature of ye disecovery= ffurther 
than what I have heard frem yourself and my Sen = Te this yeu agzree 
in your last letter ~ but have added preliminaries te it. whieh 
were net urged befere,nor de I think reasonable to aeceede te, 
they are,giving up all yeur letters I have received from you, 
and not te mention you in any ether way than as*the person making 
that Affidavit ~- As to declaring te the World that it is a velunéary 
tary Affidavit,I have no objection, but why yeu should wish me te foe a 
give up your letiers- whieh were given to me as documents from 
which I was te ground my preface upon and the validity of the MSS. 
ft am at a less te guess. 
lha} your declarations and statements in these letters were 
true,I cannot for a-moment have a shadow of doubt, I have tee high 
an epinion ef yeur heneur and candour to admit se injurious an idea 
for an instan}. Why should you therefere wish te take eut of my _ 
hands ye only preef of my innecence and integrity in the business 
befere us. Any quetations I may make from your letters I can 
assure you will de you no injury,for I shall speak of you as I have 
ever feund you,during my acquaintance with you,a gentleman whe in 
my Judgement ranked beyond even ye possibility of suspicien as to |. 
s fairness and henesty in this transaction. 
beg leave to remark on @ passage or two of your letter in 
whieh I ean by, m@ means agree with you as to the facts. Yeu say 
"Tt was not till after you had’ applied ye MSS.te your ewn inter- 
"ested purposes that you heard I had any knowledge of them" = 
Did I not kmow that ye first parchment found was shewn te yeu 
in my own reom and that yeu confessed to have seen it before? 
And did you not converse with me on ye subjeet in ye month of 3 
September leng before ye publication,at my own house? And likewise | 
at your own lodgings ye evening you left Lendon, after dining at my 
house? And did you not write to me at Carmarthen in Nov.fellowing, 
stating ye whole particulars of ye discovery,and were not all 


ae 
+ ff. ae CP um FRY q 4 © te F » < ‘ 
this infermation given long before ye publication or period when 
my interested purposes - were 


TH! 
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adr 


L 
to take place ? What is meant by 
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S> hoa heen 2 vary heavy 38° 
"interested" £ know not,as it has been a very heavy loss to me 
froaoaucl nda galitinacit ire nil nate ann Resi a ‘ wi ee Se Amat aa & YT IHF a. 
"ih pecumiary matters,as well as the destruction of my peace of 
a at rs ioe aad Mi = es ing F 2 aL 2s - s «4 > ™ > 2 w 
mind = a eonsequence more pernicious still - I likewise den} 
ee fee le ed me not to lay them before the public, 
hat @ i th er 4 Ou or Dam urge ea me ROU w 3 © 3 i : ‘ _* 
: must have been deemed mad thus to have 


a ao meet P : 
had that 0oen Vs CABS», + MuUbv £10 


oe 


P hi astian AY} he 7 
involved myself by so expensive a publication al cea hota only 
uedaea Se whens authority I had relied = should have made such an 
1) 2 12 OF) WilLU DO wid Wl thd “ 5 AN a s a ke ° 
persons ¢ eres sat at ance have damned ve possibility ef their 
insinuation that mist at once have aamneca ye Pp 3 
ore o te 7 ine as : re Bs Se “48 2 ade , = 
ote Ve delape not wish further to trouble you on the subject,I beg t 

an th Fe eae left my house for upwards of four 
to add = that as my Son has let if ve Author of all vy pe 
months and publicly declared himself ye Author or @ Sui dyed doh Bock 
Needs Sealsad Roe A direct contradiction to his former written and 
30d8, Sealsk&Gexc 


printed avowals,I cannot therefore expect anything further from 


aes 


2h & 


him to elucidate th 
@ 3g} mus: = ‘ 
request that you will Pericles ust vise Or had does I then arain re - |i 
ard me an Affidavi thai 
& : nat may perhaps be 
abe rT led & mere quotation frem your letters,at a 
_caPagtrall hs on Das ae such infermation as you have renentadly 
om On aoe a whi ch as T believ s bd 5 te j eT. 
te my * ~ > ~ Delleve,to be true,is essential 
as my, guctitioatton a van in no way injure you,nor be considered 
‘ oe og nis ‘ cont idence on my par tif or if 4t WSS not considered 
as necessary to my purposes why>was it sent at all? are aaa 


Your speedy pr ce) or " sae we ‘ a 
¥ es myvreply to Malene is nearly finished « 
pre g _ 


will be dee med a avour + \ 

cite : ssume I shall send the Work t sens 
are ae MS WwOPk ve = PeSER 4 

about 10 or 12 vitde = in which time if I pasa 22a fer Ore VO pUeney im 
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t gtd St J clude ay Ou i @ noOU a tend 4 ws Orwsa re. ding ve Aff? 
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49 Mentagu Esq. at Mr.Hitehcocks 
4 Clarendon Stree 
Dublin. 


~ } . ° Ne, t \ ff r : 
Cepy of letter from M.Talbot to Mr.Cole of Brewer Street. 


No.4 Clarendon Street. Dublin Nov.14th.1796. 
Dear 18M, 
You will be surprised perhaps at not hearing from me so long 
4 been afCork and Swansea and from the former place rece = 
your last letter - I am now returned to Dublin and though I am “pti 
hurt at the cause which has in part prevented my writing you yet I 
de it at last,but with an earnest: request that you will never trouble 
m@® with more questiiens about Vortirern and the Shakespeare MSS.e2 
You may be certain that to you who are ny school-fellow and friend, 
I would open my mind en this business if to a anyone; but it is my 
determination to say nothing save this,whieh I cemmission you as 
my friend te tell Mr.Ireland - 
At the time of my intimacy with Ke Ireland I saw seme of 
2 came by young Ireland, 
gar 9 menths after - 
aumberless other MSS.had in the interim 
e) Mr.Sheridan and Mr. 


the MSS. papers, 
I we Lath to sha come 
The 


te 
HA , Th 2. DQ “s _ one 
peen een and, The Plas Was 


1 Ae arigpa in he im the presss:Mr.Ireland had beer teld I knew every- 
ae , ef ee ~ an ao + Rovian te ae ae E> : ae 

thing relative to them,that I was a part owner in them &c. | 
- 3 = . : ‘ 2 3 . 4 y ) = am gl“ 
rT did nc t but said it was so,and for saying so I 


t+ contradict it f 
had justifiable reas and the most heneurable intentions, though 
t vledge as te the origén of 


8, 
it was not rue excepting as to my knowledre rt 
the papers which I had from young Ireland. I even wrote from the cen; 
country ih le him the particulars as one of the discoverers of the 
papers,he begged it often during the few days I was in Lendon and 
to make his mind easy (which was much cressed with those circumeseneet 
stances) I complied - At this time (as-I before saiid) the Book 
was in the Press,so that I never-misled Mr.Ireland or encouraged him 
te the publication of the pavers,for I had no opportunity,if I had, 
T would rather have used my endeavoursto dissuade him from: en- 
smarping himself as he has done. MreIreland now demanded an Affi- 


we 
davit from me of his innocence J 
a » Le ej fas Soop ¥ f coe =) Te | oe ere " = 5 0) 
that he was ignorant of nin origin, I consented and weuld have 
ic ra] 


n 
sent the Affidavit, whic neluded my own inno- 


eence and my being in no way concerne 1 d g the World,and 
that I was only let into the secret by young Ire en vale an Wahab t 
had habits-of intimacy - Mr.Ireland would 0} re this 


{) ‘ a 
davit but wou 
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wd 
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ld alse: publish my account of 
him at the time I just now mentioned - whe ; , 
the Play and was publishing the Book - the Af -f idavit in that case 
will contradict the other account and that, contrad ct the Affidavite 
This-I will not do - If Mr.Ireland makes free wi h my name in 
the publication,. shall then make an Affidavit which will z0-only 
te the clearing of myself and which in other respects will surprise 
him. If he has the Affidavit from me which he wishes,it shall not be 
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be but by relinquishing the ether ac ount ~ Mri. being as he says 
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Bepout te publish my corr ; 
Ptheugh (consistent with cee W 1im,I shall not write to him 
to S tand boty ee Mv own 3 Oi. "et BR a nll T would be happy 
iTemily - aa ues “NG greatest regard for himself and , 


~<t fede 
cr 
es" 
eS) by? 


Wait on Mr.Ireland : f; 

at dot toRaw bie se Dace ht immediately and tell him all that I have all | 

A yd i) jo Pt Ge 28 at cap TA? TRY 
ge “coh nue AS _2ser and on your own part (whatever you may 
j hin of Le @x Craordina ry businesea)\-* anadPAA T 3 4° 4 : 
Be ff a4 A ee eta J S+H955)-08 assured,l have not in this 
paiiair,and will not in this-effect ar any ot} + . 
Bes; ana abbens eliect or any other be euillty of injus- 
4 tice or dish Oonour Will then be «a tisekiad 

am 7 Woe ly LSA ® 

> I am &c.&c. 
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Extracted from a lettersgent by Montagu Talbet from Dublin to Mr. 
A + “L a UT. x de C 4 + se 2 

Cole = apothecary, Yoodstock Street. date Maken 6.1797. 


+I ng a few deeds and presenting them te his 

Wan + " po + att on tes og ; ° 

vather as antig € YLOSLtLES you will allow was an sanecent 
frolic, anc thie-r was made acquainted with by young Ireland himself 


he had MG ads ie a near few 


a" 
justi before my departure for Dublin, wher 
at smiled at the pleasure Mr.Ireland seemed to have 


to his’ Fathe ja 
im possessing t 

From the ti 
A 


@ 
} me of my departure,I knew of no transactions between 
~youmg Ireland and his Father,till I heard accidentally in Dublin 
that a Play had been found by the former written by Shakegpeare ~ 
The idea which surgested: itself to me was naturally this - that 
fabricated this Play as well as the deeds which 
; wrote to r : 


oh nim and found it. was as I suspected = The 
ay was alreacy agreed for by the Drury Lane Managers - 
The rest of the papers which young Ireland gave to his Father 
were theught worth publication and elreland accordingly had ree 
ceived subscr a soe and the ninore had the Beok r eady in the 
ite London, young Ireland trae at the 
he should be ruine ; is Father's resent 
ment, the Father cli had been told by the Sen that I knew the whole 
affair) was very pressing with me,to communicate what I knew and 
to prove (as he cheuawt 3 Authenticity of the Manuscripts-.i 
bot athe Son now depended on my secresey. 
ead in boon story,which young Ireland had related of their 
J 1 t é to my grave, 
fy 
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affai; Ov ea 
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had not young hel oan dy ession freed me from the Pro= 
1a iot : 24 
° 4 4 2 
nise I made him never-to 


To Mr.Ireland - Norfolk Street. 
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8 letter from Mr.Cole, Apothecary of Woodstock Street 
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